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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“Repent and believe in the Gospel” 
               

                           

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 5th March  9.15am          Ash Wednesday – Mass in School 
Wednesday 19th March  10.00am  Mass, blessing and opening of our new 
         Chapel – led by Bishop Pargeter 
 
Sponsorship Money & Forms 
Just a final reminder to bring in any outstanding sponsor money. Monday will be the last day for 
this. Thank You! 

School Mass — Ash Wednesday  
Our next School Mass takes place on Wednesday 5th March at 9.15am, for the 
Holy Day of Ash Wednesday. You are most welcome and encouraged to 
come along and join us for this very special day in the church’s year. It would 
be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when 
your child’s class is leading the liturgy. Next week it is the turn of Year 6 to do 
the readings, prayers etc.  All parents, carers, family and parishioners are 
warmly invited. 

 
Blessing and Opening of our new Chapel and rooms 
As you may know, we have recently had a lot of work 
done in new school. We now have a new classroom, 
a new library and a new chapel. We are particularly 
honoured that we have been given a special 
allowance by Archbishop Longley, which means that 
we can reserve the Blessed Sacrament in our Chapel. 
We would like to invite you to the official blessing and 
opening of these rooms on Wednesday 19th March 
(St. Joseph’s Feast Day). There will be a special Mass 
at 10.00am, celebrated by Bishop Philip Pargeter, 
followed by the blessing of the new rooms. Light 
refreshments will be served afterwards. This day will be 
a lovely fun day for the children, and they will be having special treats throughout the day.  
 
If you would like to attend, please let the school office know, so that we can ensure enough 
seating and refreshments are available. It is always lovely to see parents and carers supporting 
school, and so it would be wonderful if some of you could come along to this very special event.  

 
Congratulations  
To Mrs Pattinson and her family on the birth of her first grandchild. We had the 
pleasure of meeting little Seth this week, and he is beautiful! Nanny Pattinson is very 
proud!! 



 

Public Meeting 
‘The Voice of Bloomsbury Parents’ is holding a public meeting at 1.30pm on Friday 7th March to 
meet with the Local MP Shabana Mahmood. This is to discuss road safety around the Nechells 
Schools and Nurseries, improving the park and recreational facilities and cuts to children’s learning 
opportunities. This is an important meeting to discuss issues that may affect the future of some 
after-school clubs in the area, so please go along and show your support for the groups that will 
be represented. The meeting will be held in Bloomsbury Nursery and all are welcome. 
 
School Uniform  
I would just like to remind you of the correct school uniform. We will be tightening up on this over 
the next few weeks. 
BOYS   
• Grey/black Trousers 
• Yellow Polo Shirt with school logo 
• Brown Sweatshirt with school logo 
• Sensible black or brown shoes (Not boots or trainers) 
GIRLS 
• Grey/black skirt, trousers or pinafore dress  
• White Blouse with school logo  
• Brown Cardigan with school logo 
• Sensible, flat black or brown shoes (Not boots or trainers) 
• Grey/black tights or white/grey socks 
 
Children should not come to school in boots.  Girls can wear tights or socks (not both together), 
which must be plain grey, black or white. They should not have any patterns on them. Also, 
children should not wear leggings under their skirts, or long sleeved tops under their blouses. It is 
important that children wear the correct uniform to school.  
 
Jewellery and nail varnish are also not part of school uniform and should not be worn to school.  
Thank you for your support with this.  
 
PE kit 
Please ensure that your child has their correct PE kit in school with them every day.  This consists of 
plain black shorts, a plain white tshirt and pumps. PE is a compulsory part of the curriculum and all 
children must take part.  
 

School Fund 
As you will know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family 
per week. It really does make a difference to making school more fun for the 
children. It would be wonderful if parents would send in school fund as often as 
possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in an envelope labelled 
‘School Fund’, with your child’s name and class. A big thank you to everyone 
who has paid school fund this week!  

 
.Snow! 
In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which 
causes significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, 
as follows: BRMB 96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our 
school name or any mention of ‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember 
that there are several St Joseph’s schools and you must listen out for ours. 
 
 
 
 



 

Lent 
Lent begins on Wednesday (5th March), with a holy day known as Ash Wednesday, when we go to Mass 
and receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of penance, or sorrow for our sins. It is a special day in the 
church, known as  a holy day, when all Christians are supposed to go to church. 
Ash Wednesday is the first of the 40 days of Lent, which represents firstly the 
Israelites’ journey from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land and also the time 
that Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for His Ministry when He would 
preach and heal the people. The word ‘Lent’ means ‘to lengthen’, and is used 
as because Lent is observed in spring, when the days begin to get longer. Lent is 
our time to prepare for the coming of Jesus at Easter. Jesus died to free us from 
sin and to bring us forgiveness, so during Lent, we remember the sacrifice that he made for us. Traditionally, 
we give something up for Lent, such as chocolate or sweets, as a small way of representing this sacrifice, 
the money we save is then given to the poor. In Lent we practise Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  On Ash 

Wednesday, we do not eat meat. 
 
                                In days gone by, people would eat very basic food throughout Lent, as 

it is a time of abstinence, or giving things up. On Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, they 
used up all of the rich foods in their house, such as eggs, fat and butter, and made them 

into pancakes. Traditionally on Shrove Tuesday, people would also go to confession, to 
prepare themselves for Lent. The name ‘Shrove’ comes from the word "shriven", which means 

‘to be forgiven for your sins’. Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 days before Easter Sunday, and this 
year falls next Tuesday (4th March). 
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give something up, 
but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more patient or to help 
around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk With Me’ calendars. The 
calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is generally a little thing to do, an act of 
kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your child to think about the meaning of Lent and 
Easter.  
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 12.00pm. St. 
Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Devonte Groves & Sufien Salih 
(Reception), Rianna Phillips (Year 1), Blessing Matondo & Priah Finch (Year 3), 
N'Kira-Rose Henry (Year 4), Melanay Yonas (Year 5) and Jahieem Jackson (Year 
6). 
 
Attendance — week ending 14th February 2014 
Well done to Year One and Year Five, who had the best attendance for the week before the 
holiday with a fantastic 99%! 
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  92%  Year One 99%   Year Two 94%    
Year Three  96%   Year Four 94%   Year Five 99%    
Year Six 97% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 

Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


