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EASTER 3                                                                                                             26th April 2020 
Dear Parishioners, 

I hope you are all keeping well and functioning as best as possible under these circumstances with 
all the uncertainties ahead of us. 
This Sunday we hear that lovely Gospel of the journey to Emmaus. It contains a lot of eucharistic 
teaching. We see two disciples of Jesus (Our hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel 
free) going away from the Holy city (I will strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered). All 
their hopes were shattered. None of their prayers had been answered. They had been let down by 
God. Then Jesus comes and walks with them, though they don’t recognise him. Jesus feigns 
ignorance and gets them to explain what has happened and how they are feeling. He then starts 
to open the scriptures to them showing how Jesus has fulfilled the scriptures particularly in his 
passion and death. They become intrigued and invite him to come in and stay with them. Then as 
Jesus breaks the bread, their eyes are opened and they recognise him and as they recognise him 
so he vanishes from their sight. But this vanishing isn’t a disappointment. They now have the living 
Christ in them and are filled with hope and joy (Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked with 
us on the way?). 
In our lives we often experience disappointment, God seems far away, he doesn’t answer our 
prayers, life is difficult. We find ourselves being filled with doubts and moving away from the “Holy 
City”. So it is after a difficult week we come to Mass on the Lord’s Day, the first day of the week. 
We hear the scriptures read and begin to see afresh that Jesus is the one foretold, he is the one 
sent by God, and in the “breaking of bread”, the eucharistic prayer and the transubstantiation of 
these elements into the Body and Blood of Christ, hope is restored to us, joy wells up again in our 
hearts, life is worth living. So we leave church with a new lightness in our step and the ability to 
function well in the coming week. Objectively our circumstances are the same, but our problems 
somehow are no longer problems. So often we hear people saying without any great 
understanding of the faith, that they feel better for having been at the Mass. Of course, the 
Christian life is not about feelings and later those feelings may change as Our Lord brings us to a 
greater trust in him. What is important is the reality that we are indeed dearly beloved sons or 
daughters of God and that we can always trust our Heavenly Father. 
In this time of distancing, may our hearts grow fonder of Jesus in the eucharist, looking forward to 
that time when we can gather again at the altar and offer the sacrifice again with pure hearts. 
God bless you all 
Fr. Stephen Pimlott 
 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 
with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, Peter McKernan, William Parish, Julie Gallagher, Anne 
Robinson, Maura Greene, Jimmy Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Michael 
O’Connor, Andy Walsh, Michael Brennan, Alex McClure. 

CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  



 

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 
become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 
contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

DAILY EXPOSITION and the English Prayer Time are suspended during the Corona virus 
pandemic. To check on any further details phone Sr. Meena on 0795 7342742.  

MARRIAGE MATTERS (www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk)   Third Sunday of Easter  (Acts 2:14, 22-28    
1 Peter 1:17-21   Luke 24:13-35) How well do we listen to each other?  
As Jesus walked to Emmaus, he listened carefully to His disciples and experienced their grief.  An 
important part of our relationship is listening.  We may disagree with our spouse’s thoughts and 
judgments but they are part of who this person is.  We need to experience him/her and convey the 
joy of discovering the person he/she is.  
 


