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Dear Parents and Carers… 
I must really complement you all on the way that the children have come back into school. 
They are settled and working and there is a lovely atmosphere around school. There will 
always be hiccups, but with your backing and support we can sort these out quickly. 
We are doing our very best to provide as many after school clubs as we can manage. Our 
aim is to try and make sure that all children throughout the school year will have the 
opportunity to attend a club. Watch this space…… We will let you know what is available as 
soon as we can. 
Have a lovely weekend with your families. I do hope that the weather improves for us all. 
 

Kind regards 
L. Howell 
 

'New Beginnings' School Mass 
You should have received a flyer yesterday, inviting you to a special Mass in school on 
Wednesday 17th September to celebrate our 'New Beginnings' this term. Please come along to 
the Mass, which will be Father Gerry's last with us in school, and share in our celebration of 
welcome and thanksgiving. I look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to this special 
mass, which will start at 9.15am.  
Shshsh!!! Also, just a reminder that we are collecting for Father Gerry, so if you would like to 
make a donation, please send it in to the school office. Remember it is a secret!!  
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Retirement of Father Gerry McArdle 
A reminder that a Mass of Thanksgiving will be taking place in St. Joseph’s Church on Friday 
26th September at 6.30pm, to which you are all warmly welcomed. It would be lovely to see a 
good representation from the school at this Mass, as Father Gerry takes a great pride in the 
children of St. Joseph’s. After the mass, there will be a celebration in St. Thomas’ Social Club, 
Erdington. Due to health and safety regulations, admission to the celebration will be by ticket 
only, as there will be a large number of people attending. Tickets are limited and are available 
free of charge on a first come first served basis, but are disappearing fast! If you would like to 
get tickets for the celebration (they are only required for the social club), please see Edward 
Farnan or Danny Delaney at St. Joseph’s Church after mass on Saturday evening or Sunday 
morning. For further information, please contact Edward Farnan on 07765 882114.   
 
 



 

 
Parents Coffee Morning 
We will be having a weekly Coffee Morning every Thursday from 9.00 until 
9.30am in school. This will be run by Paul, the new Community Worker from 
the Birinus project (which is based at St. Joseph’s Church), and Sister 
Catherine. You are all warmly welcomed to come along and join us for this. 

 
 
Breakfast Club 
You should have received a letter yesterday regarding changes made to the arrangements for 
Breakfast Club. If your child will be attending Breakfast Club, I would like to remind you that 
they must be in school before 8.30am. A responsible adult must bring them into Breakfast Club 
and sign them in,  particularly as the mornings start to get darker and then we have met all the 
health and safety requirements. Breakfast Club will start on Monday 15th September, and the 
cost will be £1.00 a day/£5.00 a week (or 50p a day/£2.50 a week if you are in receipt of free 
school meals).  
 
 
Uniform 
Just a few little reminders about school uniform…  
For health and safety reasons, we do not allow children to wear any jewellery in school. The only 
exception to this is small gold studs, which should be removed for P.E. and swimming. We have 
been in touch with the Swimming Baths, who have said that absolutely no jewellery is permitted 
to be worn whilst swimming. Therefore, please ensure that your child’s studs are removed on 
swimming and PE days. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets or rings are not allowed at 
any time! Also, can I remind you of the importance of your child wearing appropriate footwear 
for school? School shoes should be sensible and flat, black or brown in colour, and should 
definitely NOT be trainers or heavy boots!  
Thank you for your co-operation with this.  
 
 

School Photographs 
The photographer will be in school on Wednesday 1st October. Those 
parents who would like younger siblings included, or family photographs 
should come to school first thing in the morning, as these pictures will be 
taken first. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Attendance (week Beginning 4th September) 
 
Well done to Y5, who achieved 93% attendance for last week!! Well done! The full results are as follows: 
 
 

Rec  not in school  Year One 85%  Year Two 83%  
Year Three  91%   Year Four 84%  Year Five 93%  
Year Six 92%  
 
Which gives a whole school attendance of 88% . This was because some people did not 
bother to come in for the first 2 days.  
 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Connor Dulewski (Y1), Jodi Proctor & Aiyana 
Kellyman (Y2), Kamari Knight (Y4) and Shannon Whyte (Y6). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  


