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Dear Parents, 
 
This letter includes details a reminder of the children’s Lenten promises and details of a victory for our Boys’ 
football team, as well as some items of general information. Please take the time to read it through. 
 
Lent 
Lent began in the best possible way on Wednesday with Mass led by Father Gerry. It was wonderful to see so 
many parishioners joining us for this very important occasion. As indicated in last week’s newsletter, we very 
much hope that as a sacrifice for Lent, children will do extra things at home (e.g. tidying up, washing up) 
rather than some of the more traditional ideas such as giving up sweets. Your chid will have received a ‘Walk 
With me’ calendar for Lent this week. Please take the time each day to look at this with your child and 
encourage them to follow it everyday. 
  
We will be having Mufti days every Friday during Lent to raise funds for our charities. Our next Mufti day 
takes place next Friday, and your child should wear something purple, to represent the colour of Lent. It does 
not necessarily have to be an item of clothing, maybe a headband, belt or even a stripe in a t-shirt. 
 

! Friday 10th March – wear something purple 
! Friday 17th March – wear something green for St. Patrick’s Day 
! Friday 24th March – wear something purple 
! Friday 31st March – wear something purple 
! Friday 7th April– wear something purple 

The cost of this will be 50p per child, per Mufti day. 
 
P.T.A. 
The next meeting of the P.T.A. will take place on Tuesday 7th March at 2.30pm in school. All parents who have 
already volunteered to take part should attend this meeting. 
 

Football Clubs 
On Tuesday, despite the hail and snow showers, the boys’ football team won their 
first match, against The Rosary Catholic School, with a score of 12 – 2! 
Congratulations to all the team, who have worked hard to prepare for their match. 
We look forward to our next match, details of which will follow shortly.  

 
Reading Scheme 
As you are obviously aware, developing children’s reading and literacy skills is a fundamental area of our work. 
Since arriving at the school in January, it was abundantly clear that we needed to further develop reading 
resources at St. Joseph’s. Following the hard work of all staff, in particular Mrs Hines, our Literacy post-
holder, and Miss Russell, one of our teaching assistants, we have purchased £8000 worth of reading books 
and resources from the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme. We have received sponsorship from the following 
companies, to whom we are extremely grateful: 

• Land Rover 
• Education Action Zone 
• KPMG 

 
Once the reading scheme has been set up and properly established, you will receive further details of how it 
will work between school and home. We hope that you will be supportive of this new initiative. 
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‘Don’t Choke Us!’ 
As part of a new initiative established by the Local Authority, we will shortly be 
receiving signs to display outside the school, which will request that you turn off your 
engines whilst parked outside the school. This is aimed at reducing pollution and 
improving the school environment for your children. Also, may I take this opportunity to 
remind you that parking on zigzag lines is an offence which carries a fine and possibly 
penalty points on your driving licence. More importantly, it also puts your children in 
danger. Please do not park on areas that are prohibited, for your safety and for the 
safety of your children. 
 
Curriculum 
A recent visit from a Local Authority consultant indicated that pleasing progress is being made in a number 
of areas. However, we still have a considerable way to go to ensure that we move up the league tables at the 
end of the summer term. I will keep you up to date with new curriculum initiatives as they are put in place at 
school.  
 
Building Development 
The Governors have asked me to inform you that Phase 1 of our Building Development project will shortly be 
taking place. This will include: 

• New security fencing 
• New security doors for the school entrance 
• Some work towards developing the school office area 

The main scheme, which is to develop and extend the school office and administration area will take place 
later in the year. Further details will be given as we get them. 
 
Cyber Junction 
With your newsletter today, you will receive a leaflet about ‘Cyber junction’, a local community service 
offering ICT training free of charge. Please take time to look at this leaflet and see how Cyber Junction can 
help you. 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to Candide and Splendide Kasa (Reception) 
 
Golden Book 
This week’s Golden Book children are: 
Rec Jamie Earp   for helping his Mom to make a book at our workshop 
Y1 Karyna Sharifi-Dorani  for always trying her best 
Y2 Ethan Herlock-Laird  for very good independent writing 
Y3 Decrea Harris   for a whole week of hard work! 
Y4 Sophie Burton   for being helpful in class 
Y5 Charlotte Davis  for working hard on her literacy 
Y6 James Goodby   for a good improvement in independent writing 
 
If you wish to discuss any issues raised by this letter, or any concerns, please do  
not hesitate to contact the school office to make an appointment to see me.  
Many thanks,  
 
 
Mr J. Gubbins 
Acting Head Teacher 

St. David’s 


