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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

As this is the first newsletter of this term, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for the warm welcome 
that I have received at St. Joseph’s, from the children and 
staff, as well as the kind wishes from so many of you. This 
is a lovely school in so many different ways and I am 
pleased to be here. The children are a credit to you, not 
only in their excellent uniform, but also in their good 
manners and polite behaviour.  
After Mass on Thursday morning, we were all delighted to watch the arrival in 
Scotland of The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVIth. It is truly a great occasion, a 
once in a lifetime event which we are honoured to be part of. The children 
have done some lovely work about the Pope and have produced excellent 
displays in the hall, which you will see on Parent’s Evening. It would be 
fantastic if you could watch some of the events of the next few days with your 
children, BBC2 are televising them.  
 

Pope Benedict’s Visit 
Your child has brought home today a small, blessed, commemorative medal 
as a souvenir of the Pope’s visit. They have also been given a little treat in 
celebration of this very special event. This is just a little gift from school, which I 
hope will be a keepsake for your child in years to come. Pope Benedict is in 
Birmingham on Sunday, and as well as the Mass in Cofton Park, will be 
greeting crowds on Hagley Road.  
 

School Mass 
We will be having mass in school every week on Thursdays at 9.30am. Our school Masses are 
a lovely opportunity for the school and parish family to come together and celebrate the 
Word of God and the love of Jesus. I look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible 
to our Masses, the next of which will be prepared by Y5.  
 

Reception Welcome Service 
We will be holding a Welcome Service for Reception parents and carers on Friday 1st 
October. More details will follow closer to the date. 
 

Parent Teacher Consultation 
Parents’ Evening will take place on Wednesday 6th October. More details to follow later. 
 

Parent’s Queries 
If you have any issues regarding your child that you would like to discuss, please make an 
appointment to meet with me so that we can be informed and iron out any problems or 
concerns as soon as possible. 



 

 
Uniform 
Firstly, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all of the children looking so smart!  It is 
always nice to see the children in their new uniforms. I would just like to remind you of a few 
of our policies regarding uniform in school. Hairstyles should be sensible and appropriate for 
school. Also, for health and safety reasons, we do not allow children to wear any jewellery in 
school. The only exception to this is small gold studs, which should be removed for P.E. and 
swimming. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets or rings are not allowed. Thank you 
for your co-operation with this.  
 
Breakfast Club 
Places are available in Breakfast Club for any child who wishes to come. You can come 
along between 8.00am and 8.30am each morning, and the cost of this will be £1 per day. 
For further details, please see Mrs Pattinson.  

 
Swimming 
Lessons will commence soon at Newtown Baths. This term, it will be the 
turn of Y3. They will receive a letter shortly. 
 

 
School Photographs 
The photographer will be in school on Monday 18th October. Those parents who 
would like younger siblings included, or family photographs should come to school 
first thing in the morning, as these pictures will be taken first. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday 
at 11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and 
their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend 
church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
Saints of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday from the start of term to Pa Wakkha Jarjusey (Y1), Jun 
Lin Chen & Connor Dulewski (Y2), Jodi Proctor & Aiyana Kellyman (Y4) and Kamari 
Knight (Y6). 

St. Matthew 
 

Tuesday 

St Pius 
 

Thursday 

Our Lady of 
Walsingham 

Friday 



 

 
Attendance — week ending 10th September 2010 
Well done to Y4, who achieved 95% attendance for last week.  
The full results are as follows: 
 
Rec  86% with 0 lates Year One 87% with 5 lates Year Two 86% with 7 lates  
Year Three  94% with 2 lates Year Four 95% with 12 lates Year Five 93% with 4 lates 
Year Six 94% with 9 lates  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 91% with 39 late marks  
 
Just a reminder that regular attendance and excellent punctuality is essential to your child’s 
achievement during their time at school. Please ensure that your child is in school, on time, 
every day, unless there is a serious medical reason why they cannot be. Thank you for your 
support with this. Remember … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With kind regards 
 
 
M. Baines 
 


