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Archdiocese of Birmingham 

St. Joseph’s News 
Friday 31st March 2006 

Dear Parents, 
 
This letter includes details of end of term arrangements and events and some items of general information. 
Please take the time to read it through. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Monday 3rd April  Easter Bonnet Assembly    9.15am   
    ‘Moses the Servant Prince’ – theatre in school  1.45pm  cost £1.00 
Wednesday 5th April  End of Term Mass     9.15am 
Thursday 6th April  Easter Celebration/Performance   9.15am 
Friday 7th April   ‘Purple’ Mufti day       cost 50p 

End of Term Concert     9.30am 
School finishes for Easter 

Monday 24th April  Summer term begins at 8.55am prompt 
Friday 28th April  P.T.A. Bring and Buy Sale 
 
End of Term 
Please note that school closes for the Easter break next Friday 7th April at 3.15pm, not 
earlier, as in previous years.  
 
End of Term Mass 
Our school Mass to celebrate the end of term will take place at 9.15 am on Wednesday, led by Y6. Please 
come along and celebrate with us. 
 
End of Term Concert  
We are holding an ‘end of term’ concert at 9.30am on the last day of term, Friday 7th April, which will involve 
performances from all of our school music and dance groups. Children from all year groups will be involved. 
Please come along and enjoy the concert as we celebrate the children’s achievements this term 
 
Easter Bonnet Parade  
Our Easter Bonnet Parade takes place on Monday morning. All parents and friends are welcome. Please ensure 
that your child has their bonnet with them on Monday morning! There will be prizes for the best bonnets.  
 

Lent 
As part of our preparation for Easter, the children are currently 
preparing for a performance of ‘Resurrection Rock!’, which tells the 
Easter story through music. A number of hymn practices and assemblies 
are devoted to ensuring that we are able to put on a high quality 
performance. This performance will take place on Thursday 6th April at 
9.15am.  Please join us and support your children with what I am sure will 
be a memorable performance.  
 

We will be having Mufti days every Friday during Lent to raise funds for our charities. Our last Mufti day 
takes place next Friday, and your child should wear something purple, to represent the colour of Lent. It 
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does not necessarily have to be an item of clothing, maybe a headband, belt or even a stripe in a t-shirt. The 
cost of this will be 50p per child.  
 
Each child received a collection box for Father Hudson’s Homes at the start of Lent. These should be 
returned to school by Monday. Thank you for your support and generosity with this. 
 
School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 10p to £1.60 per day. This is a 
decision taken by the City Council, and although we were able to ‘opt out’ of the last increase, this rise is 
compulsory. The cost of dinners will be £8.00 per week. 
 
Reading Scheme 
We now have our new reading scheme in place in school. I would like to thank all people who have sponsored 
the purchase of this scheme, including KPMG and the EAZ and all of the people who have been working hard 
to fundraise towards the cost of this, which is ongoing. It will be used in every year group, starting over the 
next few weeks. We have purchased the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme, which covers all levels of readers, 
from the emergent to the advanced. Your child will be bringing home books to read with you. Please ensure 
that all books are well looked after and returned to school. Lost or damaged books will be charged at £3.00.  
 
If any parents would like to volunteer to hear children read in school, in either key stage 1 or 2, your support 
would be very much appreciated. Please see your child’s class teacher.  
 
Moses the Servant Prince 
On Monday, we will be visited by a travelling theatre group for a performance of ‘Moses 
the Servant Prince’. We would ask that all parents contribute £1.00 per child towards the 
cost of this. Please send in your money in Monday. 
 
Trading Cards 
We have had a number of problems before, during and after school this week relating to trading cards. All 
trading cards (e.g. Yu-Gi-Oh cards) are banned from school. Any child who has them in school will have them 
confiscated and parents will have o collect them from the office. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
First Confessions 
All children who are making their First Holy Communion this year will be making their first Confession next 
Saturday 8th April at 4.30pm. It is essential that all children involved attend this. 
 
School Uniform 
May I remind you of the school dress code, which states that children should not wear trainers (unless there 
is a valid reason – in which case you must provide a note each day they are worn) or boots to school. Children 
should be in dark coloured (preferably black) shoes, not boots or trainers. These should be sensible and 
appropriate for daily wear, bearing in mind that children run around the playground in them! I would also ask 
that girls wear white or grey socks or black or grey tights to school, not brightly coloured and patterned 
tights. The uniform code also stresses that children should not wear any jewellery to school except for a 
small pair of studs for those who have pierced ears and a watch (for those who can tell the time!). Any 
children who are wearing hoop-earrings, rings, necklaces or any other form of jewellery will have them taken 
off them. This is not just for the reason that they may be lost or damaged but also for the safety of your 
child. General Uniform is as follows: 

   
BOYS   

• Grey/black Trousers 
• Yellow Polo Shirt with school logo 
• Brown Sweatshirt with school logo 
• Sensible black or brown shoes (Not boots or trainers) 
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GIRLS 
• Grey/black skirt or pinafore dress. 
• Yellow Polo Shirt with school logo  
• Brown Sweatshirt or Brown Cardigan with school logo 
• Sensible low heeled black or brown shoes (Not boots or trainers) 
• Grey/black tights or white/grey socks 

 
During the summer, girls may wear summer dresses of yellow gingham or yellow polo shirt with a grey skirt.  
They may wear white sandals (not with open toes). Boys may wear the yellow polo shirt. Sweatshirts, 
Cardigans and Polo shirts are available from the school office. 
 
School Improvement Plan 
We have now completed our School Improvement Plan for the next three years. Focuses of this plan include 
raising levels of attainment across the curriculum, increasing our attendance percentages, achieving the 
‘Healthy Schools’ standard and improving behaviour. Other areas include development of buildings, resources 
and ICT within the school. Thank you to all the parents, children, staff and governors who helped to 
contribute towards this by returning their questionnaires. 
 
Community Assembly 
St. Michael’s Catholic Church is hosting a ‘Community Assembly’ on Wednesday 5th April at 7.30pm. This 
involves representing your community on issues of a living wage for working people, safer neighbourhoods, 
affordable and decent housing and more activities and resources for young people. There will be council 
representatives present to hear your views and also police and representatives of community organisations. 
This event is also a celebration of cultural diversity, with displays of Irish dancing and Sikh drumming, 
amongst other things. If you would like to go, a bus will be leaving St. Joseph’s Church at 6.30pm. Please give 
your name at the school office if you are interested, or contact father Gerry or Sister Catherine at St. 
Joseph’s Church on 0121 327 0235. 
 
Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday this week to  
Prince Ngangelyi, Ethan Herlock-Laird (Y2), Decrea Harris (Y3) and Vimbai Rimayi (Y4)  
 
Golden Book 
This week’s Golden Book children are: 
Rec Mekaela Carty   for good following in her guided reading book 
Y1 Ellis Barrett   for always behaving and working hard 
Y2 Emily Reader   for working very hard in all subjects 
Y3 Caprice Smith   for working quietly and steadily all week 
Y4 Jardelle Johnson  for all round excellent work 
Y5 Alireza Nazmiyeh  for working hard and independently in Literacy 
Y6 Stephanie Sam   for getting 100% in her Maths! 
 
 

If you wish to discuss any issues raised by this letter, or any concerns, please do  
not hesitate to contact the school office to make an appointment to see me.  
Many thanks,  
 
 
Mr J. Gubbins 
Acting Head Teacher 

St. Patrick’s 


