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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Well, it is Harvest time again and I have to accept that I must have actually missed the 
summer. The weather is getting colder so please remember to make sure that your child has a 
coat in school. After half term we are having some alterations to school so watch this space 
for any more information. Access will stay the same but I will let you know about 
anything you need to know for health and safety a bit nearer the time. Some of the major 
work will be done in the school holiday. It is very exciting and school will be looking good by 
Christmas. Have a good weekend. 
 

Kindest regards, 
L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 8th October Harvest Festival Mass    9.10am 
Monday 13th - 17th October Black History Week 
Friday 24th October   School finishes for half term  3.15pm 
Monday 3rd November  Back to school!     8.55am prompt!! 
 
Harvest Festival Mass 
We will be holding our Harvest Mass Celebration next Wednesday 8th October at 9.10am. All 
parents and carers are welcome and encouraged to attend. Our school celebrations are a 
wonderful opportunity to strengthen and develop the home-school-parish partnership, and 
as such it would be wonderful to see as many of you as possible coming along to Masses, 

services and assemblies that go on in school. The children put 
a lot of effort into preparing for these events and it is very 
encouraging for them to see that their effort is supported. We 
would like donations towards the Harvest collection. If you 
would like to send in any tinned or packet goods, you can 
bring them in on Monday. If you would like to donate any 
fresh goods, such as fruit and vegetables, please send them 
in on Tuesday. Thank you in anticipation of your usual 
generosity. 

 
Black History Month 
We will be celebrating Black History Month in school with a special 
curriculum week from 13th – 17th October with a variety of themed 
events and activities. If you would like to support us in any way, such as 
sharing personal experiences of immigration, loaning of 
artefacts/photographs/costumes, hair braiding, henna/mehndi or story 
and poem telling, we would very much appreciate your help and skills. 
Please contact Miss Robinson as soon as possible. Thank you! 



 

Visitation of the Archbishop 
We are privileged to have Archbishop Vincent Nichols visiting our parish 
this weekend. He will be celebrating the 11.15am Mass on Sunday and is 
looking forward to meeting all of the parishioners of St. Joseph’s. It has 
been a long time since we have had a visit from an Archbishop, and so 
it would be lovely to see as many representatives of our school 
community there as possible.   
 

 
A Message from Father Gerry  
Dear Mrs Howell, school staff, children and parents, 
How can I thank you enough? My words fall short of describing how 
you all touched me so deeply, spiritually and emotionally, in your 
final assembly. I will treasure your prayers, your words, your songs, 
your dancing, your presents, your love, as long as I live. To me you 
are all, after Jesus, my ‘forever friends’. I will show my gratitude later 
in a more tangible way. Until then, I will be remembering you all in 
prayer on my pilgrimages to Ephesus, to mark the 2000th birthday of 
St. Paul, and later to Lourdes, for the 150th anniversary of Our Blessed 
Lady’s apparition to St. Bernadette. God bless you all, 
Father Gerry 

 
 
Parents and Carers Coffee Morning 
You are all warmly welcomed to come along and join us for a weekly 
Coffee Morning at school, every Thursday from 9.00 until 9.30am in school, 
which is being hosted by Paul, the new Community Worker from the Birinus 
project (which is based at St. Joseph’s Church), and Sister Catherine. This 
coffee morning is open to all parents and carers. 
 
 
 
Attendance (week Beginning 22nd September) 
Well done to Y1, who achieved 98% attendance for last week!! Well done! The full results are as 
follows: 
 

Rec  95% with 12 lates Year One 98% with 10 lates Year Two 89% with 4 lates  
Year Three  95% with 8   lates Year Four 97% with 10 lates Year Five 94% with 7 lates 
Year Six 92% with 4   lates  
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 94% with 55 lates. This is nearly our target of 95%…. Try hard 
next week to help us to achieve this. 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Kijani Sullivan (Year One), 
Kiahna Holder (Year Three), Anneka Dickens (Year Four) and 
Jaimal Lindo-Samuels (Year Five). 
 

 



 

 
Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 
Reception Saraiyah Smith Following class rules - listening and being quiet in the classroom 
Year 1  Menkom Asfaw  Settling into the class really well and doing some lovely reading 
Year 2  Emily Tibbatts  Trying hard with her independent work  
Year 3  Lamin Jallow  Fantastic behaviour all week 
Year 4  Tabinda Shamaoon Trying hard with her work 
Year 5  Shiloh Foster  Some super, thoughtful, intelligent questions in Life Education Bus  
Year 6  Kyran Gardiner  Being a great ‘Classroom Buddy’ and always being wiling to help  

 
Acts of Kindness this week: 
Talib Copeland  Reception  Helping others to dress at PE time. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
 
 


