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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 
 

“The sign of sincere love is to forgive wrongs done to us. 
 It was with such love that the Lord loved the world.” 

St. Mark the Ascetic 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  Dates for your Diary 
 

 Tuesday 23rd April ‘Wear Something Red’ Non-Uniform Day   cost 50p 
 Thursday 25th April School Mass – Y6      8.55am 
 Monday 6th May  School Closed - May Day Bank Holiday    

Monday 13th May         SATs tests start for Y6. 
Sunday 19th May School Mass – St. Joseph’s Church   11.00am 
Friday 24th May   Break up for half term holiday    3.15pm 
Monday 3rd June Return to school       8.55am 
Sunday 9th June  First Holy Communion Mass     11.00am 
Friday 19th July  End of School Year – school closes for Summer   3.15pm  

 
Welcome back!  
Welcome back to school! We hope you had a relaxing holiday with your family. As you know, we 
celebrated the feast of Easter over the holidays, which I hope was a lovely, blessed time for you. The 
Easter season is a very special time for us, because it is the time of the year when we remember the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As Christians, we believe that Jesus, the Son of God, died, and 
then came back to life three days later. Jesus died so that our sins may be forgiven, and so that we 
could have eternal life in heaven. So, as you can see, this is a very 
important time of the year. 
 
Easter is celebrated in springtime, the season of new life. Springtime is 
when we come out of the long, dark, sleepy days of winter. All around us 
we see flowers, trees bursting into life, blossom and leaves, songbirds and 
little lambs. Although we know from the Gospels that the events of Easter 
did actually take place around this time of year, because they tell us it is 
the time of the Jewish feast of Passover, Christians see the events of 
springtime as a representation of the new life of Jesus, and the new life 
that Jesus gave the world when he rose from the dead. The symbolism of 
Jesus coming out of the dark tomb, as ‘the light of the world’, is perfectly 
represented by our moving from the dark days of winter into the long, 
sunny days of springtime.  
 

Saints/Feast Days for next Week 



 

Easter is not over on Easter day. The Easter season actually lasts for a long time! 39 days after Easter, 
we celebrate Ascension Day, when Jesus ascended into heaven, making the promise that he would 
return one day. The Easter season officially ends after 49 days, with the festival of Pentecost 
(sometimes called Whitsun), when we remember God sending his Holy Spirit to be amongst his 
people and to help us to live good lives.  
 
 
St. George’s ‘Red Day’ 
As you know, St. George is the patron Saint of England, whose feast day is celebrated on 
23rd April. We will be having a non-uniform ‘Wear Something Red’ day on Tuesday to 
celebrate of St. George’s Day. This will be our final fundraising event for our Lenten 
Charities, and the cost will be 50p per child.  
 
Swimming 
Swimming starts for Year Two on Monday. You should have received a letter today regarding this. 
Please fill in the slip and return it to school on Monday morning, giving your consent for your child to 
attend. Thank you.  

 
Y6 SATs 
SATs week will be from 13th-17th May. All Year Six children must be in school for the 
whole of this week. Y6 have been working very hard to prepare themselves for their 
tests. Keep up the good work! Arrangements for SATs week will follow shortly. 
 

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Clubs 
St. Matthew’s Church in Duddeston holds weekly Scout groups for children. 
Scouts is a social group for children, where they enjoy a balanced programme 
of activities, events and experiences, from outdoor and physical pursuits (such 
as camping, canoeing etc) to community involvement, creative expression 
and learning about the wider world. They achieve badges and awards for 
completing different activities. They also play games, go on outings and put on 
shows, amongst other things. Activities are an important part of Scouting, but it 
also helps young people set and achieve goals and grow in confidence. The 
Scouts website states that  
 
“As your child progresses through Scouts you should be able to see signs of the impact their Scouting 
adventure has on them. Parents tell us Scouting gives their children more confidence, responsibility and a 
broader set of friends. Scouting can help develop your child’s social skills and encourage self-sufficiency, and 
gives them access to activities and opportunities that may have been otherwise unavailable to them. A huge 
number of parents agreed that since their child joined Scouting family life was easier and they were ‘nicer 
children to live with’.” 
 
There are different groups for different ages; ‘Beavers’ from 5¾ to 7½ years, ‘Cubs’ from 7½ to 10½ 
years, ‘Scouts’ from 10½ to 14 years, and ‘Explorers’ from 14 – 18 years, so it is an activity that will 
carry your child through their entire childhood.  The Groups meet on a Monday between 6.15pm and 
7.45pm. If your child is interested in attending, please contact St. Matthew’s on 0121 604 2418. You 
can also find out more about Scouts at www.scouts.org.uk 
 
St. George’s Fayre 
The Oratory in Birmingham are holding a fair to celebrate St. George’s Day next Saturday 27th April. It 
runs from 12 noon – 5pm and will include stalls, a hog roast and a ‘Hobbit’ fancy dress competition. 
Entry is £1 which includes a raffle ticket.  
 
 



 

 
 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and 
Sunday at 11.00am. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just 
beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families are 
invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you 
there! 

 
 
Attendance — week ending 28th March 2013 
Well done to Year 4, who had the best attendance for the week before the holiday with 
98%. The full attendance figures for last week are as follows: 
 

Rec  85%  Year One 95%   Year Two 88%  
Year Three  94%  Year Four 98%   Year Five 89%    
Year Six 93%   
 

The overall whole school attendance was 91%, a little lower than usual due to high amounts 
of illness that week. 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Eric Li & Talika Wilson (Year Two) 
and Romeo Ryan-Daley (Year Four).  
 
 
Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


