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Dear Parents and Carers… 
 

“In the fading of the summer sun, the shortening of days,  
cooling breeze, swallows' flight and moonlight rays,  

we see the Creator’s hand. 
In the browning of leaves once green, morning mists,  

autumn chill, fruit that falls and winter's first kiss,  
we see the Creator’s hand.” 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Monday 2nd October   Y3 Curriculum Workshop    2.00pm 
Monday 2nd October  Y5 visit to Mary Arden’s farm, Stratford   
Tuesday 3rd October  Y6 Curriculum Workshop    2.00pm 
Wednesday 4th October  School Mass – led by Y4    9.30am 
Wednesday 4th October  Reception Welcome Service   2.00pm 
Thursday 5th October  Gift – A New Life in the Spirit Course  1- 3pm 
 
Friday 6th October   School Closed – Teacher Training Day 
 
Tuesday 10th October  Y3/Y4/Y5 visit to Mary Arden’s farm, Stratford 
Thursday 12th October  Y3 to St Chad’s School    tbc 
 
Wednesday 18th October  Parents’ Evening     2.30pm – 6.00pm 
      (school finishes at 2.15pm) 
 
Friday 20th October   School closes for half-term    3.15pm 
 
Monday 30th October  Return to school     8.55am 
Wednesday 1st November  All Saints Dress Up Day 
Thursday 9th November  Y5/Y6 visit to Whittington Barracks 
 

SCHOOL CLOSED - NEXT FRIDAY 6TH OCTOBER 
Just a reminder that school will be closed next Friday for a teacher training 
day. School resumes as normal on Monday 9th at 8.55am.  
 
School Mass 
Every week we celebrate Mass for the whole school and we are very pleased to welcome 
governors, parishioners and parents. It is a wonderful way for parents and carers to be more 
involved with school life. Mass next week will be on Wednesday at 9.30am and will be led by Year 
Three.  
 
School Office 
Please note that the school office opening times are now 8.30am – 4.30pm 
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Flu Nasal Spray Vaccine 
Children in Reception, Year One, Year Two, Year Three and Year Four will have received a 
consent form today for the nasal flu vaccine, which will be given in school during this term. It is 
given in the form of a nose spray and does not involve any injection, and is offered to all children 
in school from Reception to Year Four. Please read the information carefully and return the form to 
school as soon as possible. It is important that you return the form even if you do not wish your 
child to have the vaccine; the NHS requires a completed form for every child in school.  
  
Parents Workshops 
Thank you to all of the parents and carers who attended our National Curriculum workshops this 
week. We had a good turn-out and lots of parents commented on how useful the workshop was 
to them. We will hold further workshops in the future on different areas of learning, so please keep 
an eye out for announcements in the newsletter. There are still two more workshops to take place 
next week: 
 

Monday 2nd October  2.00pm  Y3 Workshop  
Tuesday 3rd October  2.00pm  Y6 Workshop 

 
Parents’ Evening 
Parents’ Evening will take place this half term on Wednesday 18th October. Times will run between 

2.30pm and 6.00pm. School will finish at 2.15pm on that day, and it is very important 
that your children are collected promptly at this time, as staff will be going into 

parental appointments straight after the children have gone. You will receive a 
letter next week to book your appointment slot. Please ensure that you return 
the slip as soon as possible in order to get an appointment in your preferred time 
slot. Times are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 

Reception Welcome Service — next Wednesday 4th October 
We will be holding a special service next Wednesday at 2.00pm to welcome all 
of our new Reception children and their parents and carers. It would be lovely if 
all Reception parents or carers could come, as the children will be taking part in 
this service too. Please come along to this first special event for your child. We 
are looking forward to seeing you.  
 
Birthdays/Birthday Cakes 
It is always lovely to share the celebration of children’s birthdays in school and enjoy their special 
day with them. Many parents have been sending in cakes recently, however unfortunately due to 
the number of allergies that we have in school, it is becoming increasingly difficult to distribute 
cakes amongst children. Therefore I would ask that if you would like to send in anything for your 
child to share with their friends, please could it be portioned and individually wrapped, so that it 
can be sent home with the children. That way the child’s parent or carer can see whether it is 
something that their child is able to eat. Thank you for your understanding with this.  
 
GIFT — A New Life in the Spirit  
If you would still like to come along, you can just us next Thursday 5th for the 
third session. It is a course for adults and enables people wherever they may 
be to gain a deeper understanding of their faith. There are six sessions which 
are relaxed, personal and informative and they will run each Thursday. They 
will finish at 3.00pm in time to take children home from school.   
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Prayer Bear 
Our Prayer Bear has now arrived back in school after spending his summer on 
holiday at One Stop Shopping Centre as part of the Big Sleuth Bear Trail.  He is on 
display in our entrance hall and is very happy to back with all of his friends at St. 
Joseph’s.  
 
Reception 2018 Open Day 
We are holding an Open Day on Thursday 9th November 2017 for those 
parents/carers whose children are due to start school in September 2018. If you 
have a child that was born between 01-09-2013 and 31-08-2014, please come 
along. There will be the opportunity to look around the school between 9.30am 

and 11.00 am and also between 1.30pm and 3.00pm. All prospective parents are welcome to 
attend. If you know anyone who has children in Nursery and is considering sending their child to St. 
Joseph’s, please send them along too! We will be proud to show you around our school. 
 
Secondary Transfer 2018 
All children in Year 6 should have received a letter before the holiday with details on how to apply 
for a secondary school place for September 2018. Your Secondary Transfer preferences for school 
places must be submitted to the City council by Tuesday 31st October 2017. Please ensure that 
you have applied for places by then, as late applications are less likely to get the school of their 
choice. You can apply online at www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions  
 
SVP Mass — St Chad’s Cathedral 
A huge well done to the school choir members that represented St. Joseph’s at St Chad’s 
Cathedral for the SVP Mass last Saturday. The children gave up their own time and sang and 
behaved beautifully, and were a credit to the school and their families. Many people at the 
Cathedral commented on how well the children sang, and we were very proud of them. Well 
done!!  
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass at St. Joseph’s is on Saturday evening at 6.00pm. St. Joseph’s Church 
can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside TSB Bank), and the telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend 
church. I look forward to seeing you there! 
Father Stephen 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Natalia and Eldaah (Year 6). 
  
Attendance — week ending 22nd September 2017 
Well done to Year Two and Year Five for achieving the best attendance last week with an 
amazing 100%! The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 
Reception 97% Year One 96%  Year Two 100%    
Year Three  99% Year Four 97%  Year Five 100%   
Year Six 97% 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 98%.  
 
Many thanks, 
A. Treadwell 
Head Teacher 


