
 

Visit us online at:  www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 7th December 2007    

 
Dear Parents and Carers… 
I would like to thank all the parents who have sent or given their kind words of support 
following last week’s newsletter. It has been very much appreciated by myself and all the 
staff. Overall behaviour has been better this week and school has once again become a calmer 
place to be.  
 
The children are responding well to the advent prayers and are remaining sensible and calm 
during rehearsals. I am sure that you will all enjoy the performances next week. I always 
found my own children’s Nativity performances  quite emotional and never missed even 
one of them.  
 

Try to have a good weekend with your loved ones. Difficult I know in the run up to 
Christmas!! 
Kind regards 
L. Howell  
  

Christmas Performances 
A reminder that you must get your tickets for the Christmas performances 
before Wednesday.  From Monday, any remaining tickets will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis to everyone, including those who have already had 
their tickets and would like extras. Tickets for the Reception Nativity are also 
available to all parents. 
 
Admission to the performances will be by ticket only, so if you are intending to come, it is essential that 
you get tickets from school. There is no charge for the tickets, but they must be issued for health and 
safety reasons. The Reception play, ‘Whoops-a-Daisy Angel’, will take place at 9.15am on Friday 14th 
December. The whole school will perform ‘Hosanna Rock’ on Wednesday 12th December at 9.15am and 
2.00pm. Families and friends are welcome to attend, and it would be wonderful to see as many people as 
possible supporting the children, who have made a huge effort in preparing for the plays. Please come 
along, the children are really looking forward to performing for you.  
 

Dates for Your Diary 
Wednesday 12th December  Hosanna Rock – Whole School  9.15am 
     Hosanna Rock – Whole School 2.00pm 
Friday 14th December  Reception Nativity   9.15am 
Saturday 15th December  Christmas Bazaar   11.00am 
Tuesday 18th December  Christmas Dinner 
Thursday 20th December  Christmas Party Afternoon 
Friday 21st December  Break up for half term    1.30 pm 
Tuesday 8th January   Return to school   8.55am prompt please 
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Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Tuesday 18th December. If your 

child has sandwiches and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at the 
office. The cost of Christmas Dinner is £1.60. 

 
Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of the second Sunday 
of advent is “preparing the way for the Lord.” If you go to church on Sunday, 
you will hear about the prophecies of Isaiah and the Gospel of Matthew. In the 
Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s cousin 
Elizabeth. Although the reading that we hear describes John meeting with 
Jesus as an adult, John also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born 
to Elizabeth whom Mary went to share her news with after the angel’s visit. As 
an adult, John was a preacher and baptised people, and was the first person to 
recognise Jesus as the Messiah. In the gospel, Jesus is baptised by John in 
preparation for his ministry.  

The theme of preparing the way for the Lord is very important at this time of year, because in 
celebrating advent, that is what we are doing. We are preparing for the coming of Jesus. Isaiah’s 
prophecy prepared people for the first coming of Jesus, while John the Baptist told of Jesus coming as 
the Messiah. During advent, we are asked to prepare spiritually for the coming of Jesus, through prayer 
and reflection, and the sacrament of confession, which some of our children did this week.    

We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer 
time, through our reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. You will see that our display in 
the entrance hall is building up as the days go by. This is designed to help the children to appreciate the 
meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks and prayer – 
please spend a little time following this with your children at home. 
 
St. Joseph’s Parish Fun Day 
The Parish Fun Day is taking place on Sunday 9th December, in the 
Heartlands Social Club, starting at 1.00pm and continuing into the 
evening. There will be a variety of entertainment including Irish Dancing, 
singing, live music, a quiz, bingo and a buffet. Admission will be by 
donation for adults and free for children. It will be a fun-filled, family 
day, so please come along and take the opportunity to socialise with 
other parishioners. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
St. Joseph’s Parish Bazaar 
The Parish Bazaar is taking place a week on Saturday (15th December) 
between 12.00am and 3.00pm in St. Joseph’s School. If you would like to 
help out, or have anything you would like to donate, please see Father 
Gerry, Sister Catherine or Mrs Williams. 
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This Sunday is the 
2nd  

Sunday of Advent 

Attendance (week Beginning 26th November) 
Well done to Y3, who achieved 99% attendance for last week, but unfortunately had a total of 22 late 
marks. You must get in on time Y3. The full results are as follows: 
 

Rec  89% with 16 lates Year One 89% with 17 lates Year Two 91% with 10 lates 
Year Three  99% with 22 lates Year Four 85% with 15 lates Year Five 88% with 10 lates 
Year Six 98% with 11 lates  
 

The whole school attendance was 91% with 101 lates. Our school target is at least 95%. The amount of 
late marks this week is totally unacceptable and is almost double the week before. I would like to ask 
once again that you please make the effort to get your child here on time. As I have stressed many 
times before, lessons actually begin at 9.00am and so if your child is late they are missing their reading 
session. Your child’s education will suffer if they are continually late, which seems to be the case with 
many of the late marks. A child who comes to school late and rushed, maybe also after having woken up 
late or gone to bed late the night before, cannot achieve their best.  The ESW will be in school again 
soon, and she will be making referrals to parents who continue to arrive late each day, particularly those 
she has spoken to already regarding this. Thank you for your support with this serious matter. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Keneisha Dohman & Lamin Jallow (Y2), James 
O’Brien (Y3), Alani Dixon (Y4) and Akiem Burton (Y6). 
 
Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception Jahieem Jackson   A big improvement in his behaviour 
 

Year 1 Reanna Bowen  Getting all her spellings right in every test 
 

Year 2 Bethany Tibbatts   Superb artwork! Carefully and accurately done 
   

Year 3 Melissa Morris  Using fantastic adjectives in her Literacy work 
 

Year 4 K’Yana Sullivan  Following instructions first time, everytime  
   

Year 5 Thomas Cope   Great artwork, a sensible attitude & incredible knowledge –  
He is a “walking encyclopaedia!” 

 

Year 6 Ronan Tucker   Listening to instructions first time & because of this, he   
                                                                  produced a good calendar . 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


