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Dear Parents and Carers… 
I would like to wish you all a really happy Christmas, and I hope that you all enjoy the extra 
time with your families. It has been a long half term and I think that we are all ready for a 
holiday.  
I have just been to every class to visit the children at their parties. They are having fun and 
there is lots of laughter. It is lovely to see them all enjoying themselves. I must thank you 
all for you very generous contributions to the party food and for your support throughout 
the term.  
Merry Christmas and God bless you and your loved ones. 
  

L. Howell  
 

Christmas Holidays 
School finishes for the Christmas holiday tomorrow at 1.30pm. 
Please ensure that children are picked up promptly at 1.30pm, as 
staff will also be leaving the premises at this time.  
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Friday 21st December  Break up for half term    1.30 pm 
Tuesday 8th January   Return to school   8.55am prompt please 
 

Advent 
This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we light the remaining purple candle on our 
wreath, along with the other three. The remaining, centre candle is white and is called the Christ 
Candle.  It is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The central location of the 
Christ Candle reminds us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas, 
giving light to the world. In the readings this week, we hear of the 
events immediately leading up to Jesus’ birth. We hear of the 
angel’s visit to Joseph, who is afraid because of what is happening 
to Mary. The angel reassures him and tells him that Jesus is special 
and will be the saviour of mankind. In both the first reading and the 
Gospel, we hear the word Emmanuel used as a name for Jesus. 
Emmanuel means ‘God with us’ and is one of the titles often used for 
Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ gives us the central meaning of Christmas, which 
is that God is with us and always will be.    
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This Sunday is the 
4th   

Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Services at St. Joseph’s 
You will find the Christmas Mass and service times on the back of this 
newsletter. It would be lovely to see as many of you as possible at one of the 
Christmas Masses. The family service on Christmas Eve is always very special 
and popular, with the children being invited to dress up and take part in the 
Mass. There will be a dramatisation of the nativity, and presents after Mass 
for the children. This takes place at 7.00pm. There will be a rehearsal for all 
children who would like to take part in the nativity drama on Saturday 22nd 
December at 11.30am in the church. The traditional ‘Midnight Mass’ takes 
place at 10.45pm (it finishes at midnight!!), beginning with a Carol service and 
readings, with the figures being placed in the crib. Christmas Day Mass is at 
10.00am. There is also a special service for all children who are altar servers 
on St. Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) at 11.00am. The servers will become 
members of the Guild of St. Stephen, who is the Patron Saint of Altar 
servers, at this Mass and there will be a party afterwards for them. It is 
important to remember the true meaning of what we celebrate at this time of 
year, especially for those of us who are Christian or Catholic. The word 
‘Christmas’ means ‘the birth of Christ’ and that is what should be at the heart 
of all that we do to celebrate, so it would be wonderful to see the church full 
for our services!  I look forward to seeing you over Christmas.  

 

        Father Gerry.  

Breakfast Club 
There will be no Breakfast Club during the first week back after the holiday. Thank you to the parents 
who have supported us with the running of Breakfast Club over the last term and we hope for your 
continued support next year. 
 
Attendance (week Beginning 10th December) 
Well done to Year 2, who achieved 93% attendance for last week. Year 3 & Year 6 also had 93%, but had 
more late marks. The full results are as follows: 
 

Rec  78% with 10 lates Year One 91% with 15 lates Year Two 93% with 6 lates 
Year Three  93% with 10 lates Year Four 87% with 12 lates Year Five 86% with 5 lates 
Year Six 93% with 8 lates  
 

The whole school attendance was 89% with 66 lates. Our school target is at least 95%, so let’s hope 
that everyone is in after Christmas. 

 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Deja 
Lawrence-Bogle (Rec), Aaliyah Cooper, Haris Yasin & J’von  
Allen-Brade (Y2),Farai Rimayi & Kacper Bolon (Y3) and Thomas Cope (Y5). 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


