
 
 

 Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 21st March 2014 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“Do not walk through time without leaving worthy evidence of your passage” 
Pope John XXIII 

                 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 31st March  1.30pm Y1 & Y2 Inspire workshop for Mothers  
Wednesday 2nd April 1.30pm Y3 & Y4 Inspire workshop for Mothers 
Thursday 3rd April      1.30pm Reception Inspire workshop for Mothers 
Friday 4th April  1.30pm Y5 & Y6 Inspire workshop for Mothers 
Friday 4th April                                              Wear Rainbow colours for the Lenten Charities 
Friday 11th April                                            Sponsored Bounce 
 
Holiday Dates for Your Diary 
Thursday 17th April  3.15pm School finishes for Easter Break 
Tuesday 6th May  8.55am Return to School 
 
Friday 23rd May  3.15pm School finishes for half term 
Monday 2nd June  8.55am Return to School 
Friday 18th July   3.15pm School finishes for the Summer 

 

St. Joseph’s Day / Blessing and Opening of our 
New Chapel and Rooms  
Thank you to the parents who attended the blessing and 
opening of our new chapel and rooms on Wednesday. We had 
a fantastic day in school, which begn with a very spiritual and 
joyful Mass celebrated by Bishop Pargeter, who commented on 
how well behaved the children were, and how very well they 
sang. We were joined by 75 special visitors, including six Priests 
who concelebrated the Mass, Head Teachers and 
representatives from other primary and secondary schools, 
Oscott College, the POD and many other institutions that the 
school has links with. Lots of these visitors commented on the 
children’s behaviour, how lovely the school looked, and what a 
lovely celebration it had been. It was a wonderful day in the 
history of St. Joseph’s, which I am sure everyone will remember 
for a long time 

 

School Mass — The Annunciation 
School Mass next week will be on Tuesday, to mark the very special feast day of The Annunciation. 
The Annunciation was when the Angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her that she was going to have 
a baby. You are most welcome and encouraged to come along and join us for Mass. It would be 
wonderful if more parents and carers could attend, especially when your child’s class is leading 
the liturgy. Next week it is the turn of Year 4 to do the readings, prayers etc.  All parents, carers, 
family and parishioners are warmly invited. 



 

Reminder 
Please could I ask all parents and carers that they ensure their child has everything they need for 
the day when they come to school. We have to make numerous phone calls each day for 
forgotten lunch, glasses, guitars and PE and Swimming kits. Ensuring that your child comes to 
school with everything they need will also avoid the inconvenience caused to yourselves by 
having to have to come back to school with things. Thank you for your understanding and support 
with this.  
 
School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 5p to £2.05 per day. This is 
not a decision made by school, but by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. The cost of 
dinners will be £10.25 per week. 
 
School Uniform  
I would just like to remind you of the correct school uniform. We will be tightening up on this over 
the next few weeks. If your child is not in the correct uniform on any day, a letter will be sent home 
with them. 
 
BOYS   
• Grey/black Trousers 
• Yellow Polo Shirt with school logo 
• Brown Sweatshirt with school logo 
• Sensible black or brown shoes (Not boots or trainers) 
GIRLS 
• Grey/black skirt, trousers or pinafore dress  
• White Blouse with school logo  
• Brown Cardigan with school logo 
• Sensible, flat black or brown shoes (Not boots or trainers) 
• Grey/black tights or white/grey socks 
 
Children should not come to school in boots.  Girls can wear tights or socks (not both together), 
which must be plain grey, black or white. They should not have any patterns on them. Also, 
children should not wear leggings under their skirts, or long sleeved tops under their blouses. It is 
important that children wear the correct uniform to school. Jewellery and nail varnish are also not 
part of school uniform and should not be worn to school.  Thank you for your support with this.  
 

Rainbow Non-Uniform Day 
We are having a non-uniform day on 4th April.  You should come to school dressed as colourfully 
as you can! The cost of this will be 50p per child, which will go to our Lenten Charity fundraising.  

 
Inspire Workshops 

We will be leading another series of Inspire workshops with the children from the 31st 

March - 4th April. Letters will be going out next week for this. The theme for the 
workshops is Mothers and Mother’s Day, and they are designed for the children to 
work on art and craft themed activities with their parent/carer in school. I know 
from the feedback you gave us that you all enjoyed the previous workshops. Dates 
are listed above. Further details will follow, but please keep the dates free. 

 
School Fund 
As you know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per 
week. It really does make a difference to making school more fun for the 
children. It would be wonderful if parents would send in school fund as often as 
possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in an envelope labelled 
‘School Fund’, with your child’s name and class.  



 

Third Sunday of Lent 
This weekend we celebrate the Third Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings this week is water, 
and in the Gospel we hear the story of Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus talks 
to the woman about the ‘living water’ or the water of eternal life. Water is very important in the 
Catholic and Christian church because it is used to give the Sacrament of Baptism. Water is 
blessed and known as ‘Holy Water’, which is what we bless ourselves with on the way into church. 
Water is essential for us to live. It gives us life, nourishes us and keeps us healthy. It also cleanses us. 
Jesus also gives us all of these things and so, as we need 
water, we also need Jesus. He gives us eternal life and 
looks after us, and he cleanses us from our sins when we 
say we are sorry. When we are baptised, we are cleansed 
from sin and given new life, and we begin our journey 
towards eternal life with God. This theme, and that of 
baptism and being freed from sin, is a very important one 
during Lent, which is a time of ‘repentance’ or being sorry 
for what we have done wrong.  
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be 
more patient or to help around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the 
‘Walk With Me’ calendars. The calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is 
generally a little thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your 
child to think about the meaning of Lent and Easter.  
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 12.00pm. St. 
Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday for this week to Heven Dawit (Reception) and Edirissa 
Touray, Warren Miller & Nikola Dohman (Year 6). 
 
Attendance — week ending 14th March 2014 
Well done to Year Two, Year Three, Year Four and Year Six, who had the best attendance for last 
week with 98%! 
 
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  97%  Year One 97%   Year Two 98%    
Year Three  98%   Year Four 98%   Year Five 96%    
Year Six 98% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 98%.  
 

Many thanks,  

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


