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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Happy New Year! 
Welcome back and what a few weeks we have had! It has been a long 
time since we have seen such awful weather and we seem to be set 
for more soon. Please take care when approaching school and let’s 
hope it doesn’t last much longer. 
 

Thank you for all your cards, presents and good wishes before 
Christmas. I hope that you all enjoyed the holidays. 
 

God Bless 
L. Howell 

      

Kitchen General Assistant Vacancy  
We currently have a vacancy for a general assistant in our school kitchen. The hours are 12.30pm – 
1.45pm every day, which is a total of 6¼ hours a week @ £6.31 per hour. General duties include 
assisting with the preparation, cooking and serving of food, washing up, sweeping and mopping, 
[reparation of dining room, laying tables, and putting out the furniture. You will also require a CRB 
check for this position, which will be carried out by the City Council should your application be 
successful.  If you are interested in applying, or would like more details, please contact Pat Cox on 
0121 333 5946. The closing date for applications is 22/01/2010.  
 

Snow! 
 In the event of more snow over the next week, can I ask all parents to please 
listen to local radio to find out whether school is open? Our decision to close was 
made by 7 o’clock on Wednesday and we notified radio stations and the Local 
Authority straight away. On Thursday, we only had 97 children in school, despite 
school being open and therefore it being an official ‘School Day’ and today we 
only have 104. Staff have made every effort to attend despite difficulties with 
travelling, so please note that if school is open and your child does not attend, 
they will receive an unauthorised absence. As long as enough staff can get into 
school to supervise your children, there is no reason for the school not to open, so 

please do not assume that school is closed just because it is snowing!  
 

On very rare occasions there may have to be a late decision made once I am on the premises, 
especially with regard to health and safety issues. I apologise in advance for any late decisions, but I 

always have your children’s best interests at heart. 
 

As you may know, there have been early forecasts of more snow on Sunday and Monday of  
next week. In the event of us having extreme weather which causes significant disruption, any  

school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7  
and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of ‘blanket  

closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s  
schools and you must listen out for ours. 
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Uniform 

The start of a new term is always a good time for a reminder about our Uniform rules.  
Firstly, I would like to stress that jewellery is not permitted in school except for one plain gold  

stud in each ear. These must be removed for PE lessons by the children themselves, or should  
not be worn on PE days. This is for health and safety reasons. Shoes should be black or brown in 

colour and should be comfortable for everyday wear. They must be sensible and appropriate for  
school wear with no heels. Trainers are not allowed in school and if the weather is so bad that a  

child needs to wear boots, then they must bring shoes to change into. Please bear in mind that your 
child spends all day in their shoes and also runs around the playground in them! Finally, hair must be 

styled sensibly. Our Uniform Policy states “the school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ 
hairstyles that could serve as a distraction to others (e.g. – shaved patterns, colours etc.)”  

Several parents allowed their children to have shaved patterns etc before Christmas and this does 
not comply with School policy. 

Could I also just remind you that names should be marked clearly in everything! It is much easier to 
reunite lost items of clothing with their owners if they are marked. Actually, we have many lost items 

in school and can not tell who they belong to. 
 

Thank you for your support with this. 
 
PTA 
We will be setting up a PTA this term, which hopefully will be up and running by 
February. We already have a few parents who are interested in taking part.  If you 
are interested in becoming involved with this, please come into the school office 
and speak to Mrs Pattinson or Mrs Howell. Thank you.  
 
After School Clubs 
The after-school clubs will be as follows this term: 
 
Art Club Monday  Year 3/4 letters will go out for places 
Dance  Tuesday Years 3/4/5/6 letters will go out for places 
Multi-skills  Wednesday Years 2/3 letters will go out for places 
Dodge Ball  Thursday Years 4/5/6 letters will go out for places 
Rowing Club Friday    Year 6  all children who used to attend 
 
Letters will go out to apply for places for all clubs except rowing club, which is open for the same 
children as last term. You will receive a reply back to say whether your child has been allocated a 
place in a club. Please remember that all clubs finish at 4.15pm. Please arrive in school at 4.10pm to 
collect your children on time. It is unfair if the staff have to stay behind to supervise your child. If this 
happens more than once then the place will be offered to someone else. Thank you! 
 
P.E. Kit 
Can parents please ensure that PE kit is kept in school? Kit consists of a white t-shirt, black shorts and 
pumps and should be kept in a bag on each child’s coat peg. It greatly helps if all articles of school 
wear are labelled with your child’s name. I would also like to remind you that P.E. is a requirement 
within the National Curriculum and that children should take part every week unless there is a very 
good reason, and this should be agreed with the Head Teacher.  
 

Sacramental Preparation 
A reminder for all parents and children who are preparing for their First Holy 
Communion that the Mass of Commitment will take place on Sunday 10th 

January at 11.15am at St. Joseph’s Church. It is very important that all 
children and parents attend this mass. 
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Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and last week to Lemar Edwards (Year Two), 

Cameron Sandland (Year Four), Sarah-Louise Thompson (Year Five)  
and Georgia Bryan (Year Six). 

 
 
Attendance — week ending 18th December 2009 
Well done to Y2, who achieved 98% attendance for last week! The full results are as follows: 
 
Rec  88% with 15 lates Year One 93% with 12 lates Year Two 98% with 11 lates 
Year Three  92% with 8 lates Year Four 93% with 7 lates Year Five 89% with 4 lates 
Year Six 93% with 6 lates 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 92% with 63 lates. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  
 
 

 


