
 

Saturday 17th     St Patrick 
Monday 19th   St Joseph  
Friday 23rd   St Turibius de Mogrovejo 
 

 
Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 16th March 2012 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 

 Thought for the Week  

    “ Be still and know that I am God.” 

  
 
                                                                                           
 

 
 
 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
This weekend is the fourth Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings you will hear at church this 
week is one of ‘salvation’. There are a number of occasions in the Bible when we hear of God saving 
his people, one you might remember is when God helped Moses to part the Red Sea, so that the 
Israelites could escape from the Egyptians. In the Old Testament reading on Sunday, we hear of 
another time when God saved the Israelites from their exile and slavery in Babylon. The King allowed 
the Israelites to go home, because God had spoken to him and it was God’s will. This was a very 
happy ending for the people – think about what it means to be exiled from your own country and 
suddenly to be allowed to return.  
 
Lent is a very important time of preparation for Easter, when Jesus 
died and was resurrected to save God’s people from sin. In the 
Gospel today, Jesus tells Nicodemus, who was a Jewish religious 
teacher, "God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.“ 
 
This tells us that Jesus has come to save us from sin, so that we can have eternal life in heaven. This is 
harder to understand than the other times that God’s people were saved in the Bible, as being 
saved from slavery or exile, or danger is easy to see. But God says that sin is just as dangerous as any 
other thing that threatens us as people. The salvation that we receive through the Easter miracle is 
the most important, because it gives us eternal life. This is why Easter is the most important time of 
year. 
 
We are making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk with Me’ calendars. It would be wonderful 
if you could follow the calendar with your child at home. Thank you. 
 
 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week 
 



 

General Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 5th April   Break up for Easter Holidays    
Monday 23rd April   Return to School     8.55am 
 
Sunday 18th March — Thanksgiving Mass for Sister Catherine O’Neill  
On Sunday, St Joseph’s Church will be celebrating Mass at 11.00am, followed by a 
presentation to Sister Catherine, to thank her for her many years of hard work here in St. 
Joseph’s Parish. It would be lovely to see a full church for this occasion, and also to see our 
school well represented. Sister Catherine devoted a lot of time to our school, and worked as 
a teacher here some years ago. She was a regular visitor to school, and all of the children 
and staff were very fond of her. I know that she would be delighted to see the children. 
Please try to come to the 11.00am Mass that weekend. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Inspire Workshops 
I would like to thank everyone who attended our Mother’s Day 
workshops this week. They were a great success and I know that the 
children really enjoyed having their Moms in school. It was lovely to see 
such a big turn-out. Many thanks especially to all of the staff who led the 
various groups and organised the activities. 
 
Thursday After-School Zumba Class 
Please note that there will be NO ZUMBA after school on Thursday next week.  
 

Trial Snack Shop — YEAR 5 & 6 ONLY 
Presently, all children in Key Stage 1 (Rec – Y2) receive a piece of fruit 
every day at playtime. We are looking at introducing a snack shop 
for Key Stage Two children, where they will be able to buy toast and 
a drink for their mid-morning break. We will be holding a trial of this 
next week, for Year 5 and Year 6 ONLY. The prices will be 
 

• Toast – 20p 
• Juice/Milk – 25p 

 
If your child would like to buy a snack they must bring money with them on the day, and pay 
at the kitchen 
 
Mother’s Day  
We would like to wish you all a very happy Mother’s Day on Sunday and a 
happy day with your families. We especially think of all expectant mothers 
and pray that they and their unborn child are kept safe from all harm. We 
also remember at this time mothers who have lost children, mothers who 
are no longer with us and those who have lost their mothers, as Mother’s 
Day is also a time of celebrating the happy memories that we have 
shared. You are very much in our thoughts and prayers at this time. 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Brylei Vincent & Chad Coleman 
(Year 4) and Leah Kwesiga (Year 5) 



 

 
Attendance — week ending 9th March 2012 
Well done to Year 1, 5 and 6 who achieved 97% attendance for last week. The full 
attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  81%  Year One 97%   Year Two 94%    
Year Three  92%   Year Four 94%   Year Five 97%    
Year Six 97% 
 
Come on Reception and Y3 – you can do better!! 
This gives a whole school attendance of 93%. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
 

M. Baines 
Head Teacher 
 
 Parent and Carers Comments —

Inspire Workshops 
 
 
 

“Wonderful, I 
thoroughly 
enjoyed it.” 

Parent and Carers Suggestions —
Inspire Workshops 

 
 
 

“Making picture 
frames.” 

 


