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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Goodness me what a busy week we have had in school! Our performances were fabulous and I 
am so proud to be at St. Joseph’s. Thank you all for your positive comments and I am glad 
you enjoyed yourselves. A wonderful turnout. 
Lots to read this week and all of it important, so persevere and read it all if you can. Only 
10 more shopping days to go, so we will all be busy. I wish you a peaceful weekend if you 
can.  
 

God Bless 
L. Howell  

 Christmas Performances 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas performances so wonderfully 
this week. The children performed beautifully and I am sure that you are all very 
proud of them, as we are. It was great to see so many people attending and it is 
always very encouraging for the children to see that their efforts are 
appreciated. I would also like to thank everyone who made donations and bought 
programmes on the day, all proceeds will go to school fund and will support us with 
Christmas celebrations. 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
Saturday 15th December  Christmas Bazaar   11.00am 
Tuesday 18th December  Christmas Dinner 
Thursday 20th December  Christmas Party Afternoon 
Friday 21st December  Break up for half term    1.30 pm 
Tuesday 8th January   Return to school   8.55am prompt please 
 

Advance Warning — Break up 
School finishes for the Christmas holiday next Friday at 1.30pm. Please ensure that children are 
picked up promptly at 1.30pm, as staff will also be leaving the premises at this time.  
 

St. Joseph’s Parish Bazaar 
The Parish Bazaar is taking place tomorrow between 12.00am and 3.00pm 
in St. Joseph’s School. It will be a fun event for all the family, with 
tombola, books, raffles, bottles and tins, refreshments, and of course, 
Father Christmas! We also have lots of new toys for sale at excellent 
prices, so why not come along and pick up some last minute gifts? We 
look forward to seeing you there. Thank you to those people who have 
made donations and helped to prepare for the bazaar. Your help is very 
much appreciated. 
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Christmas Dinner 
If your child has sandwiches and would like a Christmas dinner on Tuesday 18th 
December, please send in £1.60 on Monday. Thank you. 

 
Birthdays 
I do not mean to spoil anyone’s fun on their birthday, but with so many allergies (e.g. dairy, nut, egg etc) 
in school now it is really unwise to give out birthday cake. It is also very difficult to share out cake, so 
for these reasons, we no longer allow birthday cake to be brought into school. You can bring in sweets, 
which can be given out at the door as children go home, and then it is the decision of the parent as to 
whether a child can have them. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Christmas Party!!!!!    
A letter is going out today about the Christmas party next Thursday. Please look out for it with this 
newsletter. 
 

Uniform 
I would like to remind all parents that trainers are not permitted in school. Shoes should be black or 
brown in colour and should be comfortable for everyday wear. Also, shoes must be sensible and 
appropriate for school wear with no heels. Please bear in mind that your child spends all day in their 
shoes and also runs around the playground in them! Thank you for your support with this. 
 

Mobile Phones 
I would like to remind you that children are not allowed to carry mobile phones are in 
school. If there is an exceptional circumstance in which you require your child to have 
a mobile phone for after school, please come and see me.  In this situation, the phones 
must be brought into the office every morning and collected at the end of the day. 
Any child who does not have permission to have a phone in school and has one with 
them will have their phone confiscated and their parents will have to collect them in 
person. The school will not take any responsibility for phones that get broken, lost or 
stolen whilst in school. 
 

Breakfast Club 
There will be no Breakfast Club next week or the first week back. Thank you to the parents who have 
supported us with the running of Breakfast Club over the last term and we hope for your continued 
support next year. 
 

Christmas Preparations 
Thank you to all of the parents who came in to help us prepare the school for Christmas, 
and with various little jobs. You know who you are and what you did! It is always very 
encouraging to receive support from parents and guardians in school, and your time is 
very much appreciated.   

 

Dinner Money 
Please could all parents with outstanding dinner bills settle their accounts by Monday (if possible), or no 
later than Wednesday? This is because the accounts are finalised for the term at this time and 
outstanding amounts have to be passed on to the city council. All families with outstanding debts will 
receive a letter and a bill detailing how much dinner money is owed. Failure to pay this bill will result in 
your child no longer being able to have dinner in school. It is important that you pay your child’s dinner 
money every week, in order to avoid running up big bills that then become unpayable.  
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Tin Whistles (KS2) 
I am very disappointed by the number of children who are frequently forgetting to bring their tin 
whistles to school each week. Tin whistle tuition is part of our school Curriculum and take place every 
Wednesday afternoon in school for Years 3 and 4. It forms part of the children’s music lessons and so it 
is essential that all children take part. Mr Brennan is really upset that his time is being wasted every 
week. Please ensure that your child brings their whistle to school every week. If they have lost their 
whistle, a replacement can be purchased from school for £3.00. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
 

Advent 
This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent. It is also traditionally known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’. The word 
‘Gaudete’ is Latin and means ‘rejoice!’ The theme of the third Sunday of advent is therefore one of 
rejoicing that Christmas is very near. Traditionally, Christians fasted during advent, and Gaudete 
Sunday was a day of rejoicing because the time of fasting was almost over. The colour of the candle on 
the advent wreath that we light this week is pink, which symbolises joy and hope. As the feast 
of Christmas draws closer, we are reminded that Jesus is with us even now, and 
the Church emphasises the anticipation and joy which should be in our hearts as 
we come closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus. If you go to church on 
Sunday, you will hear readings from the prophet Isaiah and the Gospel of 
Matthew. These readings tell us that we should be happy, because the Lord is 
coming. Isaiah tells us that even nature will rejoice when the Messiah comes 
again. In the Gospel, we hear Jesus send a message to John the Baptist, to tell 
him that he is the one who he has been waiting for, and preparing the way for 
through his preaching. This message also tells us that we should rejoice and 
have joy in our hearts, as the waiting of advent is almost over.  
 
 

Attendance (week Beginning 3rd December) 
Well done to Y6, who achieved 97% attendance for last week, but unfortunately had a total of 14 late 
marks. You must get in on time Y6, and Y1, who had a very disappointing 26 late marks this week. The full 
results are as follows: 
 
Rec  88% with 2 lates Year One 89% with 26 lates Year Two 93% with 4 lates 
Year Three  96% with 8 lates Year Four 95% with 10 lates Year Five 85% with 8 lates 
Year Six 97% with 14 lates  
 
The whole school attendance was 92% with 72 lates. Our school target is at least 95%, so let’s hope 
that everyone is in after Christmas. 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Lance Chen & Coral Pemberton (Y1), Emily Ashford, 
Emmanuelle Kaniki (Y5) and Le'Mar Rodney (Y6) 
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This Sunday is the 
3rd  

Sunday of Advent 

 
Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception  Whole Class    A lovely performance of ‘Whoops-a-Daisy’ Angel 
       -a special mention to Anaaya Anderson 
Year 1  Coral Pemberton  Looking after children in class when they are ill or sad 
Year 2  Benjamin Shrimpton-Clark Singing loudly and knowing what to do in the concerts 
Year 3  Lasharna Holder-Jones A great improvement in behaviour this term 
Year 4  Aaliyah Bradbury  Trying hard to read and write her keywords 
Year 5  Eleesha Palmer   An excellent performance as Mary, even with a cold!  
Year 6  Sophie Burton   An excellent effort in her practice test 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 


