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Dear Parents and Carers… 
It is lovely to see everyone back and looking so well after the 
holiday! I would like to welcome you all back and a special welcome 
to the new children who have started this week. I am sure that you 
will be very happy at St. Joseph’s. I would also like to welcome our 
new staff, Mrs Ball and Mrs Bartlett. I am sure that they will 
make a very positive contribution to your children’s time here.  
 

Kind regards 
L. Howell 
 

Weather! 
As I am sure you have noticed, the ‘Indian Summer’ that we were 
promised for September has not materialised!! Some children came to 
school today without coats. Please can you ensure that your child is 
appropriately dressed for the weather? It would be a good idea to send 
them with a coat everyday, even if does appear to be a dry day, as the 
weather is so unpredictable at the moment. Thank you for your support 
with this. 

 
Father Gerry McArdle 
As some of you may have already heard through the parish, Father Gerry will be leaving us at 
the end of this month. He will be retiring from the Priesthood and returning home to his family 
in Northern Ireland. He has been here in St. Joseph’s parish with us for 14 years, and in that 
time has done a tremendous amount of work, both within the parish and the wider community, 
particularly with the renovation of St. Joseph’s, the recent work on the new parish centre and 
the new ‘Birinus’ community project, which is based at the church. Father Gerry will be sadly 
missed and many people will want to say goodbye and ‘thank you’ to him for all that he has 
brought to our community. Therefore, a Mass of Thanksgiving will be taking place in St. 
Joseph’s Church on Friday 26th September at 6.30pm, to which you are all warmly welcomed. It 
would be lovely to see a good representation from the school at this Mass, as Father Gerry 
takes a great pride in the children of St. Joseph’s. After the mass, there will be a celebration 
in St. Thomas’ Social Club, Erdington. Due to health and safety regulations, admission to the 
celebration will be by ticket only, as it is expected that there will be a large number of people 
attending. Details of arrangements for the celebration and tickets are available from Edward 
Farnan or Danny Delaney at St. Joseph’s Church after mass on Saturday evening or Sunday 
morning. Tickets are available on a first come first served basis. For further information, 
please contact Edward Farnan on 07765 882114.   



 

 
Uniform 
Firstly, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all of the children looking so smart!  It is 
always nice to see the children in their new uniforms. I would just like to remind you of a few of 
our policies regarding uniform in school. As stated in our prospectus; 

“ The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a  
distraction to others (e.g. – shaved patterns, colours etc.).” 

I would ask that you bear this in mind when taking your child to get their hair cut. Hairstyles 
should be sensible and appropriate for school. Also, for health and safety reasons, we do not 
allow children to wear any jewellery in school. The only exception to this is small gold studs, 
which should be removed for P.E. and swimming. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets or 
rings are not allowed. Thank you for your co-operation with this.  
 
Breakfast Club 
We are hoping to start Breakfast Club on Monday 15th September, however, for this to happen, 
we desperately need parental volunteers. There will be 30 places available on a first-come, 
first-served basis for children, and so we need at least four parental volunteers to supervise 
and help prepare breakfasts. If you can help, please see Mrs Pattinson. Thank you. 

 
 
School Photographs 
The photographer will be in school on Wednesday 1st October. Those 
parents who would like younger siblings included, or family photographs 
should come to school first thing in the morning, as these pictures will be 
taken first. 

 

Congratulations! 
To Miss Painting, who got married over the summer holidays and is now Mrs Palmerfield. Many 
of our staff saw her on the day and she looked beautiful! Mr Palmerfield didn’t look bad either!! 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Lucien Jaffer (Rec), Kieran Phillips (Y1) and 
Sarah Brown-Short & Shiloh Foster (Y5). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  


