
 

 

Friday 8th    St Jerome Emiliani; St Josephine Bakhita 
Monday 11th   Our Lady of Lourdes   
Wednesday 13th  Ash Wednesday   
Thursday 14th  Ss Cyril &Methodius 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 8th February 2013 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.” 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) 

 
 
  
 
 

  
 

Dates for your Diary 
 11th – 15th February   Art week, “Jesus as the Light and Water of Life” 
 Wednesday 13th February  Ash Wednesday Mass    2.00pm 
 Wednesday 13th February  Confirmation Meeting for Parents  3.30pm 
 Friday 15th February   Break up for half-term    3.15pm 
 Monday 25th February   Return to School     8.55am 
      4th - 8th March    Inspire workshops for Mothers 
 

School Mass — Ash Wednesday  
Our next School Mass takes place on Wednesday 13th March at 2.00pm, for 
the Holy Day of Ash Wednesday. You are most welcome and encouraged 
to come along and join us for this very special day in the church’s year. It 
would be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass 
especially when your child’s class is leading the liturgy. Next week it is the 
turn of Year 6 to do the readings, prayers etc.  All parents, carers, family 
and parishioners are warmly invited. 

 
Parents’ Evening  
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended Parents’ Evening. We 
had a great turn out and it was encouraging to hear so many positive 
comments from parents. Thank you also to all parents who completed data 
forms for their child. It is really important for us to have up-to-date information 
for your child. Forms will be sent out next week to all families that have not 
updated their information.  
 
Half Term 
A reminder that we break up next Friday (15th) for half-term. We return to school on Monday 
25th February at 8.55am prompt.  
  
Celebration Assembly 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week



 

This morning we had our termly celebration assembly. We gave out certificates for 
attendance, good effort, kindness, spirituality, achievement and kindness. Congratulations 
to all those children who received certificates today.  
School Arrival/Collection  
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our school policies regarding the 
beginning and end of the school day 
 

• School starts at 8.55am. Gates will be opened between 8.50am and 8.55am for your 
children to go into class. On particularly cold days, or where there is bad weather, 
children will be admitted through the front door. 

 
• Children must be accompanied until they are admitted into the playground. For 

obvious reasons of health and safety, children should not be left outside school, as 
they are not supervised and no responsibility is taken for them until the start of school 
at 8.55am. Gates are not opened until 8.55am, so it is not safe to leave your child until 
you can see that they have been admitted into the playground by a member of staff.  

 
• Again, for similar reasons of health and safety, children should not be left in the visitor 

entrance foyer in the morning. On many occasions, office staff have opened the door 
for parents and children to come in, and then children have been left alone, and 
parents have gone home, not informing any member of staff that they were leaving 
their child unsupervised. School is not insured to look after your children until 8.55am, 
except in the case of those attending breakfast club, who have been signed in by a 
parent or carer. Children are not supervised in the foyer area unless it has been 
agreed with the head teacher, and they have been admitted through the second set 
of doors. We have had instances where children and parents waiting inside have 
opened the front door for other people and strangers. Children that were left inside, 
without the knowledge of staff, have also let themselves out of school to go to see 
their friends outside. We have had an instance this week where two seven year old 
children were left and then found wandering off the school site.  
 

• Children must be collected on time at 3.15pm by a responsible adult over the age of 
16. Older children in school cannot take responsibility for a younger child.  

 
• We understand that there are occasions where lateness cannot be helped, such as 

traffic, bus delays etc. If you are going to be late collecting your child, please ensure 
that you inform school. Parents/carers of children that are left at school later than 
3.25pm will receive a phone call. If we are unable to contact you, we will try all other 
contacts on the list. If we have had no contact from anyone by 4.00pm and your child 
is still in school, our policy is that we contact the police. This is for the safety and 
wellbeing of your child. Children become distressed and worried when they are left in 
school, and if we have had no contact from you either, we also become worried for 
your welfare. It is very important that you contact us to let us know if you are going to 
be late, and also keep your contact numbers up-to-date. Persistent lateness in 
collecting children has to be logged and referred if necessary. 
 

Thank you for your support with these important issues. Please remember that these 
procedures are in place for the welfare of your children and to ensure their safety in school.  
 
Confirmation Meeting 
There will be an initial meeting for all parents of children preparing to make their 
Confirmation this year, on Wednesday 13th February at 3.30pm. 



 

Please note that pupils must attend Mass every Saturday/Sunday if you wish them to receive 
this Sacrament. 
 

Snow! 
In the event of heavy snow over the weekend or extreme weather which 
causes significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio 
stations, as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. 
If you do not hear our school name, then school is open!! 
Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out 
for ours. 
 

Lent 
Lent begins next Wednesday (13th February), with a holy day known as Ash Wednesday, when we go 
to Mass and receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of penance, or sorrow for our sins. It is a special 
day in the church, known as  a holy day, when all Christians are 
supposed to go to church. Ash Wednesday is the first of the 40 days of 
Lent, which represents firstly the Israelites’ journey from slavery in Egypt to 
the Promised Land and also the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness 
preparing for His Ministry when He would preach and heal the people. 
The word ‘Lent’ means ‘to lengthen’, and is used as because Lent is 
observed in spring, when the days begin to get longer. Lent is our time to prepare for the coming of 
Jesus at Easter. Jesus died to free us from sin and to bring us forgiveness, so during Lent, we 
remember the sacrifice that he made for us. Traditionally, we give something up for Lent, such as 
chocolate or sweets, as a small way of representing this sacrifice, the money we save is then given to 
the poor. In Lent we practise Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  On Ash Wednesday, we do not eat 
meat. 
 
                                In days gone by, people would eat very basic food throughout Lent, as it is a time of 

abstinence, or giving things up. On Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, they used up 
all of the rich foods in their house, such as eggs, fat and butter, and made them into 

pancakes. Traditionally on Shrove Tuesday, people would also go to confession, to 
prepare themselves for Lent. The name ‘Shrove’ comes from the word "shriven", 

which means ‘to be forgiven for your sins’. Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 days before 
Easter Sunday, and this year falls next Tuesday (12th February). 

 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more 
patient or to help around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk 
With Me’ calendars. The calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is generally a 
little thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your child to think 
about the meaning of Lent and Easter. It would be wonderful if you could follow the calendar with 
your child at home. Thank you. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Mya Edwards (Rec), Cameron York-Harris (Year 
One), Ethan Powell-Widgery (Year Two), Ashleigh Wallace & Lauryn Wallace (Year Three) 
and Kyran Dixon (Year Five). 
 
 
Many thanks,  
 

A. Treadwell 




