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Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 9th September 2016 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“Nothing surpasses the greatness or dignity of a human person.” 
St. John Paul II 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 14th September   School Mass    9.30am 
      Year 6 Visit to St. Chad’s 
Monday 19st September     Ten Ten Theatre Company in School 
Tuesday 20th September  Y1 & Y2 Workshop    1.30pm  
Wednesday 21st September  Y3 & Y4 Workshop    1.30pm  
Thursday 22nd September  Y5 & Y6 Workshop    1.30pm  
Friday 30th September   Assembly – Police Road Safety Awareness    
Wednesday 5th October                       Reception Welcome Service  2.00pm 
Thursday 6th October   Parents’ Evening   2.30pm – 6.00pm 
Monday 17th  October  Harvest Festival 
Friday 21st October   School closes for half-term  3.15pm 
Monday 31st October   Return to school   8.55am 
 
 

 

Welcome Back! 
I hope that you have all had a good holiday and summer. It is lovely to see everyone 
looking so well!  I would like to welcome you all back and give a special welcome to the 
new children who have started. I am sure that you will be very happy and we hope you 
all enjoy your time at St. Joseph’s.  We are also delighted to welcome Mrs Watchorn 
back into school. 

 
 

 
 

School Mass 
Every week we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to welcome governors, 
parishioners and parents. Mass next week will be on Wednesday at 9.30am and will be led by the staff. 
 
 
After School Clubs 
After school clubs start during the week of the 19th September. You will receive letters about this next week. 
 
 
School House Captains 
We have held elections today for the role of House and Vice House Captains for our four houses.  House 
Captains are children from Year 6 who are chosen by all the other children in their houses. 
The successful children are: 
 
St. Maximilian Kolbe: 
Naomi:  “If you are sad, I will make sure you leave school with a smile on your face” 
Yosef:  “I am happy and caring.  I’ll gladly give up my multi-skills time to spend time with you” 
 
St. John Paul 
Awet:  “Don’t look at me as a year 6 pupil, look at me as your big brother” 
George:  “A problem shared is a problem halved” 



 

Blessed John Henry Newman 
Enzo:  “You can always find me at break-time and I will help you.  I will never give up on you” 
Chawan:  “You can tell me all your problems and I’ll help you” 
 
St. Teresa of Kolkata 
Javon:  “If you need help, I’ll always be there” 
Joyce:  “I’m responsible, smart and friendly.  I am good at giving hugs to those who need one” 
 
 
Parents Workshops 
We will be holding Parental Workshops in school during the week commencing 19st September. These are 
based on the new National Curriculum and designed to show you a little of what your children are leaning 
in school, so that you can help them at home. You will receive letters about these, but please keep the 
dates free; 

Tuesday 20th September 1.30pm  Y1 & Y2 Workshop  
Wednesday 21st September 1.30pm  Y3 & Y4 Workshop  
Thursday 23rd September 1.30pm  Y5 & Y6 Workshop  

 

 
Share your views through Parent View 
Parents and carers can give their views of our school at any time of the school year and at the time of a 
school inspection using an online questionnaire called Parent View.  
When our school is notified of its next Ofsted inspection, parents will be invited to give their views about the 
school to inspectors using the Parent View online facility as this has replaced Ofsted’s paper questionnaire. 
Please register with an email address and a password at https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. Once your login 
has been activated, it only takes a few minutes to complete answers to 12 short questions about aspects 
such as bullying, the quality of teaching, level of homework, etc.  
 
Your views are important in helping inspectors make a decision about our school, and to help us know what 
is going well and what could be improved.  
 
 
Uniform 
Firstly, I would like to say how wonderful it is to see all of the children looking so smart!  It is always nice to see 
the children in their new uniforms. I would just like to remind you of a few of our policies regarding uniform in 
school. Firstly, please ensure that your child’s name is clearly written or sewn into each item of uniform as this 
will make it much easier to find it if it gets lost. Also as it clearly states in our prospectus; 

 

“The school does not permit children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a distraction to others. 
Shaved patterns, lines and colours are not allowed. Hair should be all one length and not ‘stepped’ or 

shaved at different levels.” 
 
New School Uniform 
A reminder we no longer sell school uniform in school other than girls school blouses.  You need to order your 
uniform online from http://www.clothingattesco.com/birmingham/st-josephs-catholic-primary-school/invt/103436 
The white blouses for girls are available to buy from the school office, priced at £10 for a pack of two.  
 
Jewellery  
For health and safety reasons, we do not allow children to wear any jewellery in school. The only exception 
to this is small gold studs, which should not be worn on days when your child has P.E. or swimming. Members 
of staff are not allowed to remove earrings, and no responsibility will be taken for any child who removes 
their own earrings. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets and rings are not allowed in school. Thank 
you for your co-operation with this.  
 

PE Kits 
Please can you ensure that your child has their full, correct PE kit with them in school at all 
times. This consists of white t-shirt, black shorts and black pumps. While the weather is still 
nice, we want to make the most of it and enjoy our PE lessons outside. PE is compulsory 

and all children must take part. Thank you for your support with this.  
 

Mobile Phones 



 
Mobile Phones are not permitted in school unless it has been agreed with myself in advance. Any mobile 
phones in school have to be given into the school office at the start of the day and collected at the end. 
 

Dinner Money 
Dinner money is £10.75 a week and should be paid to the office every Monday. If any 
families’ circumstances have changed over the holiday regarding free school meal 
entitlement, you must inform us straight away. Also, just a reminder that due to a change 
made by the Government, all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 now get free 
school meals regardless of entitlement.  
 
Children in Y3 have to pay for their meals unless you are entitled to free meals. If you think that you may be 
entitled to free school meals, please come in to the school office. Please note that if you receive ANY 
Working Tax Credit, you are not entitled to receive free school meals and must pay for your child’s meals.  
 

Sports/Pupil Premium 
Details of our Sports and Pupil Premium spend and impact for last school year will be published on our 
school website next week. The Pupil Premium was introduced in April 2011. It is an additional form of funding 
that the Government provides to help to address any inequalities between children eligible for free school 
meals (FSM) and children who have a more affluent background. Schools are free to spend the Pupil 
Premium as they see fit. 
In April 2013, the Government announced new funding of £150 million for physical education (PE) and sport. 
This funding should be used to improve the quality and breadth of PE and sport provision. Schools are free to 
determine how best to use this funding to improve the quality and breadth of PE and sport provision, 
including increasing participation in PE and sport so that all pupils develop healthy lifestyles and reach the 
performance levels they are capable of. 
 
 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be found on 
Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 327 0235. All 
families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to seeing you 
there! Father Stephen 
 

 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Karim (Year 5), Alieu (Year 5), Theressa (Year 3) and Matthew 
(Year 3)! 
 
 

 
 
Attendance —   This will appear here next week. 
 
 
 
 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
  




