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Friday 30th November 2007    

 
Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

After my thanks to you all for your support with behaviour last week, I am very disappointed that 
some parents have not supported school this week. If we decide to ask you to collect your child 
because their behaviour was not acceptable, then it is not unreasonable to expect that you would 
understand, and support us. The decision to send a child home is not taken lightly and is only 
done with good reason. 
 
I must also insist that parents and carers are not abusive or disrespectful to any members of staff. 
We are here to educate your children and that is what we wish to do. As adults we are all role models 
for children and how we conduct ourselves can influence how they will be in the future. On a 
personal note, I have experienced a lot of insults and verbal abuse this week and do not expect to 
come to work to be on the receiving end of this type of behaviour.  
 
I am so sorry if the tone of this message seems to be negative but I only ever have your children’s 
best interests at heart. 
December 1st tomorrow!!!! Christmas will soon be here.  
Kind regards 
L. Howell  
  
PE Kit 
Please could I remind all parents and children that PE kit should be kept in school and only be taken 
home at weekends or at the end of half term for washing. PE kit consists of a white t-shirt or polo shirt, 
black shorts and black pumps. Your child must have their kit in school for PE lessons. On this note, can I 
also stress the importance of your child taking part in PE. We frequently receive notes asking children 
to be excused from the lessons, however, as PE is a part of the National Curriculum, we are unable to 
authorise children missing lessons without good reason. If you have a genuine medical concern regarding 
your child taking part in PE, please make an appointment to come and see me. Thank you. 
 
Christmas Tree 
Our Christmas tree will be arriving on Monday or Tuesday. If there are any parents who would 
like to come in to help decorate the tree on Wednesday after school, please come into the 
school office. Thank you. 
 
 

Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Tuesday 18th December. If your child 

has sandwiches and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at the office. The 
cost of Christmas Dinner is £1.60. 
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Christmas Performances 
Tickets are now available for our Christmas performances. The Reception play, ‘Whoops-a-Daisy Angel’, 
will take place at 9.15am on Friday 14th December. The whole school will perform ‘Hosanna Rock’ on 
Wednesday 12th December at 9.15am and 2.00pm. Families and friends are 
welcome to attend, and it would be wonderful to see as many people as possible 
supporting the children, who are making a huge effort in preparing for the 
plays. Initially 2 tickets per family will be issued, and they are available from 
Tuesday morning on a first come-first served basis. Tickets will be colour coded 
for each performance and are not transferable. Health and safety means that 
the number of people in the hall at any one time has to be limited. Please be 
assured that I only have the best interests for your children’s safety in mind.  
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Wednesday 12th December  Hosanna Rock – Whole School  9.15am 
     Hosanna Rock – Whole School 2.00pm 
Friday 14th December  Reception Nativity   9.15am 
Saturday 15th December  Christmas Bazaar   11.00am 
Tuesday 18th December  Christmas Dinner 
Thursday 20th December  Christmas Party Afternoon 
Friday 21st December  Break up for half term    1.30 pm 
Tuesday 8th January   Return to school   8.55am prompt please 
 
Advent 
This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. The word ‘advent’ comes from the Latin word 'adventus' 
which means "arrival". It is the traditional time of spiritual preparation and waiting for the arrival of 
Christmas, the coming of Jesus to earth when he was born as a baby at Bethlehem about two thousand 
years ago.  

There are many traditions that form part of Advent and preparation for 
Christmas. One of these, which we use in school, is the Advent Wreath. 
The wreath is made of a circle of evergreen branches, which symbolise 
eternal life, as the circle has no beginning or end. The wreath holds three 
purple candles and one pink candle, to represent the four Sundays of 
advent, and a white candle in the centre. A purple candle is lit on each of 
the first three Sundays of advent. Purple is a colour that represents 
waiting and penitence, and is also a ‘royal’ colour. On the fourth Sunday, 
the pink candle is also lit, which represents joy and hope. The white candle 
(which represents Christ), is lit on Christmas Day.  

In school, we have an advent wreath in each classroom; the candles will be lit each day at prayer time. 
We will be using the ‘Walk with Me’ programme of prayer and reflection for advent. Your child should 
have received a ‘Walk with Me’ advent calendar this week and you will see that we have a new display in 
the entrance hall featuring a giant version of the calendar. This is designed to help the children to 
appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks 
and prayer – please spend a little time following this with your children. 
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This Sunday is the 
1st 

Sunday of Advent

St. Joseph’s Parish Bazaar 
The Parish Bazaar will take place on Saturday 15th December between 11.00am and 2.00pm in St. 
Joseph’s School. If you would like to help out, please see Father Gerry, Sister Catherine or Mrs 
Williams. Any donations for the bazaar would be most welcome, please bring them to St. Joseph’s 
Church. Thank you. 
 

St. Joseph’s School Reunion Group 
The St. Joseph’s School Reunion Group are holding their annual Christmas reunion on Friday 7th 
December in the New Aston Social Club, Aston Hall Road. All current members and new members are 
invited to attend and bring their family and friends. Please contact John Tocker, Chairman of the group 
on 0121 605 1607 if you would like any more information or to attend, so that buffet arrangements can 
be made. The cost will be £3.50 per person.   
 
Attendance (week Beginning 19th November) 
Well done to Y1 and Y6, who achieved 96% attendance for last week, however as Y1 had a total of 16 
late marks, Y6 are this week’s winners! The full results are as follows: 
 

Rec  87% with 8 lates Year One 96% with 16 lates Year Two 83% with 8 lates 
Year Three  91% with 11 lates Year Four 93% with 9 lates Year Five 93% with 10 lates 
Year Six 96% with 3 lates  
 

The whole school attendance was 91% with 65 lates. Our school target is at least 95%.  
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Chris Mokanda (Y1). 
 
Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception Morgan Hathaway  Being very sensible and listening to instructions 
 

Year 1 Jerrel Holder-Jones Writing some brilliant sentences and reading them 
 

Year 2 Shontai Ryan-Daley  Great descriptions of characters and settings 
   

Year 3 Tabinda Shamaoon  Doing her very best while making a small angel for our display 
 

Year 4 Courtney Burton  A fantastic attitude to school and good choices  
   

Year 5 Reece Stanton  A big effort in his school work and attitude 
 

Year 6 Le’Mar Rodney  A big change in attitude leading to an improvement in Maths   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


