
  

 

 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

We are about to enter the fifth week of lockdown and our separation form the sacraments of the Church. 

However, God is all powerful and merciful, and we can still grow in greater and greater love for him and for 

our neighbours. He can work in mysterious ways and, of course sees things from an infinite and eternal 

perspective. Perhaps the lockdown is enabling you to understand yourself better, especially if tensions build 

up. 
 

This Sunday is the octave day of Easter. You remember that God created the world in 6 days and rested on 

the Sabbath. The Sabbath is the day of blessing; God delights in what he has made and we share in that 

delight. However the first day of the new creation in Christ is Easter Day, the first day of the week. This 

Sunday is the 8th day which symbolises eternity and the eternal blessings which God pours out on those who 

believe. It is often called Low Sunday, and more recently, by Pope John Paul II, it has been made Divine Mercy 

Sunday in fulfilment of the private revelation that Jesus gave to St. Faustina. Pope Francis has also made the 

mercy of God a central plank of his ministry. We need to grow in virtue, helped by the graces God gives us, 

and we shall be judged on our deeds, but we also need to come before God on that day of judgement offering 

the Body, Soul and Divinity of the Lord. This what we do at the Mass, so this year I think that the Divine 

Mercy Devotions take on a particular poignancy. I expect you are all familiar with them. You can find them 

on line together with much else at https://www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk/copy-of-prayers-during-a-

time-of-fl-1 

 

Try to follow the weekday Masses online or at least to read the readings. As Eastertide progresses, we move 

on from the initial overpowering joy of meeting the risen Christ to a more steady and hopeful and 

eucharistically rooted faith with our hearts, that is our memory, intellect and will, set of the central paschal 

mystery of our most holy religion. 

 

One of the things I like to listen to during this time is Canon Mervyn Tower’s talks and the psalms. Each day 

at 5 pm he gives a talk at the start of adoration in his Church, Corpus Christi, Headington. The psalms form 

the heart of Christian prayer and are the very prayers Our Lord prayed when he was on earth and it is good 

to open our ears with understanding to these prayers and to pray them ourselves. 

https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/oxford 

 

With my continued prayers for you all 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr. Stephen 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
182 Thimblemill Lane, Nechells, Birmingham B7 5HT 

Telephone 0121 327 0235 
 

Safeguarding Representatives - Rodah Nyakudya 07882638922 
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Please remember in your prayers those who are sick in our 

Parish, especially… 

Bethany Kerr, Rose McLoughlin, Shirley Davis, Diane Donaghue, 
Violet, Frank Lowry and Alex McClure 
 

 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous 
devotional broadcast with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 
 
 
CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops 
website https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-
19-information-for-the-public 
 
 
BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who 
wishes to become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception 
of what that means, please contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 
 
 
DAILY EXPOSITION and the English Prayer Time are suspended during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. To check on any further details phone Sr. Meena on 07957 
342742.  
 
 
MARRIAGE MATTERS (www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk) Second Sunday of Easter (Acts 2:42-

47 1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31) Togetherness 
 
Our ‘togetherness’ in what we do and say is a ‘sign’ of our love and a source of 
joy for us. Sometimes, like Thomas, we can be stubborn, with an attitude of ‘I’ll 
believe it when I see it’ creating a sense of separation and distance. But together 
we have the power to stop, reflect, be forgiven, and begin again.  


