
                    Parish of the Sacred Heart and Saint Margaret Mary, Aston 
                                        Parish of St. Joseph’s Nechells 
                                        Parish Priest: Fr. Stephen Pimlott 

Telephone (0121) 327 0235 
sacredheartaston@hotmail.com 

website www.sacredheartaston.com  
Safeguarding Representatives: 

Sacred Heart – Teresa O’Gorman 07585907706 & Sheila McKernan 0121 344 3028 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham - Registered Charity No. 234216 

 

ADVENT II                                                                                                        6th December 2020 

Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Saturday St. Birinus 
Vigil of Advent II 

11.00 am  
6.00 pm 

John Green 
People of Parish 

Sunday  10.00 am  Julie Gallagher 

Monday St Ambrose    

Tuesday Solemnity of 
the Immaculate 
Conception of our Lady 

10.00 am   

Wednesday    

Thursday     

Friday 
Day of abstinence 

 12 Noon  

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Day Aston Nechells Intention 

Christmas Eve 
Vigil Mass of Christmas 

 
7.30 pm 

 
7.30 pm 

 
 

Christmas Day 10.00 am  Peter McKernan 

Saturday St. Stephen’s 
Day 

11.00 am  
6.00 pm 

Annie Rooney & Tess Kehoe 
People of Parish 

Sunday Holy Family 10.00 am  People of Parish 

Fr. Stephen is now completely out of Mass intentions. 

Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend our public Masses start up again as they were before the recent lockdown. We still 
cannot sing and have to wear masks and sanitise our hands and keep to our households or 
bubbles. Otherwise we must be at least one metre apart. We shall also have a public Mass 
downstairs at Sacred Heart Church at 10 am on Tuesday which is the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of our Lady. We are also going to try having a Mass at St. Joseph’s at 
noon on Friday. It has to be in the Church and will be very cold, probably worse for the priest. We 
shall see how it goes. 

I hope you managed to get a copy of “Walk with me”. They have been and still are on my doorstep 
to pick up from there and you can get it at the public Masses in Church this weekend. There is 
also the latest edition of the Sower, the diocesan magazine, which is free. It is beautifully produced 
and gives many encouraging stories of what is going on in the diocese.  

This Sunday is the second of Advent and we hear the beginning of St. Mark’s Gospel with the 
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan. The children of Israel after 40 years wandering through the desert 
finally entered the promised land under the leadership of Joshua (in Greek Jesus) by a miraculous 
crossing of the river Jordan. St. John Baptist baptises in the Jordan to prepare people to journey 
from slavery to sin into the freedom of the Kingdom of God under the leadership of Jesus. He calls 
them to repent and be purified. Jews were familiar with such practices. To repent means to have a 
change of mind, to have a new way of thinking, a way of thinking rooted in the Kingdom of God 
and not in worldly things. John Baptist also talks of making a straight path for the Lord. This is 
something we need to do in Advent, to remove the blockages. Some of these will be like getting 
angry, losing our temper, becoming arrogant, self-opinionated or presumptuous. Others will be 
taking on mindsets of the world – relativism, materialistic philosophies, success etc. We need a 
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change of mindset. We call this repentance and conversion. When we do that we welcome Jesus 
with all our hearts, we take on board all Christian teaching, we no longer have reservations. It 
doesn’t mean that we instantly understand and know everything, but we have a thirst to know the 
scriptures, to love the Mass and prayer, to study the Catechism, a thirst to know more and to see 
how the whole Catholic religion fits together and to really live the Christian life. 

It may not be so easy this year to make your confession before Christmas. I shall be available in 
the Sacristy before Mass on Saturday & Sunday for a while, but perhaps better to phone and 
make an appointment to come and see me. However if you can’t do that, then make an inward 
confession and conversion of your soul and then a “perfect act of contrition.” Resolve to come to 
the sacrament of reconciliation as soon as you are able. 

Finally we are in great need for more helpers in running Sacred Heart Church, especially 
following the death of Julie who did so much for us. Could you help with any of the following, 
Sacristy laundry, Sacristan, Church cleaning, counting the collection, helping at funerals or being a 
steward during present restrictions? I would be pleased to hear from you. 

God bless you all 

Fr Stephen Pimlott 

THIS SUNDAY SECOND COLLECTION for Poor Parishes 
NEXT SUNDAY SECOND COLLECTION for the Holy Places 

APF BOXES Please will you return your full Missio Red Boxes asap now. Bring them to Church 
when it opens. 

Bible Study Group continues to meet on Skype on Mondays at 7.00 p.m. If you would like to join 
it, please contact Shirleyni on 07562754382. All are welcome. 

Colin Bloom, the Faith Engagement Adviser at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government, has been asked to lead a review into how best the government should 
engage with faith groups in England. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-
evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
The review is made up of 4 sections: 

 Are faith groups, places of worship and people of faith a force for good in society? 

 The extent which the government and its agencies has sufficient faith literacy and considers 

the partnership between faith groups and the State 

 Looks at some aspects where harm might be caused through religious and faith-based 

practices and a review in the government’s role in tackling them 

 Set of recommendations for the government to consider and respond to 

 They have asked for sources, reports, case studies, surveys as well as personal anecdotes to 
underpin any points made. 

Catholic are being encouraged to engage with is so that Catholics may have a prominent voice.  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EGg0v32c3kOociSi7zmVqLAvxFsmpeJA
uen06HIiI0VUNk0zOUg1TUdBSzk0NE8wWlVWTEZEMUZCUS4u  

Here is an Advent talk by Fr. Andrew Robinson who is on the staff at Oscott College. 
Second Sunday of Advent – 6th December - YouTube  

Please Pray for the sick; Mary Levell, William Parish, Anne Robinson, Maura Greene, Jimmy 
Armstrong, Pat Davis, Bernadette Harnett, Lisa Brean, Michael Brennan, Alex McClure, Phil 
Robinson, Mona Recci. 

BECOMING A CATHOLIC If you wish to become a Catholic, or know someone who wishes to 

become a Catholic, or perhaps are a Catholic but have little perception of what that means, please 

contact Fr. Stephen by phone, email or in person. 

MARRIAGE MATTERS www.twoinoneflesh.org.uk                    Second Sunday of Advent  
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(Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-4 2 Peter 3:8-14 Mark 1:1-8)      Let us be a sign for all 
A voice cries “Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord”. Sometimes life can seem to be a 
wilderness as we look ahead. If we try to live today to the best of our abilities, removing those 
attitudes and behaviours that prevent us from being better husbands and wives, then we can 
become a clearer ‘signpost’ for everyone. 

MARY’S MEALS We have incredible news! From today until 31 January 2021, public donations 
made to our Double The Love appeal will be doubled by the UK government, up to £2 million.   

HOUSING JUSTICE CHRISTMAS APPEAL To be homeless is one of the worst things that can 
happen to us. To support this appeal do to https://www.housingjustice.org.uk/give  All donations 
will be doubled (up to £25,000) 

EWTN is broadcasting what it calls EWTN essentials which is a continuous devotional broadcast 
with the Mass every 2 hours. Get it on the free EWTN app. 

ON-LINE RETREATS FROM BELMONT ABBEY There are some interesting options here. God to 
https://www.belmontabbey.org.uk/online-retreats/register for more information and to register. 

CORONAVIRUS For the Church’s guidelines see the Conference of Bishops website 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk or go to gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

USEFUL WEBSITES  https://www.mcnmedia.tv  

https://www.wordonfire.org  

https://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/  

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/  

https://www.ewtn.com/radio/shows/called-to-communion  

https://www.catholic.com/  

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/  

https://magiscenter.com/  
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