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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Well…… not my idea to put this photo on but my staff 
insisted!! We all had a great day on Book day and the 
children all enjoyed it. Thank you for putting in such 
an effort with costumes, the children looked lovely. 
Have a lovely weekend. The weather looks good! 
 

God Bless 
Kind regards 
 

L. Howell 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 3rd April   End of Term – break up for Easter Holidays 3.15pm 
Monday 20th April  Return to school      8.55am prompt, please! 
Friday 19th June  Father’s Day Assembly – Gentlemen only! 1.45pm 
 
 

 
Mother’s Day  
I would like to wish you all a very happy Mother’s Day on Sunday and a 
happy day with your families. The children have been working hard 
making cards for you all, and have also put a lot of effort into preparing 
their special assembly today, which I am sure you will have all 
thoroughly enjoyed. We also remember at this time mothers who are no 
longer with us, and those who have lost their mothers, as Mother’s Day is 
also a time of celebrating the happy memories that we have shared. 
You are very much in our thoughts and prayers at this time. 

 
 
 
Breakfast Club 
A reminder that Breakfast Club runs between 8.00 and 8.30am, please do not bring your children any 
earlier or later than this! Thank you for your support with this. 
 
 
Mr. Hackett 
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As some of you may already know, Mr Hackett is retiring from his job as 
caretaker of our school at the end of term. Mr Hackett has been with us for 
25 years in St. Joseph’s, and in that time has seen thousands of children pass 
through school! Some of them are parents of our current children. Mr Hackett 
has worked tirelessly to ensure that our school is a safe and happy place to 
be, also devoting many hours of his time outside of his job to making things 
for us and helping us to learn about growing and gardening. He has also 
helped us to organise many special school events and has joined in when we 
have had special days, such as dressing up day, so much that he even has a 
school uniform! (see picture!) He is a very special and treasured member of 
our school family, and we will miss him very much when he retires. As a 
school, we would like to say a very big thank you to Mr Hackett, and so we 
will be having a very special assembly for him on Friday 3rd April. The assembly 
will take place at 9.15am, and each class is working hard to make it a happy, special occasion for 
Mr Hackett. We are hoping to make a presentation to Mr. Hackett as a leaving gift, and so it would 
be wonderful if anyone would like to make a contribution to a collection that we are making. We will 
be sending home a flyer next week, with a little envelope attached, so that you can make a 
donation if you wish to. Please help us to make this a very special occasion for a very special person. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sacramental Preparation 
Just a reminder that the meeting for all Communion children will take place tomorrow (Saturday 21st 
March) at 11.00am in St. Joseph’s Community Centre (beside the Church).  
 
Also, we would like to remind you that the children make their First Confession on Saturday 28th 
March in St. Joseph’s Church at 4.30pm. This is a very special event in the preparation for receiving 
First Holy Communion and it is very important that all children and parents attend.  
 
Thank you for being so supportive in helping your children prepare for the sacraments. We hope to 
see you on Saturday. God bless, 
Father Gerry Lennon & Sister Catherine  

 
 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Scheme/Tesco for Schools Clubs 
We are taking part in both the Sainsbury’s Active Kids ’09 and the Tesco for Schools 

scheme. Please bring in any vouchers that you get, 
and put them into the collection boxes in the 
Reception area. If any of your family and friends would 
collect vouchers for us too, then we would be very 
grateful. Thank you… 
 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
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 This weekend is the fourth Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings you will hear at church this week is one of 
‘salvation’. There are a number of occasions in the Bible when we hear of God saving his people, one you 

might remember is when God helped Moses to part the Red Sea, 
so that the Israelites could escape from the Egyptians. In the Old 
Testament reading on Sunday, we hear of another time when 
God saved the Israelites from their exile and slavery in Babylon. 
The King allowed the Israelites to go home, because God had 
spoken to him and it was God’s will. This was a very happy ending 
for the people – think about what it means to be exiled from your 
own country and suddenly to be allowed to return.  
 
As you know, for Christians, Lent is a very important time of 
preparation for Easter, when Jesus died and was resurrected to 
save God’s people from sin. In the Gospel today, Jesus tells 
Nicodemus, who was a Jewish religious teacher,  
 

"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.“ 
 
Christians believe that this tells us Jesus has come to save us from sin, so that we can have eternal life in 
heaven. This is harder to understand than the other times that God’s people were saved in the Bible, as being 
saved from slavery or exile, or danger is easy to see. But God says that sin is just as dangerous as any other thing 
that threatens us as people, and so this salvation that comes about through the Easter miracle is the most 
important salvation, because it gives us eternal life. This is why Easter is the most important time of year for 
Christians and Catholics 
 
You can help your child to prepare for Easter each day by following the ‘Walk 
With Me’ calendars, which the children brought home a few weeks ago. We also 
have a giant version of the calendar in the entrance hall, with a new idea being 
added each day. Please come in and have a look.  
 
Attendance — week beginning 9th March 2009 
The attendance figures for last week were: 
Rec  92% with 9 lates Year One 96% with 8 lates Year Two 92% with 8 lates  
Year Three  97% with 10 lates Year Four 98% with 18 lates Year Five 96% with 10 lates 
Year Six 98% with 4 lates  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 95% with 67 late marks.  
Remember…  

 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Warren Miller, Nikola Dohman & Catherine Wu 
(Year One), Leah Atenyi & Tamzin Proctor (Year Two), Catherine Peddie (Year Five) and 
Deen Yasin (Year Six). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


