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Dear Parents and Carers… 
This has been a very busy week in school. Most children are making good progress and I am 
talking to all staff about every child over the next week, so that we can keep up the good 
work and ensure that your children are motivated when they come back after the holiday. 
I hope that you have a good weekend. Hopefully the weather will be good and we can all get 
out and about. Kind regards 

God Bless. 
Linda Howell 

Please come into school next week for our: 
Holy Week Mass   Wednesday 31st March 9.15am 
Stations of the Cross Service Thursday 1st April  9.15am 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
Wednesday 31st March  Dine With Your Child Day Key Stage 1   12.00pm 
Thursday 1st April   School finishes for Easter Holidays    3.15pm 
Monday 19th April   Return to School       8.55am 
 

End of Term — next week! 
Just an advance warning that school breaks up next Thursday 1st April at 3.15pm for the 
Easter holiday. We return to school on Monday 19th April at 8.55am prompt please! 
 

Parents’ Evening 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended Parents’ Evening. We had a 
great turn out and it was encouraging to hear so many positive comments from 
parents. You will have received a target sheet for your child for next term. Please encourage your child and 
help them to work towards their targets. Thank you for filling in our questionnaires. Your responses and 
suggestions will be taken into account and we will let you know about the results when we have analysed 
them. 
 

School Mass — Holy Week 
We will be having a Mass in school on Wednesday to mark Holy Week. This is a very special time 
in the year for Christians, and it would be lovely for lots of parents and carers to come and share 
it with us.  It helps to make our services special for the children, who always love to see their 
parents in school! Mass starts at 9.15am. We look forward to seeing you here!  
 

Stations of the Cross Service 
We will be having a special ‘Stations of the Cross’ service in school on Thursday morning at 
9.15am. The service will be led by Fr. Gerry and the children, and will include a special visual presentation. It will 
be a very meaningful, reflective service and it would be lovely if you could join us for this. You are all most 
welcome and encouraged to come along and share in this special week with us. The service will start at 
9.15am.   
 

School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 5p to £1.80 per day. This is a decision 
taken by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. The cost of dinners will be £9.00 per week. 
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Palm Sunday 
This Sunday is the sixth in Lent, and is known as Palm Sunday. It is the 
beginning of ‘Holy Week’, which is the most important week of the year in 
the Catholic and Christian faiths 
 
On Palm Sunday, we remember Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem for the 
Jewish feast of Passover. After hearing about Jesus and the miracles that 
he had performed in Galilee, the people were starting to believe that Jesus 
was the Son of God and that he would be their King. When they heard that 
he was coming to their town, they were keen to see him and gathered 
along the road. They waved palm branches and shouted, "Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of 
Israel!" (John 12:12-13). The people were excited and it was a time of great 
joy and happiness for them. However, while Jesus was happy that people 
believed in him and wanted him as their King, it was also a time of great sadness and fear for him because he 
knew what was going to happen later that week and that those same people would disown him and turn 
away from him, saying that he should be crucified. So, while the story of Palm Sunday helps us to remember 
that Jesus is our King, it also helps us to think about times that we have turned away from God. 
 
All the children have received a palm cross today. The symbolism of the palm cross helps us to remember that 
although Palm Sunday is a time of joy and celebration, we should also remember the importance and sadness 
of the week that is to come. The palm represents the joy and happiness of Palm Sunday, while the shape of the 
cross represents the cross on which Jesus died, and so the sadness of Jesus’ death. Some Christians display the 
palm crosses in their homes during the year as a symbol of their faith. Traditionally, the blessed palms are 
burned at the start of Lent the next year, which makes the ash that we use on Ash Wednesday. 
 
If you would like to attend the special Palm Sunday Mass this week, and receive a blessed palm, it will start at 
10.45am on Sunday in St. Joseph’s School, then process up to St. Joseph’s Church for an 11.00am start. You are 
all most welcome to attend.  
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Catherine Wu (Year Two), Mason Moran (Year Three) and Catherine 
Peddie (Year Six) 
 

Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception Abel Berhe   Trying really hard with his reading and writing this week 
Year 1  Ryan Faulkner  Trying so hard with his RE story about the Last Supper 
Year 2  Catherine Wu  Being a super star! Working extremely hard, being really brave and  

answering questions and being a good role model to others 
Year 3  Aiyana Kellyman A big improvement in her attitude to work 
Year 4  Kai Hendrickson A big change in his effort in class 
Year 5  Kiah Wilson-D’Souza  A fantastic improvement in his attitude towards written work – keep it up! 
Year 6  Hari Greene  Excellent work during assessment week 

 
CHICKS GROUP Representing St. Joseph’s really well on their trip 

(Laura Scully, Alexandria Blackwood, Lamin Jallow, Haris Yasin, Ramatoulie Mbowe, Boris Pouatcha,  
E’Shai Edwards-Brade, LaShaun Christie) 

 

Acts of Kindness this week: 
Callum Dixon  Year Four   Being so friendly and cheerful towards Mrs Ball 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs L. Howell 
 


