
 

 
Wednesday 30th St Andrew Patron of Scotland. 
Saturday 3rd  St Francis Xavier, Priest 

 
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 25th November 2011 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
  
Thought for the week:  “ Jesus be the centre, be my light, be my guide Jesus.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
General Dates for your Diary 
Sunday 27th November  School Sunday Mass in St. Joseph’s   11.00am 
     First Sunday of Advent   
Thursday 1st December  School Mass – Advent led by Y6   9.15am 
 

Sunday School Mass — this Sunday 
Our Sunday School Mass to mark the First Sunday of Advent takes 
place at 11.00am on Sunday in St. Joseph’s Church. The children will 
be involved with the readings, singing and 
bidding prayers. School-parish Masses are a 
lovely way to bring the school and parish 
family closer together. It would be wonderful 
to see as many children and families as 
possible supporting these monthly Masses. 
You do not have to be Catholic to attend, 
everyone is welcome.  I look forward to 
seeing you there. 
PLEASE BRING YOUR FAMILY TO CHURCH. 
 

Re: Industrial Action – Wednesday 30th November 
St Joseph’s School will be closed on Wednesday as a result of The Industrial Action being 
taken by several Professional Bodies and Trade Unions which will affect our members of staff. 
I apologise for this inconvenience and disruption which will obviously affect all of us and our 
families.  
 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

Y1 and Y2 Theatre Visit. 
Well done to all those children and staff who went to the theatre yesterday to see ‘Bagpuss’, 
they had a lovely time and were excellent ambassadors for our school. 
 
  Christmas Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 7th December Reception Trip to Polesworth Abbey    9.00am – 3.15pm 
Wednesday 7th December      Mass for Immaculate Conception    9.15am 
Thursday 8th December            Y1,2,3, Christmas Production     1.30pm 
Tuesday 13th December           Children’s Christmas Party and Lunch   12 -  2pm 
    with games and a film. The children may wear their  
    own BEST clothes for this day. 
Wednesday 14th December Y3/4/5 trip to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’    9.00am – 12.30pm 
Wednesday 14th December  Y6 trip to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’    2.00pm – 5.45pm 
Thursday 15th December Y4,5,6  Christmas Production     1.30pm 
Friday 16th December              Carol Service in church     1.30pm 
Friday 16th December  School finishes for Christmas Holiday    3.15pm   
 
St. Andrew’s Day Non-Uniform Day 
We will have a non-uniform day next Thursday 1st December. The theme of this is St. Andrew’s day, so 
you should come dressed in a blue jumper, with your school trousers or skirt. The cost of this will be a 
50p per child. 
 
St. Joseph’s Parish Christmas Bazaar 
We will be hosting a Christmas Bazaar on Friday 9th November with St. Joseph’s 
Church. There will be lots of lovely and exciting things planned for this (including a 
visit from Father Christmas!) and it would be fantastic to see everyone supporting it. 
Further details will follow in the weeks to come, but the bazaar will run from 2.00pm 
until 4.00pm, and it would be wonderful to see everyone coming along. Bring your 
friends and family too!  
 
If anyone has any good quality unwanted gifts that they would like to donate for the 
bazaar, please could you send them into school. Thank you! 
 
First Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. The word ‘advent’ comes from the Latin word 'adventus', 
which means "arrival". It is the traditional time of spiritual preparation and waiting for the arrival of 
Christmas, the coming of Jesus to earth when he was born as a baby at Bethlehem about two 
thousand years ago.  
 

There are many traditions that form part of Advent and preparation for 
Christmas. One of these, which we use in school, is the Advent Wreath. The 
wreath is made of a circle of evergreen branches, which symbolise eternal 
life, as the circle has no beginning or end. The wreath holds three purple 
candles and one pink candle, to represent the four Sundays of Advent, and 
a white candle in the centre. A purple candle is lit on the first, second and 
fourth Sundays of Advent. On the third Sunday we light the pink candle to 
remind us that we are getting near to Christmas. Purple is a colour that 
represents waiting and penitence, and is also a ‘royal’ colour. The white 
candle (which represents Christ) is lit on Christmas Day.  

 
In school, we have an Advent wreath in each classroom; the candles will be lit each day at prayer 
time. We will be using the ‘Walk with Me’ programme of prayer and reflection for Advent. Your child 
should have received a ‘Walk with Me’ Advent calendar, and from Monday, we will have a special 
display in the entrance hall featuring a giant version of the calendar. This is designed to help the 



 

children to appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children 
with daily tasks and prayer – please spend a little time following this with your children. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome 
to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! Father Gerry 
 
Attendance — week ending 18th November 2011 
Well done to Year 3 and Year 5 who achieved 96% attendance for last week. The full 
attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  93%  Year One 92%   Year Two 92%    
Year Three  96%   Year Four 95%   Year Five 96%    
Year Six 95%  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 94%. Well done everyone! 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Mya Katemauswa (Year 3). 
 

 
Many thanks, 
 
 

M. Baines 
Head Teacher 
 
 

Parent and Carers Comments —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

 “We have learned 
that doing good 

things as a family is 
fun.” 

Parent and Carers Suggestions —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

“It would be good 
if other family 

members could 
join in with Mom or 
Dad, all together.”


