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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“What have I done with my baptism and confirmation? Is Christ really the centre of my life?”  
Blessed John Paul II 

 
  Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 28th March  Stations of the Cross Service    2.00pm 
Thursday 28th March  School finishes for Easter Holiday    3.15pm 
Monday 15th April  Return to School      8.55am 
 
 
End of Term 
Just a reminder that we break up for the Easter holidays next 
Thursday. We return to school on Monday 15th April.  

 
Confirmation Mass 
Thank you to all of the parents and children that came to our Confirmations on 
Sunday. It was a lovely family day, and it was wonderful to see the church so full to 
support the children. The children that came to sing did so beautifully and 
represented the school really well. Thank you! 

 
Stations of the Cross Service 
We will be having a special ‘Stations of the Cross’ service in school on Thursday 
morning at 2.00pm. The service will be led by Year 4, and will include a special 
visual presentation. It will be a very meaningful, reflective service and it would 
be lovely if you could join us for this. You are all most welcome and 
encouraged to come along and share in this special week with us.  

 
Sponsored Bounce 
Thank you to all of the families who supported our Sponsored Bounce so 
well. The children (and a few of the staff!) had a great time on the 
bouncy castle yesterday, and luckily the weather stayed good! We have 
so far raised over £460 which is fantastic! Please remember to send in any 
outstanding sponsor money as soon as possible. Thank you!  
 

After-School Clubs 
Please note that after school clubs have now finished until after the holidays. There will be no 
clubs next week.  
 
Next week we are having our Easter Egg Raffle!! 
Tickets are still available, priced at 20p each. Many thanks to the staff for providing the eggs. 
 



 

School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 10p to £2.00 per day. 
This is not a decision made by school, but by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. 
The cost of dinners will be £10.00 per week. 
 
Lent — Palm Sunday 
This Sunday is the sixth in Lent, and is known as Palm Sunday. It is the beginning of ‘Holy 
Week’, which is the most important week of the year in the Catholic and Christian faiths 
 
On Palm Sunday, we remember Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem for the Jewish feast of 
Passover. After hearing about Jesus and the miracles that he had performed in Galilee, the 
people were starting to believe that Jesus was the Son of God and that he would be their 
King. When they heard that he was coming to their town, they were keen to see him and 
gathered along the road. They waved palm branches and shouted, "Hosanna! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the King of 
Israel!" (John 12:12-13). The people were excited and it was a 
time of great joy and happiness for them. However, while Jesus 
was happy that people believed in him and wanted him as 
their King, it was also a time of great sadness and fear for him 
because he knew what was going to happen later that week 
and that those same people would disown him and turn away 
from him, saying that he should be crucified. So, while the story 
of Palm Sunday helps us to remember that Jesus is our King, it 
also helps us to think about times that we have turned away 
from God. 
 

All the children have received a palm cross today. The symbolism of the palm cross helps us 
to remember that although Palm Sunday is a time of joy and celebration, we should also 
remember the importance and sadness of the week that is to come. The palm represents 
the joy and happiness of Palm Sunday, while the shape of the cross represents the cross on 
which Jesus died, and so the sadness of Jesus’ death. Some Christians display the palm 
crosses in their homes during the year as a symbol of their faith. Traditionally, the blessed 
palms are burned at the start of Lent the next year, which makes the ash that we use on Ash 
Wednesday. 
 
If you would like to attend the special Palm Sunday Mass this week, and receive a blessed 
palm, it will start at 11.00am on Sunday in St. Joseph’s Church. You are all most welcome to 
attend.  
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.00am. St. 
Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
Easter Mass times  
are as follows: 
Holy Thursday –  7.30pm 
Good Friday –  3.00pm 
Easter Saturday –  6.00pm 
Easter Day -   11.00am 
 



 

Attendance — week ending 15th March 2013 
Well done to Year 5, who had the best attendance for last week with a brilliant 99%. Well 
done Y5!! The full attendance figures for last week are as follows: 
 

Rec  96%  Year One 95%   Year Two 95%  
Year Three  98%  Year Four 96%   Year Five 99%    
Year Six 97%   
 

The overall whole school attendance was 97%. Well done, this is fantastic attendance! 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Jayden Holness (Rec), Edirissa 
Touray, Warren Miller, Nikola Dohman & Catherine Wu (Year Five) and 
Elletime Vlissidis & Tamzin Proctor (Year Six) 
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


