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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Please take the time to read the newsletter this week, particularly the part about the school in 
Thailand that we are adopting for the next year. When I read about some of the things that 
these children have to live with, and put up with in their young lives, I was quite upset. I 
would really appreciate your help and support with this sponsorship. Give as generously as 
you can over the next week and we will continue to try to raise more money over the year for 
these unfortunate children. Anything that we can do to bring a smile to their faces will be 
wonderful. 
Please remember them in your prayers this week.  
 

Kindest regards, 
L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 13th - 17th October Black History Week 
Friday 24th October   School finishes for half term  3.15pm 
Monday 3rd November  Back to school!     8.55am prompt please!! 
 
Black History Month 
We will be celebrating Black History Month in school with a special curriculum week from 13th 
– 17th October (next week) with a variety of themed events and activities. Events taking 
place in school will include music and singing workshops, hair braiding, storytelling and 
African drum workshops. There will be a celebration assembly at the end of the week too, 
which will take place at 1.30pm. Every class will give a ten-minute presentation on the 
theme of Black History and what they have learned about during the week. Please come 
along to the assembly on Friday, which will be a lovely opportunity for you to take an active 
part in your child’s learning. Thank you! 
 
School Photographs 
You will be receiving the proofs of your child’s school photographs 
today. Along with the individual pictures, you will also receive a 
proof for class photographs, which I am sure you will agree, are 
stunning! There are large copies of each photograph (which is the 
actual size picture that you will receive – frames are extra) on 
display in the entrance hall. Please take a minute to pop in and 
have a look at them. They really are worth a look. Come along 
and laugh at the staff group photo too!!!! 
 
Book Fair 
Thank you to all parents who supported our Book Fair, which sold nearly £600 worth of books! 
Special thanks to Dawn and Gail for their support with the Book Fair. 



 

Reading Books/Diaries 
Please remember to send in your child’s reading books and diaries each day. Also, please 
try to spend a little time reading with your child each night, and look at their diaries. It is 
really helpful and encouraging for the children to have feedback from parents in their 
diaries. Thank you. 
 
School Charity Sponsorship 
We have been invited by the Archdiocese to take part in a fundraising project that they are 
running across Birmingham. We will be raising funds for the Hsa Thoo Lei School in Western 
Thailand, which is being developed by the Pattaya Orphanage Trust. The living conditions in 
this area of Thailand are terrible. Many people are refugees from Burma, and Thailand simply 
does not have the resources to provide them with food, healthcare or schooling. The Has 
Thoo Lei School, which was established in 1999, aims to provide these children with 
education, food, textbooks, cloths, medical care and safety. For around 200 orphans, the 
school is their home. In total the school has 700 pupils and 44 staff, who are working unpaid. 

Almost all the children at Hsa Thoo Lei are in Thailand 
illegally and are at risk of arrest and deportation to Burma. 
Hsa Thoo Lei offers them a safe haven where they can 
come to learn. Due to the school having no funding, 
something that is taken for granted so much here, the 
children are very often left without food, let alone basic 
resources. Incredibly, the school only costs £70,000 a year to 
run and to cater for 700 pupils.  
 

Look at the examples below: 
 

£1.00  will give a child a meal for 12 days 
£2.00  will buy a textbook 
£5.00  will buy a child a school uniform, which helps them to avoid being arrested  

and taken into possible slavery 
£7.00  will provide a child with two lunches a week for a whole year! 
£60  will pay a teacher for a month. 
 
We will be collecting every day next week for the Pattaya Orphanage Trust, which I am sure 
you will agree is a very worthy cause. People who have visited the school have said “This is 
truly a beautiful place to see people caring for people regardless of race or religious 
background”. Please give as generously as you can and help us to raise as much as possible 
for the children of Thailand. Thank you in anticipation of your usual generous support. 
  
Harvest Festival 
I have been asked by St. Joseph’s Church to say a very big thank you for all of your very kind 
donations for the Harvest festival. They were overwhelmed and very touched by your 
kindness and generosity. All of the donations that were made will be distributed amongst the 

needy within the parish, which also serves as a ‘drop-in’ centre for 
people within the community  (some of them are homeless). 
Thank you for your really big effort with this. 
 

Parents and Carers Coffee Morning 
You are all warmly welcomed to come along and join us for a weekly 
Coffee Morning at school, every Thursday from 9.00 until 9.30am in school. 
This coffee morning is open to all parents and carers. 

Has Thoo Lei School 



 

Attendance (week Beginning 29th September) 
Well done to Y1, who achieved 97% attendance for last week!! Well done! The full results are as 
follows: 
 

Rec  92% with 7 lates Year One 97% with 13 lates Year Two 94% with 8 lates  
Year Three  94% with 7   lates Year Four 92% with 10 lates Year Five 89% with 6 lates 
Year Six 91% with 2   lates  
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 93% with 53 lates. This is nearly our target of 95%…. Try hard 
next week to help us to achieve this. 
 

 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Neil Chen (Reception), 
Rebecca Davis (Year Two) and Lauren Dalziel (Year Five). 
 
 

Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 
Reception Misty Simms   Much improved behaviour and concentration 
Year 1  Emma Brown-Short   Being a superstar with all her work & making her teacher smile! 
Year 2  Coral Pemberton  Giving Oscar-winning performances describing verbs and  

 Leah Atenyi   adjectives to the class – they were super!! 
Year 3  Katrina Slack   Being a pleasure to have in class! Always following instructions  
Year 4  Olutobi Owoade  Being a great (with a capital G!) team member in Y4 
Year 5  Pindhy Matloob-Walters  Careful consideration of her personal thoughts in RE  
Year 6  Cassandra Whitehouse A caring and helpful attitude in class     

 
Acts of Kindness this week: 
Kyran Dixon   Year One  Having a smile on his face all day 

and cheering everyone up! 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
 


