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Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 4th December 2015 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God.” 
 

C. S. Lewis 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Monday 7th December   Holy Communion and Confirmation meeting 3.30pm 
Thursday 10th December  Y3/4/5/6 trip to REP Theatre 
Friday 11th December  Wear Your Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Monday 14th December  School Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday 15th December  Rec/Y1 & Y2 Christmas Assembly   1.30pm 
Wednesday 16th December Y3/4 Christmas Assembly    1.30pm 
Thursday 17th December  Y5/6 Christmas Assembly    1.30pm 
Friday 18th December  School Christmas Carol Service   2.00pm 
Friday 18th December  School closes for Christmas holiday  3.15pm 
 
Tuesday 5th January  Return to school     8.55am 
 
 
School Mass 
School Mass takes place on Wednesday next week during the Second week of Advent. It starts at 9.30am 
and will be led by Y4. We will also be lighting the Second candle on our Advent wreath this week. You are 
all very welcome to attend – you do not have to be Catholic to come to Mass.  
 
Please pray for Mrs Baines, who is ill at the moment, but is on the road to recovery. We wish her strength and 
good health as we remember her in our prayers.  
 
Reception 2016  
Reception school place applications should be submitted to the City Council NO 
LATER THAN 4th December.You can apply for a Reception place for next September 
online at https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php 
 
First Holy Communion & Confirmation Meeting 
A reminder that our next meeting for First Holy Communion and Confirmation preparation will take place on 
Monday 7th December at 3.30pm. It is very important that all families of children who are preparing to 
receive a Sacrament attend this meeting.  
 

KS2 Christmas Trip — Y3/4/5/6 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be visiting the REP Theatre in Birmingham to see ‘The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ on Thursday 10th December, at a cost of 
£10. Please note that as this is not a curriculum based trip, places must be paid 
for. Please make sure that you return your slips as soon as possible, with either 
full payment of £10.00, or a deposit of £5.00, to book your child’s place.  

 
 
PE Kit 
Please can you ensure that your child has their full, correct PE kit with them in school at all times. This consists 
of white t-shirt, black shorts and black pumps. PE is compulsory and all children must take part. Thank you for 
your support with this.  
 



 

Congratulations 
As you may remember from a previous newsletter, Mr 
Gresty has been receiving instruction to become a 
Deacon. He has completed one year of formation for 
the permanent diaconate, and has been officially 
accepted as a Candidate for Holy Orders. On 
Saturday 14th November, Mr Gresty and a number of 
permanent diaconate students were conferred the 
Ministry of Candidate by Bishop David McGough. 
 
We are very proud of Mr Gresty, and ask that you join 
us in praying for him as he completes his next three 
years of formation.  Please keep all the Students for the 
Permanent Diaconate at St Mary's College Oscott in 
your prayers. 
 

Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Monday 14th December. This year, the 

dinner option will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast turkey, stuffing, roast 
potatoes, vegetables etc, with a fish/vegetarian option. If your child has sandwiches 
and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at the office. The cost of Christmas 
Dinner is £2.10.  

 
Christmas Jumper Day  
On Friday 11th December we are taking part in the Save the Children ‘Wear Your 
Christmas Jumper Day’. This is taking place in many schools and workplaces  
around the country, and will raise funds for the ‘Save the Children’ appeal.  
The cost of this will be £1 per child, and you should come to school dressed in your 
craziest Christmas jumpers!!! 
 
Share your views through Parent View 
Parents and carers can give their views of our school at any time of the school year and at the time of a 
school inspection using an online questionnaire called Parent View.  
When our school is notified of its next Ofsted inspection, parents will be invited to give their views about the 
school to inspectors using the Parent View online facility as this has replaced Ofsted’s paper questionnaire. 
Please register with an email address and a password at https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. Once your login 
has been activated, it only takes a few minutes to complete answers to 12 short questions about aspects 
such as bullying, the quality of teaching, level of homework, etc.  
 
Your views are important in helping inspectors make a decision about our school, and to help us know what 
is going well and what could be improved.  

 
Snow! 
 In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes 
significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: BRMB 
96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of 
‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools 
and you must listen out for ours. 

 
Second Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of this Sunday is “preparing the way for the Lord.” 
When you go to church on Sunday, you will hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s Cousin 
Elizabeth. John also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born to Elizabeth whom Mary went to share 
her news with after the angel’s visit. You may remember in that story, Elizabeth tells of her baby, John, 
‘leaping for joy’ in her womb, when Mary told her the news. John, as an adult, was a preacher and 

baptised people, and was the first person to recognise Jesus as the Messiah. John and Jesus 
would have been around the same age, and John was preaching at the time just 
before Jesus started his public ministry of preaching in Jerusalem and Galilee.  

 
Just as once before he “prepared the way” for the coming of Christ, so today he 
does the same for us. Our hearts should be open to his voice, as he calls us to 



 
repentance, and asks us to make the way straight for the coming of our Lord. The theme of preparing the 
way for the Lord is very important at this time of year, because in celebrating advent, like John the Baptist, 
we are preparing for the coming of Jesus. During advent, we are asked to prepare spiritually for the coming 
of Jesus, through prayer and reflection, and the sacrament of confession. 
 
We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer time, 
through our reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. This is designed to help the children to 
appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks 
and prayer. 
Retirement 
One of our school cleaners is retiring after many years service in our school. 
Mrs McGlynn has been with us for many years and we wish her a very happy and restful retirement. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Sunday at 12.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on 
Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All families 
are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 

 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Rocco(Reception), Tesharn (Y2) Nadia and Yohannes(Y3).  
 

 
Attendance — week ending 27th November 2015 
Well done to Year one, who had the best attendance for last week with a fantastic 100%!!  
 

 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  90% Year One 100%  Year Two 92%   Year Three  98% 
Year Four 99%  Year Five 96%  Year Six 96% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 
Many thanks, 

A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 


