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Dear Parents and Carers… 
I have popped into all classes this week and just wanted to tell you all how hard most 
children are working. I would like to thank those parents I have written to about behaviour 
issues for all their support in making their children understand that school is a place for 
learning, and that respect is something that we deserve. Working together for the best of all 
children is our policy and you all support school well. 
St Joseph’s has a really positive outlook at the moment and I am proud to be here. 
See you all on Monday 
Kind regards 
L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 7th October  Harvest Festival Mass (in church)  9.30am  
Wednesday 7th October  Parents’ Evening    3.30 – 5.00,  6.00 – 7.30 
 
Parents’ Evening  
We will be holding our Parents’ Evening for this half term on Wednesday. If you have not already 
done so, please return your slips no later than Monday, so that times can be allocated. Thank you! 
 
Harvest Festival Mass 
We will be holding our Harvest Mass Celebration on Wednesday 7th 
October at 9.30am in St. Joseph’s Church. All parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. The children put a lot of effort into preparing for 
these events and it is very encouraging for them to see that their effort is 
supported. It would be lovely to see a full church of parents supporting 
this special event in the year. 
 
We would like donations towards the Harvest collection. If you would like 

to send in any tinned or packet goods, you can bring them in on Monday. If you 
would like to donate any fresh goods, such as fruit and vegetables, please 
send them in on Tuesday. Thank you in anticipation of your usual generosity. 
 

 
ESOL course / Parenting Skills Programme 
The St. Joseph’s ‘Birinus’ Community project is organising an ESOL (English as a Second Language) 
course to help people to develop their English skills. It will run at the Community Hall and is free of 
charge. Everybody is welcome to attend. If you would like to improve your English and you are 
interested in attending, please contact Ruth on 0121 326 9592, as soon as possible, as the course can 
only go ahead if there are enough people.   
 
Birinus is also hosting a free Parenting Programme, in partnership 
with the Family Caring Trust. The course will take place at the St. 
Joseph’s Community Centre, starting on Thursday 5th November, 



 

and will run every Thursday from 10.30am until 12.30pm. The course, which has been proven to 
enhance parenting skills, will help you to support your child with enjoying school, improving their 
‘coping skills’ and reducing their anxieties. If you wish to attend the group, or would like any more 
information, please contact Ruth or Brigitte on 0121 326 9592. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. 
Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Abbie Stanton (Rec) and Tabinda Shamaoon 
(Y6). 
 
Attendance — week ending 19th September 2009 
Well done to Y1, who achieved an amazing 98% attendance for last week. The full results are as 
follows: 
 
Rec  93% with 5 lates Year One 98% with 5 lates Year Two 94% with 8 lates  
Year Three  94% with 8 lates Year Four 97% with 5 lates Year Five 94% with 7 lates 
Year Six 95% with 9 lates  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 95% with 47 late marks  
 
Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception N’Kira-Rose Henry  An excellent week! Always being polite and listening 
Year 1  Talib Copeland Working hard in every lesson and fantastic problem solving in Maths  
Year 2  Chad Coleman Creating a fantastic ‘pineapple’ template to make a fruit print 
Year 3  Mohammad Hassan Trying everything with a smile, even when he finds it difficult 
Year 4  Katrina Slack  Looking and listening to everything her teacher says. And for smiling! 
Year 5  Ellis Barrett   Being a model student, always trying his best & making his teacher smile 
Year 6  Aaliyah Bradbury Working very hard independently, but asking for help when she needs to 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  


