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Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News  
Thursday 1st December 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 “The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God.” 

 

C. S. Lewis 
 

Dates for your Diary - TOMORROW 
Friday 2nd December   Christmas Bazaar     1.30pm 

 
Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 3rd December  Mass of Commitment – First Holy Communion 6.00pm 
 
Wednesday 7th December  Reception trip to Polesworth Abbey 
Wednesday 7th December                 Y1 and Y2 trip to Birmingham Cathedral 
Thursday 8th December  Christmas Jumper Day 
      Christmas Dinner Day 
Friday 9th December    SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Monday 12th December   Y1 and Y2 Theatre trip to ‘The Bear’  

Monday 19th December  Rec, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Assembly  
Tuesday 20th December  Y3 & Y4 Christmas Assembly 
Wednesday 21st December  Y5 & Y6 Christmas Assembly 
Thursday 22nd December *  School closes for Christmas holidays   1.00pm 
 

***Please note that school does not finish for Christmas until Thursday 22nd December. This is different to some schools which finish on 16th December*** 
Monday 9th January   School re-opens     8.55am 
 
 

St. Joseph’s Parish Christmas Bazaar 
The Christmas Bazaar takes place tomorrow. There are lots of lovely 
and exciting attractions, including a visit from Father Christmas, and 

it would be fantastic to see everyone supporting it. There will also be 
a sale of brand new designer kitchen ware, at fantastic prices! The 
bazaar will start at 1.30pm and run until 4.00pm, and it would be 

wonderful to see everyone coming along. Please do not send your 
child with money; they will be able to join you in the hall when you 

come. Bring your friends and family too!  
 

Thank you for your support with our non-uniform days and all of your 
donations of bottles. If anyone has any good quality items that they would 
like to donate for the bazaar, please could you send them into school in the 
morning. Thank you! 
 
Building Works — SCHOOL CLOSURE — NEXT FRIDAY 9th December 
We are having an extension built to accommodate our new staff toilets.  This work is due 
to finish at the beginning of December and the plumbers will be in school next Friday 9th 
December. The water supply will need to be turned off for this work to go ahead and so it 
will be necessary for us to close school for the day.  
 



 

First Holy Communion Commitment Mass - Saturday 
A Mass of Commitment takes place for all First Holy Communion children and their families on Saturday (3rd 
December) at 6.00pm. It is very important that all children wishing to receive First Holy Communion this year 
are at this Mass. Your child should dress smartly for this special occasion (no denim please). Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend and it would be lovely to see the church full to support the children as 
they begin this important journey of faith.  
 

School Mass 
School Mass takes place on Wednesday next week during the Second week of Advent. It 
starts at 9.30am and will be led by Y4. We will also be lighting the second candle on our 
Advent wreath. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not have to be Catholic to 

come to Mass.  
 

Mr Gresty 
Mr Gresty is leaving us at the end of term and we would like to wish him every success for the future. 
 
Reading Café — Year Six 
The Reading Café continues every Friday from 9am and next week will be for Year Six parents to 
come and read with their child.  
 

Christmas Dinner — NEXT THURSDAY 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place next Thursday 8th December. This year, the 

dinner option will be a traditional Christmas dinner – roast turkey, stuffing, roast 
potatoes, vegetables etc, with a fish/vegetarian option. If your child has sandwiches 
and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at the office. The cost of Christmas 
Dinner is £2.15.  

 

Christmas Jumper Day — NEXT THURSDAY 
Next Thursday 8th December we are also taking part in the Save the Children  
‘Wear Your Christmas Jumper Day’. This is taking place in many schools and  
workplaces around the country, and will raise funds for the ‘Save the Children’  
appeal. The cost of this will be £1 per child, and you should come to school dressed  
in your craziest Christmas jumpers!!! 
 
After-school Clubs 
Please note that next week is the final week this term for afterschool clubs. There will be no afterschool 
activities during the weeks commencing 12th December and 19th December due to the hall being in use for 
various events.  
 
Please bear in mind that as football is weather-dependant we may have to cancel it next week also. Thank 
you for your understanding with this 
  
Reception 2017 Admissions  
Just to remind you that all applications should be submitted to the City Council NO LATER THAN 4th 
December (this Sunday). 
You can apply for a Reception place online at https://eadmissions.birmingham.gov.uk/prefs.php 
 

You must apply via the city council to be considered for a place at St. Joseph’s even if you have an older 
child here or have completed paperwork in school. If you do not apply to the city council you will not be 
allocated a place in any school.  
 
 

Christmas Trips 
Please make sure that you return your slips as soon as possible, with either full payment or a deposit of £5.00, 
to book your child’s place.  
 

Reception will be visiting Polesworth Abbey on Wednesday 7th December 
 

Y1 and Y2 will be visiting the MAC Theatre to see a production of ‘The Bear’ on 
Monday 12th December. 
 

These have been heavily subsidised by school as we have tried to keep the cost as 
low as possible for you. If you are experiencing difficulty in paying for trips, please come in and see me. 



 
 

School Christmas Carol Concert 
We are having a special end of term Christmas Carol Service on Thursday 22nd December. 
The service will start at 10.30am in St. Joseph’s Church, and will be led by children from 
different classes. The children have been working really hard at learning their carols and 
are looking forward to singing for you. All families are welcome to attend this event. It will 
be a lovely way to start your family Christmas, so please come along and share in this 
special celebration with us.  

 

 

Snow! 
 In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes 
significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: BRMB 
96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of 
‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools 
and you must listen out for ours. 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to 
seeing you there! Father Stephen 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of this Sunday is “preparing the way for the Lord.” 
When you go to church on Sunday, you will hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s Cousin 
Elizabeth. John also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born to Elizabeth whom Mary went to share 
her news with after the angel’s visit. You may remember in that story, Elizabeth tells of her baby, John, 
‘leaping for joy’ in her womb, when Mary told her the news. John, as an adult, was a preacher and 
baptised people, and was the first person to recognise Jesus as the Messiah. John and Jesus would have 
been around the same age, and John was preaching at the time just before Jesus started his public ministry 
of preaching in Jerusalem and Galilee.  
 
Just as once before he “prepared the way” for the coming of Christ, so today he does the same for us. Our 
hearts should be open to his voice, as he calls us to repentance, and asks us to make the way straight for 
the coming of our Lord. The theme of preparing the way for the Lord is very important at this time of year, 

because in celebrating advent, like John the Baptist, we are preparing for the coming of 
Jesus. During advent, we are asked to prepare spiritually for the coming of Jesus, 
through prayer and reflection, and the sacrament of confession. 

 
We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths 
each day at prayer time, through our reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ 
calendar. This is designed to help the children to appreciate the meaning of Advent 

and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks and prayer. 
 

 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Rocco (Year 1), Tesharn (Year 3) and Yohannes & Nadia (Year 4). 
 
 

Attendance — week ending 25th November 2016 
Well done to Year Four who had the best attendance last week with a fantastic 99% 
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  96% Year One 98%  Year Two 91%   Year Three  97% 
Year Four 99%  Year Five 98%  Year Six 95% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 96%.  
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


