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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

 

“Faith is like a bright ray of sunlight. It enables us to see  
God in all things as well as all things in God.” 

        Saint Francis de Sales 
Dates for your Diary 
Monday 13th March  ‘Behold’ Ministry whole school Retreat Day 
Tuesday 14th March  School Mass       9.30am 
Thursday 16th March  Holy Communion Parents Meeting  3.30pm 
Friday 17th March   St. Patrick’s Non-uniform Day    £1 per child 
 
Monday 20th March  St. Joseph’s Feast Day & Mass   9.30am 
 
w/c 27th March  Love Your Neighbour/ Conservation Week 
 
Tuesday 4th April  Spanish Day for Mothers – Details to follow   
Friday 7th April  Y3 & Y4 Choral Outreach Concert at St. Chad’s Cathedral 
 
Thursday 13th April  Break up for ONE WEEK Easter Holiday 
 
 
Monday 24th April  Return to school     8.55am 
 
Monday 1st May  May Day Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Friday 19th May   Break up for TWO WEEKS half term 
 
 
Monday 5th June  Return to school     8.55am   
 
School Mass 
Our School Mass next week takes place on Tuesday at 9.30am, for the second week of Lent, and 
will be led by Year Three. You are most welcome and encouraged to come along and join us for 
this. It would be wonderful if more parents and carers could attend Mass especially when your 
child’s class is leading the liturgy.  
 
First Holy Communion Meeting 
A reminder that we have a First Holy Communion meeting next week for all families whose 
children are preparing to receive communion this summer. It is very important that you attend this 
meeting on Thursday 16th March at 3.30pm.  
 
‘Charlie’s Challenges’ Type Onesie Day 
Thank you for your fantastic support today with our Onesie Day. We raised £205 which was 
brilliant!! Charlie and his family are very grateful for your kind and generous support.  
You can find out more about Charlie’s year of fundraising by visiting the Charlie’s Challenges 
page on Facebook :  www.facebook.com/charlieschallengesjdrf/ 



 

 
If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
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Swimming 
Swimming is on as normal this week on Monday for Year Four. Please check that your child has 
their correct kit with them. Thank you! 

 
St. Patrick’s ‘Wear Green’ Non-Uniform Day — next Friday 
On Friday next week (17th), we will be having a non-uniform ‘Wear Green day’ to 
celebrate the Feast of St Patrick. The cost of this will be £1 per child, which will go 
towards our Lenten Charities Fundraising. 

 
Mother’s Spanish Day 
Following on from feedback received at previous INSPIRE 
workshops, we have decided to try a new format for our Mother’s 
Day INSPIRE this term. We will be holding an event similar to the 
Father’s Day workshop, with a variety of activities based around 
a Spanish theme. There will be two sessions to choose from either 
morning or afternoon, on Tuesday 4th April. You will receive a 
letter regarding this early next week, so please return your slips as 
soon as possible, as we will be allocating places at either session 
on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 
School Fund 
Thank you to the families who have been paying their school fund each week. It is just 50p per 
family per week. School budgets are very strict about what money can be spent on, and so we 
collect school fund as a way of being able to provide little treats for the children throughout the 
year. This could be in-school theatre productions, jelly and ice-cream on feast days 
or subsidising school trips. It really does make a difference to making school more 
fun for the children. It would be wonderful if parents would send in school fund as 
often as possible. You can either pay it at the office, or send it in an envelope 
labelled ‘School Fund’, with your child’s name and class. Thank you! 
 
Lent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Lent. The theme of this week is one of Transfiguration. The 
word ‘transfiguration’ means ‘a complete change of form or appearance into a more beautiful or 
spiritual state’. In the Gospel on Sunday we hear that Jesus’ face shone bright like the sun and his 
clothes become dazzling white. The prophets Moses and Elijah appeared with 
Jesus, and we again hear the voice of God, as at Jesus’ Baptism, confirming 
that Jesus is his Son. This is a very important event in the lead up to the events of 
Holy Week, as it is a part of Jesus’ spiritual preparation for what is going to 
happen to him.  
 
Therefore, the theme of the readings this week is to show us that through our 
love of God and in following the teachings of Jesus, and sharing in God’s 
promise of salvation, we too can undergo transfiguration, to change our lives 
and be transformed. Lent is a good time to make a positive change in our lives. 
 
