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Dear Parents and Carers… 
I hope that you have all had a 
good holiday and summer. It is 
lovely to see everyone looking so 
well!  I would like to welcome you 
all back and give a special 
welcome to the new children who have 
started this week. I am sure that you will be 
very happy at St. Joseph’s.  

 
“It is always springtime in the heart that loves God.” 

St. John Vianney 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 12th September  School Mass led by Year Six   9.15am 
Sunday 22nd September  Fr. Stephen’s First Mass    11.00am 
Thursday 26th September  Reception Class Welcome Service  2.00pm 
w/b 30th September  Parental Workshops  
w/b 7th October   Blessed John Henry Newman week             
Thursday 10th October  Parents Evening     3.30-6.30pm 
Friday 25th October  Break up for half-term    3.15pm 
Monday 4th November  All Saints celebration/Return to school   
  
 

School Mass 
We had a lovely Mass today to begin our new school year. Every week we 
celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to welcome 
governors, parishioners and parents. Our school Masses are a lovely 
opportunity for the school and parish family to come together and 
celebrate the Word of God and the love of Jesus. Mass next week will be on 
Thursday at 9.15am to celebrate the feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary, 

and will be led by Year Six. We hope you will be able to join us.  
 



 

Uniform 
Firstly, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all of the children looking so smart!  It is always 
nice to see the children in their new uniforms. I would just like to remind you of a few of our policies 
regarding uniform in school. Firstly, please ensure that your child’s name is clearly written or sewn 
into each item of uniform as this will make it much easier to find it if it gets lost. Also as it clearly 
states in our prospectus; 

 
“ The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a  

distraction to others (e.g. – shaved patterns, colours etc.).” 
 

I would ask that you bear this in mind when taking your child to get their hair cut. Hairstyles should 
be sensible and appropriate for school and could l also remind parents that children are not 
permitted to wear nail varnish. 
 
Jewellery  
For health and safety reasons, we do not allow children to wear any jewellery in school. The only 
exception to this is small gold studs, which should not be worn on days when your child has P.E. or 
swimming. Members of staff are not allowed to remove earrings, and no responsibility will be taken 
for any child who removes their own earrings. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets and 
rings are not allowed in school. Thank you for your co-operation with this.  

 
PE Kits 

Please can you ensure that your child has their full, correct PE kit with 
them in school at all times. This consists of white t-shirt, black shorts and 
black pumps. While the weather is still nice, we want to make the most of 

it and enjoy our PE lessons outside. PE is compulsory and all children must 
take part. Thank you for your support with this.  

 
Mobile Phones 
Mobile Phones are not permitted in school unless it has been agreed with myself in advance. Any 
mobile phones in school have to be given into the school office at the start of the day and 
collected at the end. 
 
Holidays in Term Time 
On the back of this newsletter, you will find a letter about changes in the 
law regarding absence from school. It is no longer possible for any holidays 
or leave of absence to be authorised during term time, except in the case 
of an extreme exception. There are very strict guidelines regarding 
exceptions to this law, which are detailed in my letter. If you decide to 
take your child out of school anyway, it may result in your child losing their 
school place and you being fined or taken to court. This is not a decision 
made by this school, but by the Government and it is the same in every 
school. Please take the time to read this letter carefully and bear in mind 
the impact that an unauthorised absence can have on your child’s future 
school career. Thank you for your understanding with this. 
 
Dinner Money 
Dinner money is £10.00 a week and should be paid to the office every Monday. If any families’ 
circumstances have changed over the holiday regarding free school meal entitlement, you must 
inform us straight away. Thank you.   
 
After-School Clubs 



 

After-School clubs will commence in the next two weeks. Letters will go out next week regarding 
the various after-school clubs that will be available, so that you can apply for a place 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Lucien Jaffer (Year Five) and Kieran Phillips (Year Six). 
 
Many thanks,  
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
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Head Teacher 
MRS A. TREADWELL Leave in Term Time 

A very important message for all parents and carers 
 

 
6th September 2013 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Recently, the Government have reviewed the policy and law regarding absence from school. We are writing to inform 
you that a 2013 amendment to ‘The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006’, means that Head 
Teachers may no longer authorise any leave during term time except where the circumstances are exceptional. This 
is also in accordance with Birmingham Local Authority’s ‘Leave in Term Time Guidance’.  If your child takes leave that 
has not been authorised by the Head Teacher, it will result in the absence being recorded as unauthorised.  Please 
understand that this may lead to the issuing of a penalty notice and legal action being taken or your child losing their 
school place.  
 
If you are issued with a penalty notice, each parent will be fined a minimum of £60 or £120 depending on how soon 
payment is made.  If that fine is not paid, you may be required to attend Court and this could result in a fine for each 
parent of up to £1000 per child. Being taken to Court could result in you having a criminal record.  
 
If a pupil takes unauthorised leave in term time without the Head Teacher’s permission, and does not return to school 
within 20 school days, the pupil may be deleted from the school register on the 21st day i.e. they will no longer have a 
place at this school. 
 
Family emergencies need careful consideration. It is not always appropriate or in the best interests of the child to miss 
school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult family members. Being at school, friendship with peers and 
support from staff can provide children with stability. The routine of school offers a safe and familiar background 
during times of uncertainty.  
 
If you believe there is an exceptional and urgent reason for your child to take leave during term time, please complete 
the required form which you can obtain from the School. As Head Teacher, I will then make a decision on whether or 
not the leave can be authorised.  For example: 

• death of parent/carer or sibling of the pupil 
• life threatening or critical illness of parent or sibling of the pupil 
• parent/carer recuperation and convalescence from critical illness or surgery (leave request to be 

made within 6 months of recovery and medical evidence required 
 

We are grateful for the support we receive from parents and good attendance will ensure that your child can reach 
his/her full potential. To achieve this, your child needs to attend school every day.   

 
How does your child compare? 

 
 

Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage your 
child in adult life.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

A. Treadwell 

Attendance during one 
school year 

equals this number of 
days absent 

which is approximately 
this many weeks absent 

which means this 
number of lessons 
missed 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 290 lessons 




