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St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 14th March 2008    

 
Dear Parents and Carers… 
Our Reception children  have been part of a Sculpture project during the last term. This was funded 
by the Education Action Zone in Nechells and every Primary School in the Zone has had this 
opportunity too. Today, representatives from each of the schools took part in a Sculpture trail and 
went to visit the other schools to see their sculptures. I must say a big thank you to Robot, who 
worked wonderfully with our children in developing their own special sculptures and the beautiful 
ones that he has produced for our playground. A photographer from the Birmingham Evening Mail 
has been today to take pictures and please keep an eye out for the paper on 8th April . 
   
I have spoken to a number of parents this week about our Ofsted report. I will write to you all next 
week to more fully explain a few issues that have been a concern to the parents I have spoken to. 
These reports are often a little unclear and sometimes do not tell the full story. I will send a letter 
home before the end of term. I am still pleased with the progress your children are making and 
want to assure you that they, and their education, are my main concern at all times.  
Have a good weekend. 
Kind regards,  
Linda Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Sunday 16th March  Palm Sunday Service, starting at school,  10.45am 

then moving to St. Joseph’s Church 
Wednesday 19th March School Mass – Feast Day of St. Joseph  9.15am 
Wednesday 19th March  Parents’ Evening     (times allocated) 
Thursday 20th March  Break up for half term    3.15pm 
Monday 7th April  Return to school     8.55am 

  
School Mass 
We will be having Mass in school on Wednesday to celebrate the feast day of St. Joseph, our 
patron Saint, starting at 9.15am. You are all most welcome to attend and share in our 
celebration. It would be wonderful to see as many of you as possible coming along to Masses and 
services that go on in school. I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.  
 

Parents’ Evening 
You should have received your letter to request an appointment for Parents’ Evening this week. Thanks to 
those who have already sent them back and you will be more likely to have the times you wanted. Can 
everyone else please send the form back in by Monday at the latest, so that times can be allocated. Thank 
you!  
 
End of Term 
Just a reminder that we break up next Thursday at 3.15pm for the Easter holiday. We return to school on 
Monday 7th April at 8.55am prompt! 
 

St. Joseph 
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School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 10p to £1.70 per day. This is a 
decision taken by the City Council, and although we were able to ‘opt out’ of the last increase, this rise is 
compulsory. The cost of dinners will be £8.50 per week. 
 
After-School Netball Coaching 
The final session of netball coaching for Y5 girls takes place on Monday after school. It has been really 
enjoyable for all of the children who have taken part and we look forward to bringing you more after-school 
events in the very near future.  
 
Irish Dancing 
Due to Parents’ Evening next Wednesday, there will be no Irish Dancing. Classes will resume after 
the holiday, on Wednesday 9th April. 
 
Palm Sunday  
This Sunday is the sixth in Lent, and is known as Palm Sunday. It is the beginning of ‘Holy Week’, which is the 
most important week of the year in the Catholic and Christian faiths. Holy Week is the week leading up to 
Jesus’ death, and resurrection on Easter Day. There are five special days in Holy Week on which Christians 
go to church; Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. These days 
remember special events in the Easter story.  
 
On Palm Sunday, we remember Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem for the Jewish feast of Passover. After hearing 
about Jesus and the miracles that he had performed in Galilee, the people were starting to believe that 
Jesus was the Son of God and that he would be their King. When they heard 
that he was coming to their town, they were keen to see him and gathered 
along the road. They waved palm branches and shouted, "Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel!" (John 
12:12-13). The people were excited and it was a time of great joy and 
happiness for them. However, while Jesus was happy that people believed in 
him and wanted him as their King, it was also a time of great sadness and 
fear for him because he knew what was going to happen later that week and 
that those same people would disown him and turn away from him, saying 
that he should be crucified. So, while the story of Palm Sunday helps us to 
remember that Jesus is our king, it also helps us to think about times that 
we have turned away from God. 
 
On Palm Sunday, churches give people blessed palms to wave. Sometimes they also hold processions, to remind 
us of what happened in Jerusalem. In St. Joseph’s Parish, we have a procession which starts at 10.45am here 
in the school. We leave the school and process to the church, waving our palms and singing, so that everybody 
can see and remember why Palm Sunday is important to us. You are most welcome and encouraged to attend 
this service on Sunday and I know that Father Gerry would be delighted to see you!  
 
All of the children have received a palm cross today. The Palm cross helps us to remember that although Palm 
Sunday is a time of joy and celebration, we should also remember the importance and sadness of the week 
that is to come. The palm represents the joy and happiness of Palm Sunday, while the shape of the cross 
represents the cross on which Jesus died, and so the sadness of Jesus’ death. Some Christians display the 
palm crosses in their homes during the year as a symbol of their faith. Traditionally, the blessed palms are 
burned at the start of Lent the next year, which makes the ash that we use on Ash Wednesday. 
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MASS TIMES FOR EASTER – Yesterday, you should have received details of Easter services at St. 
Joseph’s Church. Please note that the Easter Vigil Mass (Saturday evening) actually starts at 7.00pm. 

Apologies for any confusion caused! 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
There will be a meeting for parents of children who are making their First Holy Communion on this coming 
Saturday (15th March) at 11.00am in St. Joseph’s Church.  It is very important that all children and parents 
attend. Thank you for your ongoing support. 
Sister Catherine  
 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
Monday is the feast day of St. Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland, and of one of our house 
groups! I know that many of you will be attending (and even taking part in!) the parade in town 
this weekend and other celebrations, so I wish you all a very happy celebration! 
 
Attendance  (week Beginning 3rd March) 
Well done to Y3, who achieved 99% attendance for last week – AMAZING! The full results are as follows: 
Rec  83% with 5 lates Year One 93% with 13 lates Year Two 93% with 12 lates 
Year Three  99% with 12 lates Year Four 96% with 7 lates Year Five 86% with 3 lates 
Year Six 93% with 3 lates  

The whole school attendance was 92% with 55 lates. Remember… 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week and last week to Brylei Vincent & Chad Coleman (Rec),  
ViVi Shu, Chloe Burton, Courtney Burton, Connor Doherty, Chelsea Shrimpton-Clark & Lavin Omar 
(Y4) and Julie Chim (Y6) 
 
Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception  Warren Miller Working hard all week. Keep it up! 
Year 1  Coral Pemberton Working really hard and contributing to class discussions 
Year 2  Lamin Jallow   A huge effort and lovely work! 
Year 3  Whole Class  Trying really hard with work and behaviour all week 
Year 4  Sara Antonio  Settling into Y4 really well and being hard working and helpful 
   Jamilah Hassan  “   “    “  
   Armani Greaves “      “    “ 
Year 5  Caprice Carnell A big effort with contributing to class discussions   
Year 6 Darbie Barrett  A fantastic effort with her practice SAT’s reading test  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