At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give 
something up, but to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be 
more patient or to help around the house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the 
‘Walk With Me’ calendars. The calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is 
generally a little thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your 
child to think about the meaning of Lent and Easter. 
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St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church 
can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend 
church. I look forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 

 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Kayleigh (Year 3), Rachael (Year 4) and Rihana (Year 6)  
 
Attendance — week ending 3rd March 2017 
Well done to Year One and Year Six who had the best attendance for last week with a brilliant 
99%! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  98% Year One 99%  Year Two 94%   Year Three  98% 
Year Four 95%  Year Five 95%  Year Six 99% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 

School Term Dates 2016 – 2017 
Please note that our holidays are different from the Birmingham City 
Council dates. Also, this year we only have ONE WEEK holiday at 
Easter, and we will have TWO weeks in May at half-term. 
 
 

Spring Term 2017 Summer Term 2017
Monday 9th January 2017

to 
Friday 17th February 2017 

Monday 24th April 2017
to 

Friday 19th May 2017 
HALF TERM HALF TERM 

Monday 27th February 2017
to 

Thursday 13th April 2017 

Monday 5th June 2017
to 

Friday 21st July 2017 
END OF TERM END OF TERM 

 
Teacher Days     Bank Holidays 
Friday 7th July     Monday 1st May 2017 
Monday 24th July 2017   
Tuesday 25th July 2017 





About CAFOD 

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development 

(CAFOD) is the official aid agency of the 

Catholic Church in England and Wales, and part 

of Caritas International.  

Across the world we bring hope and 

compassion to poor communities, standing side 

by side with them to end poverty and injustice. 

Because we work through the local Church, we 

can reach people and places that others can’t.  

 

How does this role help? 

From an early age, children and young people 

have a keen sense of justice. School volunteers 

inform and inspire them, helping them to turn 

their passion for justice into real action. With 

school volunteers’ input, they learn to care for 

their global sisters and brothers, both now and 

as they grow up. 

What will I be doing? 

 Visiting schools to deliver assemblies and 

interactive classroom sessions. Which age 

groups you visit will be agreed locally. 

 Building positive relationships with an agreed 

number of schools, encouraging them to 

book further visits and to act with CAFOD for 

a fairer world. 

 Preparing for visits using materials such as 

PowerPoint presentations, posters and 

activity ideas provided by CAFOD. 

 Completing a short feedback form after 

every visit, to keep the local CAFOD team up 

to date with your contact with schools. 

“I love being with young 

children who are so willing 

to learn and to participate. I 

feel I am planting a seed.”   

CAFOD Volunteer 

What skills do I need? 

 An ability to communicate well with children 

and young people in large assembly settings 

and smaller class groups. 

 An ability to use technology to deliver 

presentations (digital projector, laptop, 

PowerPoint) or be willing to learn. 

 Be comfortable using email to communicate 

and accessing a website to find materials 

and information. 

How much time will I need? 

 On average, you will make about one visit  a 

month (about four hours including 

preparation and travel), but our programme 

is busiest around the times of CAFOD Fast 

Days—late Sept/early Oct and during Lent.  

 You should be prepared to travel to local 

schools during school hours.  

Inform and inspire children 

and young people, helping 

them to turn their passion 

for justice into real action 

Role profile—School Volunteer 

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, 

and part of Caritas International. Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398. 



What support will I receive? 

 An Understanding CAFOD induction course. 

 Two days’ initial training looking at 

communicating with children and young 

people and introducing CAFOD’s resources. 

 The opportunity to shadow existing 

volunteers. 

 Ongoing support from your CAFOD team. 

 A CAFOD email address for you to use when 

contacting schools. 

 Refresher training days 2-3 times a year, a 

chance to see new resources and meet other 

volunteers. 

 A dedicated website with resources for you 

to use in schools. 

 Travel and other reasonable expenses paid. 

“We loved educating other 

students about CAFOD and 

raising money, we were 

doing something really 

worthwhile”  CAFOD Volunteer 

What else do I need to know? 

As part of CAFOD’s child protection policy, 

school volunteering is dependent on you getting 

DBS clearance. We will help you with the 

process and checks are free of charge. A 

briefing on CAFOD’s child protection policy is 

included in the initial training for School 

Volunteers. 

For more information about school 
volunteering please contact: 

What are the benefits to me? 

 The work is satisfying and enjoyable. You will 

see children and young people learning 

about the wider world and their place in it. 

 You will receive a warm welcome from staff 

and students alike who appreciate CAFOD 

visits. 

 You will develop your communication and 

presentation skills. 

 You will gain experience of working in a 

school setting. 

 You will get to know other local School 

Volunteers who share similar values. 

 Through CAFOD you will be part of a global 

movement building a fairer world for all. 

Be part of a global 

movement building a fairer 

world for all 

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) is the 

official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, 

Role profile—School volunteer 

CAFOD Birmingham Volunteer Centre 

23 Glebe Street, Walsall, West Midlands WS1 

3NX  

Tel:  01922 722 944 

Email:  birmingham@cafod.org.uk  

Website: www.cafod.org.uk                  


