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Dear Parents and Carers… 
It has been a privilege to watch all of your children performing in their plays this week. Everyone 
contributed and the costumes, songs and acting were brilliant!! Staff worked hard and the children rose to 
the occasion as usual. Well done everybody! 
 

I would like to thank you all for your congratulations, cards and good wishes after the articles in the 
Birmingham Mail last weekend. I am really thrilled that St. Joseph’s is getting such positive press. I know 
that the award was a personal one but no one person can ever take the credit for such an award. The staff, 
children and parents at St. Joseph’s must all take credit for this, and your support has helped us to move 
forward and raise the profile of this school. Well done to us all!  
 

Well, it is nearly Christmas and everyone is busy, busy, busy. I will be rushing around like everyone else 
over the weekend. I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a peaceful, restful and 
calm Christmas, and a very happy New Year. See you all back here safely in January. 

God Bless 
 

L. Howell 
 

Goodbye and Thank You! 
It is with sadness that we have to say goodbye to some members of staff this term.  
After 21 years at St Joseph’s Mrs Taylor has decided to move on. Mrs Taylor has worked here for such 
a long time and she will be greatly missed by all at St Joseph’s. She has been a class teacher here 
and has also helped many of your children by giving them extra support with their education when 
they have needed it. 
  
Miss Robinson is also leaving us today, and she will also be greatly missed. She joined St Joseph’s at a 
very difficult time and has played a big part in moving our school forward and improving the 
opportunities for your children. She has been a great support to us all and we wish her the very best 
of luck in her new post. I would like to add my personal thanks for everything that she has done here, 
as without the help of a supportive Deputy a Head’s job is even harder. 
 

Mrs Bartlett only joined us in September as a teaching assistant, but has 
decided to look for a job closer to home. We wish her well too. 
 
So, on behalf of the staff, governors, parents and pupils, I would like to thank 
them all for their hard work during their time here and all that they have 
contributed to the education of your children. We wish them all the best for 
their futures.  
Linda Howell 
 
Christmas Services at St. Joseph’s 
I would like to invite all families to our Christmas services at St. Joseph’s. It is 
always a pleasure to see so many of you at the Christmas Masses and you are 
all most welcome. The family service on Christmas Eve is always very special 
and popular, with the children being invited to dress up and take part in the 
Mass. There will be a dramatisation of the nativity, and presents after Mass for 
the children. This takes place at 7.00pm. Please note that there is NO late mass 



 

6 
days until 
Christmas! 

on Christmas Eve this year. Christmas Day Mass is at 10.00am. There is also a special service for all 
children who are altar servers on St. Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) at 11.00am. The servers will become 
members of the Guild of St. Stephen, who is the Patron Saint of Altar servers, at this Mass and there 
will be a party afterwards for them. It is important to remember the true meaning of what we 
celebrate at this time of year, especially for those of us who are Christian or Catholic. The word 
‘Christmas’ means ‘the birth of Christ’ and that is what should be at the heart of all that we do to 
celebrate, so it would be wonderful to see the church full for our services! I look forward to seeing 
you over Christmas.  
 

Father Gerry Lennon & Sister Catherine.  
 

Breakfast Club / After-School Clubs 
There will be no Breakfast Club during the first week back after the holiday. Breakfast Club will 
commence on Monday 7th January. We will inform you of the start dates for after school clubs next 
term. 
 
Advent 
This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we light the remaining 
purple candle on our wreath, along with the other three. The remaining, 
centre candle is white and is called the Christ Candle.  It is traditionally 
lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The central location of the Christ 
Candle reminds us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas, giving light to 
the world. In the readings this week, we hear of the events immediately 
leading up to Jesus’ birth. We hear of the angel’s visit to Joseph, who is 
afraid because of what is happening to Mary. The angel reassures him 
and tells him that Jesus is special and will be the saviour of mankind. In 
both the first reading and the Gospel, we hear the word Emmanuel 
used as a name for Jesus. Emmanuel means ‘God with us’ and is one of 
the titles often used for Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ gives us the central meaning 
of Christmas, which is that God is with us and always will be.    
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Tyrese Nolan & Ryan Faulkner (Reception, Deja 
Lawrence-Bogle (Year One), Shyarntai Carlyle (Year Two), Aaliyah Cooper, Haris Yasin & Jvon Allen-Brade(Year 
Three), Farai Rimayi & Kacper Bolon (Year Four) and Thomas Cope (Year Six). 
 
Acts of kindness this week 
T’Reece Ellis-Brade (Y2) -  For remembering the workmen in school when writing his Christmas Cards 
Georgia Bryan (Y5) -  For helping Miss Holden to work with a pupil every day  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


