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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present, hope for the future. It is 
a fervent wish that every cup may overflow with blessings rich and eternal,  

and that every path may lead to peace.”  
 

- Agnes M. Pharo 
 

 
Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 19th December  Rec, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Performance 1.15pm (for 1.30pm start) 
Tuesday 20th December  Y3 & Y4 Christmas Performance  1.15pm (for 1.30pm start) 
Wednesday 21st December  Y5 & Y6 Christmas Performance  1.15pm (for 1.30pm start) 
Thursday 22nd December * School closes for Christmas holidays 1.00pm 
 

***Please note that school does not finish for Christmas until Thursday 22nd December. This is different to some schools which finish on 16th December*** 
Monday 9th January   School re-opens    8.55am 
 
Reminder - Last Day of Term 
Next THURSDAY 22nd we break up for our Christmas holidays at 1.00pm. Please 
make sure that your child comes into school on that day, as we are expecting a 
special visitor... 
 
It is very important that someone is here to collect your child promptly at 1.00pm, as 
staff will be leaving the site at this time also.  Thank you for your support with this. 
 

End of Term School Mass 
Our final School Mass of the year takes place on Tuesday next week during the fourth week 
of Advent. It starts at 9.30am. We will also be lighting the fourth candle on our Advent 
wreath. You are all very welcome to attend – you do not have to be Catholic to come to 
Mass.  
 

After-school Clubs 
After school clubs have now finished for Christmas. They will start again after the holidays.  
 
Mr Gresty 
Mr Gresty is leaving us today and we would like to wish him every success for the future. 

 
Christmas Performances 
A reminder that our Christmas Performances take place next week 
 

Monday 19th December at 1.15pm (for 1.30pm start) Rec Y1 and Y2– The Hopeless Camel 
Tuesday 20th December at 1.15pm (for 1.30pm start)  Y3 & Y4 -Christmas Round the World 
Wednesday 21st December at 1.15pm (for 1.30pm start) Y5 & Y6 – The Christmas Truce 
 
Please ensure that you arrive at 1.15pm ready for the performances to start at 
1.30pm. We will not be able to admit latecomers after 1.30pm, this is because of 
the way the hall is set up, as entering the hall will involve you walking through the 
stage area. For health and safety reasons, once the performance has begun this will 
not be possible. Please bear this in mind and allow enough time to get to school.  



 

School Christmas Carol Concert 
We are having a special end of term Christmas Carol Service on Thursday 22nd December. 
The service will start at 10.30am in St. Joseph’s Church, and will be led by the children. The 
children have been working really hard at learning their carols and are looking forward to 
singing for you. All families are welcome to attend this event. It will be a lovely way to start 
your family Christmas, so please come along and share in this special celebration with us.  
 

Arrival at School / Latecomers — IMPORTANT NOTICE 
As you will know school starts every day at 8.55am. Children arriving after 9.00am are marked as 
late and currently arrival after 9.30am results in a ‘U’ mark, which is actually an unauthorised 
absence and affects your child’s attendance. After Christmas, this time will be changing to 
9.15am. This means that if your child arrives at school after 9.15am, they will lose their mark for the 
morning.  
 

It is very important that you get your child to school on time. If your child arrives after 9.15am 
twenty times within twelve months (or has twenty sessions/ten days of unauthorised absence), you 
will be registered on the ‘Spotlight’ scheme for poor attendance. This may result in you receiving a 
penalty notice from the City Council’s legal department. It can also result in prosecution and 
conviction.   
 
Snow! 
In the event of heavy snow over the coming weeks or extreme weather which causes 
significant disruption, any school closures will be listed on local radio stations, as follows: BRMB 
96.4, Heart FM 100.7 and Radio WM 95.6. If you do not hear our school name or any mention of 
‘blanket closures’, then school is open!! Remember that there are several St Joseph’s schools 
and you must listen out for ours. 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church can be 
found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. I look forward to 
seeing you there! Father Stephen 

 
Reconciliation Service 
There will be a joint Service of Reconciliation on Monday 19th December at 7.00pm at Sacred Heart Church. 
This is for St. Joseph’s, Sacred Heart and St Vincent’s churches. It will be an important part of your 
preparation for Christmas. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times - Christmas Services at St. Joseph’s 
I would like to invite all families to our Christmas services at St. Joseph’s. It is always a 
pleasure to see so many of you at Mass and you are all most welcome. The family service 
on Christmas Eve is always very special and popular. This starts at 7.00pm.  
 

Christmas Day Mass will be at Sacred Heart Church in Aston at 10.00am. There will also be a 
Christmas Eve Mass at Sacred Heart at 7.30pm.  
 

It is important to remember the true meaning of what we celebrate at this time of year, 
especially for those of us who are Christian or Catholic. The word ‘Christmas’ means ‘the 
birth of Christ’ and that is what should be at the heart of all that we do to celebrate, so it 
would be wonderful to see the church full for our services! I look forward to seeing you over 
Christmas.  
Father Stephen 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and we light the remaining purple candle on 
our wreath, along with the other three. The remaining, centre candle is white and is called 
the Christ Candle.  It is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The central 
location of the Christ Candle reminds us that Jesus is at the heart of Christmas, giving light 
to the world. 
 



 
In the readings this week, we begin to hear about the “Christmas story” itself. For the past weeks we have 
been preparing ourselves to greet Jesus when he comes. Now we prepare to remember how he first came, 
by listening to the prophets who told of his coming, and by hearing of the events before his birth. Today we 
focus on the characters of Mary and Joseph, and hear how Jesus came to be conceived, and the reaction 
of Joseph. If you go to church on Sunday, you will hear in the Gospel that Matthew quotes Isaiah, which is 
the first reading today. Joseph, descendant of King David, is invited to take his place in the great story of 
God’s relationship with the Chosen people.  
 

At this time of year, we often hear the word Emmanuel used as a name for Jesus. Emmanuel means ‘God 
with us’ and is one of the titles often used for Jesus. ‘Emmanuel’ gives us the central meaning of Christmas, 
which is that God is with us and always will be 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Jasper (Rec), Coco & Joshua (Year 3), Pharell (Year 4), Abigail (Year 5) and 
Awet (Year 6)  
 
 
 

Attendance — week ending 9th December 2016 
Well done to Reception who had the best attendance last week with an incredible 100%. Well done 
Reception – this is brilliant! 
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  100% Year One 97%  Year Two 96%   Year Three  99% 
Year Four 96%  Year Five 98%  Year Six 95% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 

School Term Dates 2016 – 2017 
 

Spring Term 2017 Summer Term 2017
Monday 9th January 2017 

to 
Friday 17th February 2017 

 

Monday 24th April 2017
to 

Friday 19th May 2017 
 

HALF TERM HALF TERM
Monday 27th February 2017 

to 
Thursday 13th April 2017 

 

Monday 5th June 2017
to 

Friday 21st July 2017 
 

END OF TERM END OF TERM 
 
Teacher Days     Bank Holidays 
Monday 24th July 2017   Monday 1st May 2017 
Tuesday 25th July 2017 
TBA 

9 
sleeps until 
Christmas! 


