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On Easter Sunday there will be a Mass at  

St. Joseph’s Church at 12.00pm 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

 

“Accept the risen Jesus into your life. Even if you have been far away,  
take a small step towards Him. He awaits you with open arms.” 

Pope Francis 

Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 13th April Break up for ONE WEEK Easter Holiday  1.00pm 
Thursday 13th April  Maundy Thursday - Mass at Sacred Heart Church - 7.30pm 
Friday 14th April   Good Friday – Service at Sacred Heart Church - 3.00pm 
Saturday 15th April  Holy Saturday Vigil - Mass at Sacred Heart Church - 8.30pm 
 

Sunday 16th April Easter Sunday Mass at St. Joseph’s Church  - 12pm 
 

 
Monday 24th April  Return to school      8.55am 
 
w/b Monday 8th May Y6 SATs examinations start 
w/b Monday 15th May Y2 SATs Tests start 
 
Monday 1st May  May Day Bank Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Friday 19th May   Break up for TWO WEEKS half term 
 
Monday 5th June  Return to school      8.55am   
 

END OF TERM 
A reminder that we break up for ONE WEEK tomorrow. School will 
be finishing at 1.00pm, so please ensure that you are here promptly 
to collect your children.  
 

We return to school on Monday 24th April at 8.55am  
 
School Mass  
Our first School Mass of next term takes place on Wednesday 26th April at 9.30am. You are most 
welcome and encouraged to come along and join us for this. It would be wonderful if more 
parents and carers could attend Mass especially when your child’s class is leading the liturgy.  
 
Sponsored Bounce 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our sponsored bounce so brilliantly. The 
children (and staff!) had a fantastic time bouncing!!! So far we have raised £711!!! 
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Fr. Hudson’s Boxes 
If you have any more Father Hudson’s boxes at home to return, these can be brought in after the 
holiday.  
 
School Meals 
The cost of school meals will be going up after Easter by 10p per day, bringing the weekly 
cost to £11.25. This is a decision made by the City Council, who provide our school meals. 
 
Holy Week/Easter 
Today is Holy Thursday, which marks the second special day in Holy Week, the most important week in the 
Church year. Holy Week is the week leading up to Jesus’ death, and resurrection on Easter Day. There are 
five special days in Holy Week on which Christians go to church; Palm Sunday, Holy (or Maundy) Thursday, 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. These days remember special events in the Easter story.  
 

Holy Thursday is the day on which Jesus shared the Last Supper 
with his disciples. It was the Jewish feast of Passover, and Jesus broke 
bread and shared wine with the disciples. This is an important event 
for the church, as it was the first celebration of the Mass, where Jesus 
told the disciples (and us) ‘Do this in memory of me’.  Jesus told the 
disciples that when they did, the bread would become his body and 
the wine would become his blood; the sacrifice which he was going 
to make. Jesus also washed the disciples’ feet, to show them that he 
was the ‘servant of mankind’. If you go to Mass tonight, you will see 
Father Stephen washing the feet of people in the congregation to 

remember this act. Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray on Holy Thursday, and it was here that 
Judas (one of the disciples) betrayed Jesus by bringing the soldiers to arrest him. At the Maundy Thursday 
Mass, the Eucharist (communion) is taken from the altar and taken to a side chapel. Everything is removed 
from the altar in preparation for Good Friday, which is a day of mourning in the church. People sometimes 
stay after the service to pray, as Jesus asked the disciples to pray with him in the garden. Mass is at 7.30pm 
this evening in Sacred Heart Church 
 

Good Friday was the day on which Jesus was crucified. Good Friday is a 
day of mourning in church, and traditionally, people choose to fast or not eat 
certain food and drink. This is where the tradition of ‘Hot Cross Buns’ came 
from, as people would eat these on Good Friday as a simple alternative to 
other foods, the cross on the bun representing the cross on which Jesus died. 
We do not have Mass on Good Friday, but we go to a solemn, simple service, 
which is traditionally held at 3.00pm. This is the time that Jesus is believed to 
have died. If you go to church on this day, you will see Father Stephen 
holding the cross for people to kiss. This is called ‘veneration’, which means to 
worship, and it is done as a symbol of adoration and honour for Jesus and 
what he did for us. On Good Friday, Jesus was questioned by the Jews after 

his arrest, who believed that Jesus was a troublemaker and a sinner, as he claimed to be the Son of God. 
They wanted Jesus to be punished, but were not allowed to do it themselves, so they handed him over to 
the Romans, with a charge of treason. Despite giving the crowd many opportunities to free Jesus, Pilate, 
who was the Governor of Rome, eventually gave in and sent Jesus to be flogged and crucified. The 
Gospels tell us that Jesus was mocked and given a purple robe to wear (the colour of Kings and royalty) 
and a crown of thorns. This is because they said that Jesus claimed to be the King of the Jews. Jesus carried 
his own cross to the place where he was crucified, known as ‘Golgotha’ or ‘the place of the skull’. After 
Jesus died and was taken from the cross, he was placed into the tomb. The Good Friday service takes 
place at 3.00pm in Sacred Heart Church 
 

On Holy Saturday, we celebrate the ‘Easter Vigil’. This is the first Mass of Easter. The word vigil means to 
keep watch and wait, as we are awaiting the resurrection of Jesus, the light of the world. The resurrection 
was a miracle, a triumph of good over evil, light over darkness. Jesus died to save us from sin. When he rose 
again, which we celebrate on Easter Sunday, he brought new light and hope into the world, showing us 
that we can be forgiven and free from sin (darkness). At the Easter Vigil Mass, Fr. Stephen lights a special fire. 
He blesses the fire and lights the new Paschal Candle from it.  The Paschal Candle represents Christ as the 
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light of the world, conquering the darkness of sin. It is lit every week throughout the 
season of Easter, up until Pentecost Sunday. It is also lit at special times throughout 
the year, such as funerals and baptisms. If you go to Mass on this day, you will also 
see the veils being removed from the statues and crucifixes in the church, and the 
Eucharist being brought back to the altar. You will also notice that we use the 
‘Alleluia’ again, which you will remember that we buried at the beginning of Lent. 
This is a time of great joy and celebration, and is the most important day in the year 
of the church. The Easter Vigil Mass takes place at 8.30pm at Sacred Heart Church.  
 
On Easter Sunday there will be a Mass at St. Joseph’s Church at 
12.00pm 
 
I know that Father Stephen is looking forward to seeing you all at church over Easter. 
 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church 
can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend 
church. I look forward to seeing you there! Father Stephen 

 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Yobiel & Daniel (Year 1), Leanna & Hermela 
(Year 3) and Chrw (Year 4) 
 
Attendance — week ending 7th April 2017 
Well done to Year Two and Year Four who had the best attendance for last week with an 
amazing 99%! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Rec  96% Year One 98%  Year Two 99%   Year Three  98% 
Year Four 99%  Year Five 96%  Year Six 97% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 97%.  
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 
 
 


