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Dear Parents, 
 
This letter includes details of our next school Mass, fundraising for our Lenten charities and World Book 
Day, as well as some items of general information. Please take the time to read it through. 
 

Ash Wednesday Mass 
The next school Mass takes place on Ash Wednesday - 1st March at 9.15am and will be led by 
Year 4.  Ash Wednesday is a Holy Day, marking the beginning of Lent. On Ash Wednesday, 
we are marked with ashes in the shape of the cross. This represents sorrow for our sins 
and is a sign of repentance. The marking with the sign of the cross symbolises baptism, 
when we were cleansed from sin and so prepares us for Lent. Please come and join us for 
this special day in our faith. 

 

Lent 
Lent begins next Wednesday 1st March with our Mass to mark ‘Ash Wednesday’. Lent is a time of preparation 
and solemnity in the Church, being the period of forty days that comes before Easter. It lasts for forty days 
to represent the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness before his suffering, death and resurrection. Lent 
is an old English word meaning to lengthen. Lent is observed in spring, when the days begin to get longer. 
 
For many Christians, Lent is traditionally a period of fasting and repentance and is used as a time for prayer 
and penance. Traditionally, people give up something for Lent such as chocolate or sweets, in remembrance of 
the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. While Lent is about giving something up, it is also about putting 
something positive in its place. Lent has also traditionally been a time in which people focus on helping others, 
and making sacrifices for the needs of others. At school, we are encouraging the children to do something 
for Lent, not necessarily to give something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, 
such as trying to be more patient or to help around the house. 
 
As part of our Lenten observance, we have also committed to raising funds for two charities, Father Hudson’s 
Society and CAFOD. Father Hudson’s Society is a local charity, which works with families and children to 
ensure their welfare. In particular, it covers fostering and adoptions, family support, care for older people 
and care for adults with disabilities.  CAFOD responds to emergencies worldwide, such as natural disasters 
and famines and raises awareness of world poverty. It works to put in place long-term help, such as building 
wells in villages and educating people as to how they can help themselves more.  
 
We will be having Mufti days every Friday during Lent to raise funds for our charities, starting this coming 
Friday. As St. David’s day falls this week, we will be having a ‘yellow’ theme for our first Mufti day: 
 

Friday 3rd March – wear something yellow for St. David’s Day 
Friday 10th March 
Friday 17th March – wear something green for St. Patrick’s Day 
Friday 31st March  
Friday 7th April 
The cost of this will be 50p per child, per Mufti day. 
 
Your child will also be receiving a small collecting box for Father Hudson’s Society, 
in which they can collect spare change. Please support us with our fundraising 
efforts and encourage your child to take part in observing Lent in some way. 
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P.T.A. 
St. Joseph’s P.T.A. has been re-established and held its first meeting on Tuesday afternoon. There are two 
fundraising events coming up, a raffle and a Bring and Buy Sale. Prizes for the raffle (which will be going on 
until the end of term) will include a pair of tickets to an Aston Villa match, chocolates and a teddy, amongst 
other things. The Bring and Buy sale will take place on 2nd and 5th of May, further details of which will follow 
in the next few weeks.  The next meeting of the P.T.A. will take place on Tuesday 8th March at 2.30pm in 
school. All parents who have already volunteered to take part should attend this meeting. 
 
After School PE Club – Tuesday 
The after school club which has been running on a Tuesday evening for Years 3 & 4 is unfortunately no 
longer running. May I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.  
 
World Book Day 
Thursday 2nd March is World Book Day and to mark this, we will be running activities in 
school including making booklets. Your child will also receive a £1.00 voucher, which can 
be exchanged against a selection of six specially priced books. Please support World 
Book Week by encouraging your child to read at home and take an interest in books and 
book characters. You will receive more information on this after half term.  
 
Parent’s Evening 
Thank you to everyone who attended Parents’ Evening for this term on Wednesday evening. If you were 
unable to attend, and would like to see your child’s teacher, please contact them to arrange an appointment.  
 

Football Clubs 
The boys’ football team will be playing their first match at home, against The Rosary Catholic 
School, at 3.30pm on Tuesday 28th February. You should have received a consent form if your 
child is in the boys’ team. Please ensure that it is returned to school as soon as possible.   
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Bethany Tibbats & Nathias Daley (Rec), Catherine Reilly & K'Yana Sullivan, (Y2), 
Nicole Shrimpton-Clark (Y3), Maria Horvathova (Y4) and Odean Ramsay & Mikel Forde (Y5) 
 
Golden Book 
This week’s Golden Book children are: 
Rec Shae Evans   for helping to tidy the classroom 
Y1 Anneka Dickens  for always being well behaved and doing her best work 
Y2 Tia Brady-Belle  for working very well with much better concentration 
Y3 Adam Jallow   for always trying hard 
Y4 Darbie Barrett  for a bigger effort with her work 
Y5 Dale Clark   for trying his best in all subjects 
Y6 Rebecca Hazelwood for working quietly all of the time 
 
If you wish to discuss any issues raised by this letter, or any concerns, please do  
not hesitate to contact the school office to make an appointment to see me.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
 
Mr J. Gubbins 
Acting Head Teacher St. George’s


