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St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 6th March 2009 

 
Dear Parents and Carers… 
I am so pleased that school is looking good and that we have made so many improvements 
over the last year. I have had a call from Ofsted today and they are coming to re-inspect the 
school next week, on Wednesday and Thursday. We have sent home a questionnaire and a 
letter from the inspectors today, so would you please fill in the questionnaire and put it into 
the envelope. There will be a box in the Reception area on Monday, or you can send it in with 
your child. Lots of what you asked for last time has been addressed and we hope that you 
can take this opportunity to make your comments known.  
Can I also thank you for your support with behaviour over the last few weeks. Your support 
makes all the difference. 
Keep us in your prayers next week. 

Kind regards 
 

L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 11th March  OFSTED Inspection 
Thursday 12th March  OFSTED Inspection 
Friday 13th March  Comic Relief Red Nose Day –     

‘Wear something red and bring a joke day’ £1.00 per child 
(details to follow) 

Monday 16th March   First day of Book Week 
Thursday 19th March  Book Character Dress Up Day   £1.00 per child 
    (details to follow) 
Friday 20th March   Mother’s Day Assembly – Ladies only!  1.45pm 
Friday 19th June  Father’s Day Assembly – Gentlemen only! 1.45pm 

 
Lunchtime Supervisors Required! 
We currently have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor. The post would 

require working between 12.00pm and 1.10pm every day, and we would 
like to appoint someone who could start fairly soon! The position will require 

a full CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) check, which will be completed upon 
appointment. If you would like further information or to apply for the job, 

please see Mrs Howell or Mrs Watchorn.  
 

After-School Clubs 
The following after-school clubs are running this half term: 
Cricket - Monday  Y4 
Dance  - Wednesday  Y4 & Y5 
Multi-skills - Thursday  Y5 & Y6 
A reminder that after-school clubs finish at 4.15pm promptly, and that your child should be 
picked up on time by a responsible adult! We will try to arrange more evenings if we can. 
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Comic Relief ‘Red Nose’ Day 
Next Friday 13th March is Comic Relief’s annual ‘Red Nose Day’. We will be having a ‘wear 
something red and bring a joke’ day in school. You can come in your own 
clothes on this day, but you should wear something red and bring £1. In fact, you 
can come as red as you want! You can wear your red noses too. The theme 
of Comic Relief this year is ‘Do Something Funny for Money’, and so 
we would like every child to bring in a (clean!) joke. We will be 
making a ‘Joke Tree’ in the entrance hall, and all of the jokes will be 
hung on the branches. The jokes will be made into a school joke 
book, which we will sell at a later date for the charity. It will be a really 
fun day, and I hope you are all looking forward to it. 

 
Mother’s Day Assembly 
We are holding a special assembly for Mother’s Day on Friday 

20th March at 1.45pm. The children are looking forward to 
welcoming you all to this event and it would be lovely to see as many  

Mums as possible. 
 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Scheme 
We are taking part in the Sainsbury’s Active Kids ’09 scheme. Please bring in any 
vouchers that you get, and put them into the collection box in the Reception 
area. If any of your family and friends would collect vouchers for us too, then we 
would be very grateful. Thank you….. 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
This weekend is the Second Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings 
this week is the call to follow God and the sacrifices that we may have 
to make to follow him. If you go to church on Sunday, you will hear the 
story of Abraham, the man who was asked by God to sacrifice his son 
as a test of his faith. Although he did not want to do what God was 
asking him, Abraham was willing to put his trust in God and showed 
that he was ready to do anything to follow God. In the Gospel, we 
hear the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus. This is a very important 
event in the life of Jesus, as God tells the disciples that Jesus is his son 
and that they should listen to him. God wanted people to know and 
believe that Jesus was his son so that they could see the sacrifice that 
would be made when Jesus died, that he was giving up his beloved 
son to make us holy again. The belief that Jesus, the Son of God, died 
and rose again to take away our sin is the foundation of the Catholic 
and Christian faith. The theme of sacrifice is therefore very important 

during Lent. The word ‘sacrifice’ comes from the Latin ‘sacra facere’, which means to ‘make holy’, 
but today the word ‘sacrifice’ is understood to mean giving up something that is valuable to you in 
order to help another person. During Lent, we make a sacrifice by giving something up or doing 
something good, for example, giving up our pocket money so that we can give it to charity. We 
make sacrifices in Lent so that we can, in a way, become holy, and prepare ourselves for Easter.  
 
You can help your child to do something good for Lent each day by 
following the ‘Walk With Me’ calendars, which the children brought home 
a few weeks ago. We also have a giant version of the calendar in the 
entrance hall, with a new idea being added each day. Please come in 
and have a look.  
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St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.15am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than 
welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
Attendance — week beginning 23rd February 2009 
Congratulations to Year Three, who achieved 96% attendance for last week. The attendance figures 
were as follows: 
Rec  95% with 8 lates Year One 94% with 12 lates Year Two 95% with 8 lates  
Year Three  96% with 8 lates Year Four 95% with 10 lates Year Five 94% with 3 lates 
Year Six 92% with 4 lates  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 95% with 53 late marks. Try to come on time please. 
Remember…  

 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to ViVi Shu, Chloe Burton & Courtney Burton 
(Year Five). 
 
Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception Tina Li         Always listening and doing her work  
Year 1  Nikola Dohman      Trying hard and doing fantastic independent writing 
Year 2  Mohammad Hassan    His knowledge about the Great Fire of London 
Year 3  Ramatoulie Mbowe     Always listening and being ready to work 
Year 4  Ellis Barrett        Always being polite to adults and a positive attitude 
Year 5  Jaimal Lindo-Samuels Being an exemplary pupil and staying calm in chaos! 
Year 6  Joshua Herlock-Laird Excellent homework and always trying to answer questions 
  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 
 
 
 


