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Dear Parents, 
 

On behalf of myself and all of the staff, I would like to welcome you back for the Spring term. It 
has been wonderful to see the children returning, so many of who are so smartly dressed in their 
uniforms. Father Gerry has written a short note to you about my Acting Headship; 
 
“As Chair of Governors, I would like to welcome Mr. Gubbins to our school. Mr Gubbins will be 
Acting Head for this coming term. We thank him for coming and we thank the Governors of The 
Rosary School in Saltley for releasing him to us. To all parents and children, I wish you all a happy 
and blessed new year; 
 

‘May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.’ 
(from the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – Numbers 6: 22-26) 

 
I have received an anonymous letter from a parent concerning issues about her children in the 
school. I will not be able to deal with any issues until I know the names and classes of the children,. 
I will not be able to reply to the letter until I know the names of their parents and the address. I 
am only able to deal with issues raised by parents if they give me this information and it is 
important to date any letter that is sent. I hope that the parent who has written to me 
anonymously will supply the above information and I will then be able to deal with the issues raised. 
You can contact me at the address below: 
 

Rev. Gerry McArdle - Chair of Governors 
St. Joseph’s Presbytery, 

182 Thimblemill Lane, 
Nechells, 

Birmingham. B7 5HT 
Telephone: 0121 327 0235 

 

Thank you.” 
 
Masses and Services 
As you are aware, school Masses take place every second Wednesday. Our school 
celebrations are a wonderful opportunity to strengthen and develop the home-
school-parish partnership, and as such I would strongly encourage you to come along 
to Masses, services and assemblies that go on in school. The children put a lot of 
effort into preparing for these events and it is very encouraging for them to see 
that their effort is supported. The next school Mass takes place on Thursday 2nd  
February at 9.15am to celebrate the Feast of the Presentation. Details of future 
celebrations will appear in the newsletter as soon as they are available.  
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Topics for the Term 
With your newsletter today, you will receive a sheet detailing the 
yearly topics that your child will be studying. This half term is 
‘Spring 1’ and it would be very helpful if you could spend time 
discussing the topics for this term with your child. Any support 
you can give your child at home with their studies has a 
tremendous effect on their learning in school and helps to develop 
the home-school partnership. Please note that Y6 children will be 
spending the majority of this term preparing for their SAT’s, 
which you will receive further information on later in the term. If 
you require any further information, your child’s class teacher will 
be very happy to help you. 
 
INSET Days 
School will be closed to all pupils on Monday 30th January and Monday 20th February for staff 
training days.  
Further dates and events for this term will be updated next week.  
 
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club will resume on Monday 16th January for all children who attended last term. If 
there are any parents who would like to volunteer to help us with this, please contact Miss Russell. 
Thank you. 
 
Website of the Week 
Our school website, at www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk has been selected as the Birmingham City Council’s 
website of the week for the week commencing 9th January 2006. You can see this at www.bgfl.org   
 
 

Golden Book and House points will resume next week 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Sarah-Louise Thompson (Y1), Georgia Bryan (Y2) and 
Christopher McGlynn (Y6). 
 
 
 

If you wish to discuss any concerns or issues, please do not hesitate to contact the school office to 
make an appointment to see me. I look forward to working with you over the next term. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
 
Mr J. Gubbins 
Acting Head Teacher 


