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St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 9th December 2011 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
  
Thought for the week:  
  ”Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel.”  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 13th December           Children’s Christmas Party and Lunch   12 -  2pm 
Wednesday 14th December Y3/4/5 trip to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’    9.00am – 12.30pm 
Wednesday 14th December  Y6 trip to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’    2.00pm – 5.45pm 
Thursday 15th December Y4,5,6  Christmas Production     1.45pm 
Friday 16th December              Carol Service in church     1.30pm 
Friday 16th December  School finishes for Christmas Holiday    3.15pm   
 
Third Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, and we light the pink candle on 
our Advent Wreaths. The pink candle is a symbol of joy, hope and 
expectation. At the time of Jesus’ birth, people were waiting for his coming. 
They had been told that a Messiah would come, and they were hoping and 
waiting for the time to come.  The third Sunday of advent is also traditionally 
known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’. The word ‘Gaudete’ is Latin and means 
‘rejoice!’ The theme this week is therefore one of rejoicing that Christmas is 
very near.  
 
As the feast of Christmas draws closer, we are reminded that Jesus is with us even now, and the 

Church emphasises the anticipation and joy which should be in our hearts as we 
come closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus and remembering the true spirit of 

Christmas. If you go to church on Sunday, you will hear readings from the prophet 
Isaiah and the Gospel of John. These readings tell us that we should be happy, 

because the Lord is coming. Isaiah tells us that even nature will rejoice when the 
Messiah comes again. In the Gospel, we hear John the Baptist tell people that the one that they 
have been expecting, the light of the world, is amongst them and that their waiting is almost over. 
John prepares the way for Jesus through his preaching and baptising. This message also tells us that 
we should rejoice and have joy in our hearts, as the waiting of advent is almost over. 
 
We are preparing for Christmas by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer time, through our 
reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. You will see that our display in the entrance 
hall is building up as the days go by. This is designed to help the children to appreciate the meaning 
of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks and prayer – please 
spend a little time following this with your children at home. 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

School Mass — The Feast of St. Lucy 
Our next school Mass takes place on Thursday at 9.15am and will be led by the staff on the theme of 
the St. Lucy. Please come along and join us for Mass.  
 
Advent Charities — Sponsored Christmas Carol Sing 
We will be having a sponsored carol sing next week on Friday – it will be £1 for the children to join in, 
the money we raise will go towards children in the developing world. 

 
Year Four, Five & Six Christmas Production 
Year Four, Five and Six’s Christmas production of ‘Papa Panov’ takes place this coming 
Thursday at 1.45pm. It would be wonderful to see as many people as possible 

supporting the children, who are making a huge effort in preparing for the plays. It is 
always very rewarding and special for the children to see their parents in school. 

 
Reception Christmas Tableau/ School Christmas Carol Concert 
We are having a special end of term Christmas Carol Service on Friday 16h 

December. The service will start at 1.30pm in St. Joseph’s Church, and will be led by 
children from different classes. Reception class will be dressed as nativity characters 
and performing a ‘tableau’ at our Christmas Carol concert next Friday. The children 
have been working really hard at learning their carols and are looking forward to 
singing for you. All families are welcome to attend this event. It will be a lovely way to 
start your family Christmas, so please come along and share in this special 
celebration with us.  
Children will be back in school for pick up at normal time, and will be dismissed from 
school as usual.  
 
Christmas Party Day — Tuesday 13th November 
Our Christmas Party for all of the children takes place on Sunday. School lunch on this day will be a 
party-style buffet lunch. If your child usually has dinners, free or paid, they will get their lunch on this 
day. If your child usually has sandwiches, and would like the buffet lunch on this day, please see the 
school office, where you can pay for a dinner. The cost is £1.85.  

 
Party day will also be a non-uniform day. Following parental 
requests the children may wear their own BEST PARTY clothes for 
this day. These must be sensible and appropriate for the weather 
(e.g. no bare shoulders, no high heels – health and safety). The 
children will have lots of fun on Tuesday including films and 
games. We are really looking forward to a lovely day. 
 

Y3/4/5/6 Theatre Trips — Sleeping Beauty  
PLEASE SEND IN ANY OUTSTANDING MONEY. 
Just a reminder that Y3/4/5/6 class will be visiting the Crescent Theatre next 
Wednesday 14th November, at a cost of £15. If you have not already done 
so, please send back your consent forms back by Tuesday, with 
either full payment, or a deposit of £5.00, to book your child’s place. 
Please do not hesitate to speak to me if you are experiencing 
financial hardship.  
 
Also, please remember that Year 6 are visiting the theatre in the afternoon, and will not arrive back in 
school until 5.45pm. Please ensure that a responsible adult (over the age of 18) is here to meet them 
at this time, as no child will be allowed to travel home on their own at this time. Thank you. 
 
 



 

Snow! 
In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes 
significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as 
follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school 
name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there 
are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out for ours. 
 

Attendance — week ending 2nd December 2011 
Well done to Year 5 & Year 6 who achieved 96% attendance for last week. The full 
attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  87%  Year One 89%   Year Two 93%    
Year Three  95%   Year Four 96%   Year Five 96%    
Year Six 93%  
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 93%. This has not been a good week 
for attendance but I understand that there are a number of coughs and 
colds around. Please make a BIG EFFORT for the next week. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), 
and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome 
to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! Father Gerry 
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to 
Jayden Katemauswa (REC), Trumaine Patterson 
(Year 3), Lance Chen (Year 5) and Keneisha 
Dohman & Lamin Jallow (Year 6).  
 

Many thanks, 
 
 

M. Baines 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 

16 
days until Christmas! 

Parent and Carers Comments —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

 “It’s a 
rewarding 

experience.” 

Parent and Carers Suggestions —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 

 

“We should do it 
more often.” 

 


