
 

Friday 4th March  St Casimir 
Monday 7th March   Ss. Perpetua & Felicity 
Tuesday 8th March  St John of God 
Wednesday 9th March  Ash Wednesday 
Thursday 10th March                 St John Ogilvie 

   Holy Day of Obligation 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Thursday 3rd March 2011 

 
Dear Parents and Carers… 
 
Thought for the week:  
“Try to discover what The Lord wants of you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 9th March  Ash Wednesday Mass     9.30am 
Monday 14th March  Inspire Workshop for Y2 & Y3   1.15pm 
Tuesday 15th March  Inspire Workshop for Y1 & Y5   1.15pm 
Wednesday 16th March  Inspire Workshop for Reception & Y6  1.15pm 
Friday 18th March   Inspire Workshop for Year Four   9.15am 
Sunday 20th March  Confirmation Mass - St. Joseph’s Church 11.00am 
Friday 25th March    First Holy Communion Meeting for Parents (letter to follow) 
Thursday 31st March  Mass to celebrate Mothers – Mothers Day All mothers are  
                                                                                                                               warmly invited. 

Yellow Day — Tomorrow! 
Don’t forget our non-uniform day tomorrow! The theme of this is St. David’s day, 
so you should come dressed in a yellow jumper, and either school or yellow 
trousers or skirt. The cost of this will be £1, which will go towards our Lenten 

Charities fundraising.  
 
School Mass 
Our next School Mass takes place on Wednesday 9th March at 9.15am, 
for the Holy Day of Ash Wednesday. You are most welcome and 
encouraged to come along and join us for this very special day in the 
church’s year.  
 
Inspire Workshops 
We will be leading another round of Inspire workshops with the children between 14th – 18th 
March. The theme for the workshops is Lent, and they are designed for the children to work 
on art and craft themed activities with their parent/carer in school. I know from the 
feedback you gave us that you all enjoyed the previous workshop. The dates for these 
workshops are listed above in ‘Dates for Your Diary’. Further details will follow, but please 
keep the dates free. 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

Lent 
Next weekend is the First Sunday of Lent. Lent begins next Wednesday (9th March), with a holy day 
known as Ash Wednesday, when we go to Mass and receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of 
penance, or sorrow for our sins. It is a special day in the church, known as  
a holy day, when all Christians are supposed to go to church. Ash 
Wednesday is the first of the 40 days of Lent, which represents firstly the 
Israelites’ journey from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land and also the 
time that Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His Ministry when He 
would preach and heal the people. The word ‘Lent’ means ‘to lengthen’, 
and is used as because Lent is observed in spring, when the days begin to get longer. Lent is our time 
to prepare for the coming of Jesus at Easter. We believe that Jesus died to free us from sin and to 
bring us forgiveness, so during Lent, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. Traditionally, 
we give something up for Lent, such as chocolate or sweets, as a small way of representing this 
sacrifice, the money we save is then given to the poor. In Lent we practise Prayer, Fasting and 
Almsgiving.  
                                In days gone by, people would eat very basic food throughout Lent, as it is a time 

of abstinence, or giving things up. On Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, they used 
up all of the rich foods in their house, such as eggs, fat and butter, and made them 

into pancakes. Traditionally on Shrove Tuesday, people would also go to 
confession, to prepare themselves for Lent. The name ‘Shrove’ comes from the 

word "shriven", which means ‘to be forgiven for your sins’. Shrove Tuesday always 
falls 47 days before Easter Sunday, and this year falls next Tuesday (16th February). 

 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more 
patient or to help around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk 
With Me’ calendars, which your child should have brought home this week. The calendar gives the 
children a focus for each day of Lent. This is generally a little thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a 
prayer etc., and is designed to help your child to think about the meaning of Lent and Easter. We will 
have a giant version of the calendar in the entrance hall, with a new idea being added each day. It 
would be wonderful if you could follow the calendar with your child at home. Thank you. 
 
 
Attendance — week ending 18th February 2011 
Well done to Year Three and Year Four who had the best attendance for last week with 98%. 
The full attendance figures for last week are as follows: 
 
Rec  92%  Year One 93%   Year Two 95%  
Year Three  98%   Year Four 98%   Year Five 90%  
Year Six 96%  
 

Which gives a whole school attendance of 95%. 
Well done everyone! – We have reached our target of 95%!! 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Mary Mbye (Year 1) and Melanay 
Yonas (Year 2) 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
 

M. Baines 


