
 
 

Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 12th June 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 25th June    Father’s Day Inspire Workshop 
Friday 26th June    Family Day – trip to Southport  
       (INSET Day - SCHOOL CLOSED TO ANYONE NOT ATTENDING) 
Tuesday 30th June  0915-1030 School Open Day (details to follow) 
     1330-1500 
Wednesday 1st July    Reception Induction Day (letters will be sent home) 
Friday 3rd July     KS1 Dress Up & Dance Day for Macmillan– 50p per child 
Friday 17th July   3.15pm School finishes for the Summer 
 
Fr Gerry McArdle 
It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that Father 
Gerry McArdle, the former Parish Priest of St Joseph’s passed 
away yesterday morning. His funeral will take place on 
Monday at noon in Ireland. A Diocesan Mass for him with one 
of the Bishops will be arranged at St. Joseph's later in the 
month. 
 
Those of you who knew Father Gerry will know that he was a 
huge presence in Nechells during his fourteen years here, not 
just in the parish of St Joseph’s, but across the community as a 
whole, and the work that he did here was truly remarkable. 
Many of our older children were baptised by Father Gerry and 
I know that many of our families will have very fond memories 
of him.  
 
Please pray for the repose of Father Gerry and remember his family in your prayers at this 
difficult time for them. We pray that they find comfort from their memories and the good 
wishes of people around them. 
 
School Mass 
Every week we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to welcome 
governors, parishioners and parents. Mass next week will be on Wednesday, at 9.30am. Please 
come along and share this with us.   
 
First Holy Communion 
Thank you to everyone who came on Sunday to support the children making their First Holy 
Communion. We had a lovely sunny day, and the children really enjoyed their special 
celebration. It was wonderful to see the church full of people. The children behaved beautifully 
and were a credit to the school. 
 
 
 



 

School Website 
I am very pleased to tell you that we have a new school website! It is now live at 
www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk Please have a look and see what you think. It is much more colourful 
and easy to use, and there is lots of new information on there for you to read. It would be lovely to 
hear your feedback and comments on the new site.  
 
RCIA Programme  
Would you like to become a Catholic or do you know someone who might? The RCIA is a 
Catholic Bible-based course that explains the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults for those who 
wish to convert to the Catholic faith. Father Stephen will be running a RCIA group in the Parish 
over the coming months. If you would like further information, please see Father Stephen at 
Church, or contact him on 0121 327 0235. 
 

Family Day Trip 
The family day trip on Friday 26th June will now be going to Southport. Letters 
have been sent out with your newsletters today. Southport is a lovely seaside 
resort, just on the west coast, close to Liverpool. There are beaches, parks, 

amusements, and attractions including an indoor waterpark ‘Splashworld’ 
(please note that some of these attractions are chargeable and entrance is not 
covered in the price of the trip). Places will be allocated on a first come first 

served basis, and all children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. Seats 
are priced at £11 each, or £40 for a family of four. All children must be paid for, including babies, 
who must have a car seat.  Please note that this trip will take place on the Teacher Training Day, 
so school is closed for anyone who is not attending the trip.  
 
St Chad’s Flower Festival 
The annual St Chad’s Flower festival takes place this weekend during Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. We have taken part as a school this year, and if you go, you can see our flower display, 
which features our school logo. The Presentation Sisters have also taken part with a beautiful 
display by Sister Pius on the theme of Nano Nagle, the founder of their order. Refreshments are 
being served all day in the Grimshaw Room and you can go along at any time from 10.00am until 
6.00pm during the weekend.  
 
Father’s Day Inspire Workshops 
We will be holding a Father’s Day Inspire workshop on Thursday 25th June. 
Letters for this have gone out. There are two sessions to choose from, one from 
9.15-11.00 and one from 1.30 – 3.00pm.  Please note that the workshops are for 
Fathers, but if it is not possible for Dad to attend, another male relative (over 
the age of 18) can attend instead. This could be step-dad, a carer, Uncle, 
Brother or Granddad.  Please return your slips as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 
Swimming 
Year Six are now going swimming each week. Please ensure that your child has their full swimming 
kit in school each Monday. Thank you.  
 
Packed Lunches 
Just a reminder that sweets and chocolate are not allowed in packed lunches. This includes cake 
bars, biscuits etc with chocolate on. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
Online Application - Grammar School Entry September 2016 (Year 5 children) 
Applications are now open online for those children wishing to apply for Grammar School Entry in 
September 2016. In order to apply for a place at a Grammar School, your child must sit an exam. 
It is one test which covers all 8 Grammar Schools in Birmingham (For Boys: Bishop Vesey, King 
Edward VI Aston, King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways and Handsworth Grammar. 
For Girls: King Edward VI Camp Hill, King Edward VI Five Ways, King Edward VI Handsworth and 



 

Sutton Coldfield Grammar). If you are interested in applying for your child to take the test, you 
must submit a completed form by 4pm on Friday 10 July 2015. You can get more information and 
apply online at http://www.birminghamgrammarschools.org/apply-onlineapp.php  
 
Hair Cuts 
I would just like to remind you of our school rules regarding hair styles. As it clearly states in our 
prospectus; 
 

“The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a distraction to others. 
Shaved patterns, lines and colours are not allowed. Hair should be all one length and not ‘stepped’ or 

shaved at different levels.” 
 

Please bear this in mind when taking your child to get their hair cut. Parents and carers of children 
who come to school with inappropriate hairstyles will be contacted and asked to collect their 
child to have the style removed, and children will lose their playtime until the hair style is 
corrected.  
 
Charity Summer Fete 
Heartlands Academy is holding a Charity Summer Fete on Saturday 13th June between 11am and 
3pm. There are lots of attractions including a bouncy castle, giant games, sports activities and 
stalls. Entrance is 50p and everyone is welcome to attend.  
 

School Fund 
As you will know, we collect ‘School Fund’ each week. It is just 50p per family per 
week. School budgets are very strict about what money can be spent on, and so we 
collect school fund as a way of being able to provide little treats for the children 
throughout the year. It would be wonderful if parents would send in school fund as 

often as possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in an envelope labelled ‘School 
Fund’, with your child’s name and class. Thank you! 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 
327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look 
forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 

 
 
Attendance — week ending 5th June 2015 
Well done to Year Four and Year Five who had the best attendance for last week with a fantastic 
99%! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Rec  98% Year One 98%  Year Two 98%   Year Three  94% 
Year Four 99%  Year Five 99%  Year Six 98% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 98%. This is fantastic attendance. Well 
done!! 
 
Many thanks,  
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


