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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“And now, we take up this journey:  Bishop and People.  This journey of the Church of Rome 
which presides in charity over all the Churches.  A journey of fraternity, of love, of  

trust among us.  Let us always pray for one another.  Let us pray for the whole world,  
that there may be a great spirit of fraternity.”  

‐Pope Francis, on his election as Pope 
 

Habemus Papam! 
As you will have heard, we have a new Pope! Pope Francis I was elected on Wednesday 
evening, and will be officially installed during a special Mass on Tuesday morning. The 

children were very excited on Thursday morning at Mass to tell Fr Gerry all 
about what they had watched on the news the night before! 
 
The Pope (from the Latin word ‘papa’, which is a child's word for father) 

is the Bishop of Rome and the leader of the worldwide Catholic 
Church. The first Pope was St. Peter, the Apostle.  Jesus said to 

him ‘You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church’. The 
line of Popes can be traced back to that time.   
 

Please remember Pope Francis in your prayers; 
 

O God, who in your providential design willed that your Church be built upon blessed 
Peter, whom you set over the other Apostles, look with favour, we pray, on Francis our 
Pope and grant that he, whom you have made Peter's successor, may be for your people 
a visible source and foundation of unity in faith and of communion. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
  Dates for your Diary 
Sunday 17th March  Confirmation Mass - St. Joseph’s Church  11.00am 
Tuesday 19th March  Feast of St Joseph – Non-Uniform Day – Wear Green 
     Prayer Service for St. Joseph’s Day   9.00am  
Thursday 21st March        Sponsored Bounce for Charity 
Thursday 28th March  School finishes for Easter Holiday    3.15pm 
 

Confirmation Mass 
The Mass of Confirmation for this year’s candidates takes place at 11.00am 
on Sunday in St. Joseph’s Church. Everybody is more than welcome and 
encouraged to attend. It would be lovely to see lots of people there to 
support and welcome the children as they become fully initiated into the 
faith of the Catholic Church. Please come along and celebrate with your 
friends in this very special event in their lives. Please could all children who 
have been asked to serve be at church by 10.30am, and could all children 
who are taking part in the choir be at church by 10.45am. Thank you! 



 
 

Bishop Pargeter’s Visit — Confirmations 
We were honoured to welcome Bishop Pargeter when he visited school this 
morning to speak to the Confirmandi. He was most impressed with their 
knowledge and commitment to this wonderful Sacrament. I would 
especially like to thank all those who have prepared the boys and girls, Fr 
Gerry, Mr Gresty, Miss Price and Miss Mansell, and all members of staff who 
have worked together to make Sunday a successful day. Many thanks also 
to the parents and carers, without your support these occasions would not 
be possible. 
 
St.  Joseph’s Day Prayer Service 
Please come along and join us on our special feast day for a short prayer service on Tuesday 
morning to mark St. Joseph’s Feast day. It starts at 9.00am and will last for around twenty 
minutes, so why not stay after you drop your child to school?  
 

School Mass  
Every Thursday we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very 
pleased to welcome governors, parishioners and parents. It would be 
wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when 
your child’s class is leading the liturgy. Next week it is the turn of Year 4 to do 
the readings, prayers etc and all parents of those in Y4 are warmly invited. 
Mass takes place every Thursday at 9.15am.  

 
Green Day — Tuesday 19th March! 
To celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph we will be having a non-uniform day on 
Tuesday. You should come wearing something green! The cost of this will be 
50p, which will go towards our Lenten Charities fundraising.  
 

Sponsored Bounce 
Please remember our Sponsored Bounce on Thursday next week. We will 
have a bouncy castle, and each child that is sponsored will have the 
chance to complete their bounce session. This is to raise money for our 
Lenten charities. Your child should have received a sponsor form this 
week which should be returned to school by Wednesday. Thank you for 
your support with this.  
 

After-School Clubs 
Please note that next week is the last week of after school clubs before the holidays. There 
will be no clubs during the week commencing 25th March.  
 
Swimming 
There will be no swimming on Monday for Year Three.  
 
School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 10p to £2.00 per day. 
This is not a decision made by school, but by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. 
The cost of dinners will be £10.00 per week. 
 
 



 

Joseph and his Technicolour Dream Coat Production 
Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances, we have had to postpone our Production 
until after the holidays. We will let you know well in advance of the new date.  
 
Lent — Fifth Sunday of Lent 
This Sunday is the Fifth Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings this week is forgiveness. During the 
Gospel reading at Mass this weekend, you will hear about a woman who has sinned. The Pharisees, 

who were the Jewish religious leaders, try to trick Jesus into 
going against the law, so that they would have a reason to 
condemn him. At the time, many sins were punishable by 
stoning. In this story, the Pharisees ask Jesus what he would do 
with the woman who had sinned, thinking that what he said 
would go against their law. If it did, they would then have a 
reason to arrest him and punish him. However, their trick did 
not work, as Jesus did not say that he would go against the 
law, and let her be free, but replied by saying ‘let he who is 
without sin cast the first stone’. All of the people who were 
accusing her, one by one, walked away, because they knew 
that none of them were without their own sin.  

 
What Jesus means by this is that it is not our place to judge other people. We should forgive others, 
and not condemn them. He also tells the woman that he does not condemn her, and to go and 
walk away from her life of sin. He forgives her sins. This story gives us hope for the future and 
forgiveness of our sins. It is meant to encourage us, to help us look forward to Easter, and to 
understand the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection. That meaning is Reconciliation, forgiving 
each other and being reconciled both with each other and with God (as we heard last week). 
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more 
patient or to help around the house. We are making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk with 
Me’ calendars. The calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is generally a little 
thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your child to think about 
the meaning of Lent and Easter. It would be wonderful if you could follow the calendar with your 
child at home. Thank you. 
 
Attendance — week ending 8th March 2013 
Well done to Year 3, who had the best attendance for last week with an amazing 100%. 
Well done Y3!! The full attendance figures for last week are as follows: 
 

Rec  96%  Year One 93%   Year Two 95%  
Year Three  100%  Year Four 96%   Year Five 94%    
Year Six 97%   
 

Which gives a whole school attendance of 96%. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Holy Hombessa-Dany & Rachael 
Chen (Reception), Rihana Ricketts (Year Two), and Brylei Vincent & Chad 
Coleman (Year Five). 
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 




