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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Another busy week!! Our thoughts are with Father Gerry this week as he prepares 
to leave and begin his retirement. His going will be sad, but his new life in 
Ireland will hopefully improve his health.  
Our prayers are with him this weekend. 
 

Kindest regards, 
L. Howell 

 
Father Gerry — Thanksgiving  Assembly 
Thank you to the parent who attended Father Gerry’s assembly yesterday. It was a really 
lovely event, and Father Gerry was very touched at the presentations that the children 
made. We also had our first premiere of the new Y3 cheerleading group, who performed 
brilliantly, and an ‘interesting’ performance by the staff!! Father Gerry has asked me to pass 
on his sincere thanks for the kindness that has been shown to him, particularly by the parents 
who made donations towards his gift (with which he was very pleased!). We bought Father 
Gerry a digital camera, memory card and camera bag with the donations from parents. He 
has also been very touched by the children’s messages and prayers. 
 
Swimming 
Swimming will resume as normal next week for Y6. Please ensure that your child has their kit in 
school on Thursday morning. Thank you. 
 

Book Week/ ‘Bring Your Favourite Book to School’ Day 
Next week is ‘Book Week’ within school and the Scholastic ‘Book 

Safari’ Book Fair will be coming to St Joseph’s. The Book Fair 
will be open to parents and pupils between 3.15pm and 
4.00pm. 
 
We are also having a ‘Bring Your Favourite Book to School’ 
day on Wednesday. Your child should bring in their 

favourite book from home, which will be used in lessons 
during the day. The staff will also taking part in this! 

 
Retirement of Father Gerry McArdle — Friday 26th September 
A reminder that a Mass of Thanksgiving will be taking place tonight in St. Joseph’s Church on 
Friday 26th September at 6.30pm, to which you are all warmly welcomed. Please be aware 
that we are expecting a large number of people at this Mass, so arrive as early as you can 
to get a seat! Please be seated by 6.20pm at the latest. Thank you!  
 



 

Visit by the Life Education Bus & Harold! 
The Life Education Bus will be visiting school on Monday and Tuesday. This provides health 
education for children, including drug prevention awareness and also covers issues such as 
eating healthily. The topics that will be covered over the two days are listed below. 
 
All About Me   Rec    It’s Great to be Me  Y4 
My Wonderful Body  Y1    Friends    Y5 
Feelings    Y2    Decisions    Y6 
Meet the Brain   Y3 
 
There will be two sessions for parents. One is for parents only and it will run 
between 8.55am and 9.25am on Monday morning. We would encourage you to 
come along to this session, which will give you an insight into what the Life 
Education Bus is all about, and some good advice! There is also a ten-minute 
session between 8.45am and 8.55am on Tuesday morning, where parents can just 
drop in with their children. Harold the Giraffe will also be with us for the two days! 
  
School Photographs 
The photographer will be in school next Wednesday 1st October. Those parents who would 
like younger siblings included, or family photographs should come to school first thing in the 
morning, as these pictures will be taken first. Please be in school by 9.00am. 
 
Harvest Festival Mass 
We will be holding our Harvest Mass Celebration on 10th October at 9.10am. All parents are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. Our school celebrations are a wonderful opportunity 

to strengthen and develop the home-school-parish partnership, 
and as such it would be wonderful to see as many of you as 
possible coming along to Masses, services and assemblies that go 
on in school. The children put a lot of effort into preparing for these 
events and it is very encouraging for them to see that their effort is 
supported. We will be asking for donations towards the Harvest 
collection, but arrangements for this will follow. Please do not send 
anything in yet!! Thank you. 

 
Parents and Carers Coffee Morning 
You are all warmly welcomed to come along and join us for a weekly 
Coffee Morning at school, every Thursday from 9.00 until 9.30am in 
school, which is being hosted by Paul, the new Community Worker from 
the Birinus project (which is based at St. Joseph’s Church), and Sister 
Catherine. This coffee morning is open to all parents and carers. 
 
Attendance (week Beginning 15th September) 
The attendance for last week will be on next week’s newsletter. 

 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Anaaya Anderson (Year 
One), Tabinda Shamaoon (Year Four) and Narges Ahmadi Adl & 
Gemma Bennett (Year Six). 
 



 

Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 
Reception Neil Chen  Always working hard and being a polite little boy 
Year 1  Ellie Sandland  Always sitting beautifully and being ready to start the lesson 
Year 2  Mohammed HassanA wonderful reading of his prayer to all those people in assembly  
Year 3  Sabrina Chim  Doing extra homework  
Year 4  Tiae Huntley  Helping  adults in the classroom and using her initiative 
Year 5  Vivi Shu  Initiative! Going to the library for books about class topics  
Year 6  Shannon Whyte  Always giving 100% and setting an excellent example  

 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
 
 


