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Dear Parents and Carers… 
This half term seems to be flying by. One week to go and another holiday. 
Thank you for your comments about the playground development. It is always 
a pleasure to receive positive feedback. We are trying hard to make school a 
pleasant place to be and the children are always appreciative, and do notice 
changes around school. Thank you also for sending back the forms about your 
children’s outside interests: some really lovely things going on. Please send the 
forms back if you haven’t already. We hope to start some interest clubs next 
term. The French club is going well and I am having to practise myself!! 
 
Kind regards,  
Linda Howell 
 

OFSTED Inspection 
We have had notification that we will be visited by OFSTED on Tuesday and Wednesday of 
next week. Things in school are progressing well and we are moving forward with many projects. 
I am sure that you will have noticed the new playground benches and the Sculptor working in 
Reception playground. A busy time to be inspected but then any time is busy in schools.  With 
this newsletter you will receive some important information about the inspection, and a 
confidential questionnaire, which should be completed and returned to school, in a sealed 
envelope, before 3.30pm on Monday. There will be a sealed box near the office for your 
replies. 
 
Half Term Break 
A reminder that we break up for our half term holiday next Friday at 3.15pm. We return to 
school on Monday 18th February at 8.55am prompt!  
 
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club will be open again on Monday morning for all children who 
attended previously. Children should be in school by 8.15 am if they are coming 
to breakfast club. Children will not be admitted after 8.30am. If there are any 
parental volunteers who would like to help, please see Miss Russell. Apologies 
for the delay in starting again but we have had difficulties finding volunteers to 
supervise the children. 
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Bad Weather 
As you may know, there have been forecasts of snow recently. In the event of 
us having extreme weather which causes significant disruption, any school 
closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 
100.7 and Radio WM 95.6.  If you do not hear our school name or any mention 
of ‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! 
 

School Mass 
There will be a whole school mass at St. Joseph’s Church on Wednesday 5th February to 
celebrate Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. The mass will start at 9.30am. It would 
be wonderful to see parents at this Mass too, so if you can, please come and join us for 
this special day in our faith.  
 
Mother’s Day Assembly 
We are holding a special assembly for Mother’s Day on Friday 29th February at 2.25pm. The children are 
preparing well and are looking forward to welcoming you all to this event. 
 

Lent/Ash Wednesday 
As you will have read above, Lent begins on Wednesday, with a holy day known 
as Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is the first of the 40 days of Lent, which 
represents the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness before his 
suffering, death and resurrection. The word ‘Lent’ means to lengthen, 
and is used as because Lent is observed in spring, when the days begin 
to get longer. Lent is traditionally a time of repenting and preparing for the 
resurrection of Jesus on Easter Day.  During the services celebrated on Ash 
Wednesday, Father Gerry will make the sign of the cross on our foreheads 
with ashes, saying ‘Turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel’. These ashes 

are made by burning the palm leaves that were used on Palm Sunday last year. They are blessed and used 
as a sign of penance, or sorrow for our sins. Some people also fast on Ash Wednesday. 

Christians believe that Jesus died to free us from sin and to bring us forgiveness, so during Lent, we 
remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. Traditionally, people give something up for Lent, such as 
chocolate or sweets, which is a small way of representing this sacrifice. At school, we are encouraging 
the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give something up, but to think of a way in 
which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more patient or to help around the house. We 
will be using the ‘Walk With Me’ programme to prepare for Easter. This is a similar programme to the 
one that we used during Advent, and on Monday your child will receive a calendar, which gives them a 
focus for each day of Lent. This is generally a little thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., 
and is designed to help your child to think about the meaning of Lent and Easter. Again, we will have the 
large version of the calendar in the entrance hall as a focus for the children and they will be following 
the daily reflections in class. Please take the time to look at the calendar with your child. Thank you. 
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Attendance (week Beginning 21st January) 
Well done to Y2, who achieved 98% attendance for last week. The full results are as follows: 
 
Rec  92% with 11 lates Year One 90% with 13 lates Year Two 98% with 13 lates 
Year Three  94% with 11 lates Year Four 89% with 5 lates Year Five 90% with 10 lates 
Year Six 93% with 6 lates  

 
The whole school attendance was 92% with 69 lates. Our school 

target is at least 95%. Well done! Punctuality was much 
better this week. Remember….. in the line for 5 to 9!! 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Tia Gibbs (Rec), Tia & T'reece Ellis-Brade (Y1), 
Aaliyah Bradbury (Y4) and Shiloh Clarke-Brade (Y6) 
 

 
 

Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 
Reception  Kijani Sulllivan  Working really hard with his phonics and numbers 
Year 1  Bradley Shrimpton-Clark Trying really hard in lessons  
Year 2  Cameron Sandland  Working hard during his Science lesson 
Year 3  Casey Slack   Trying to be more independent when working 
Year 4  Courtney Burton  A wonderful two page dragon story    
Year 5  Jenay McLean  A noticeable improvement in effort and attitude   
Year 6 Kyle Herlock-Laird Remembering facts in Numeracy  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 


