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Dear Parents and Carers… 
As you know we had our follow up Inspection this week. It has been a very long year 
since the last one and we have all worked really hard to improve things for your 
children. I am not able to give you any grades or official results until Ofsted send me 
the report, but I really wanted you to know that we are very pleased with the Inspectors 
comments and I am sure that you will be happy when you get your official letter. 
Thank you all for your comments to Ofsted, for your continuing support and your 
interest in how we are doing. Some parents rang to support us and others came in to 
wish us all well. The staff really appreciated this. 
God Bless 
Kind regards 
 

L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Monday 16th March   First day of Book Week 
Thursday 19th March  Book Character Dress Up Day   £1.00 per child 
Friday 20th March   Mother’s Day Assembly – Ladies only!  1.45pm 
Friday 19th June  Father’s Day Assembly – Gentlemen only! 1.45pm 
 
Comic Relief 
A big thank you to everyone who has supported Comic Relief so wonderfully today. The children 
looked amazing in all their red, and really made a big effort. I have been laughing all morning at the 

jokes you have brought in! So far, we have 
raised £203, which is fantastic! We hope to 
raise more by selling our joke books. I would 
like to especially say a big thank you to 
Malik Lemon in Reception, who has been 
saving spare change for some time, and 
decided that he was going to bring it to 
school and donate it all to Comic Relief. 
When Mrs Watchorn counted it all up, we 
were amazed to find that Malik had 
donated a total of £30! What a lovely, kind 
thing to do, thank you Malik! Thank you to 
everyone who gave money today and 
supported our ‘Wear Something Red’ day. 
It was a lovely day for the children after a 
long week! Please come in and visit our 
‘Joke Tree’ in the Reception area on 
Monday. 
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Book Week & Character Dressing Up Day 
Next week is ‘Book Week’ within school and the ‘Red Nose’ Book Fair will be coming to St Joseph’s. 
The Book Fair will be open to parents and pupils after school during the week, so please support the 
school with this. Next Thursday is dressing up day and everyone is asked to come to school dressed 

as a book character. Staff will also be taking part! Children should come 
to school dressed in their costumes; they do not need to bring any 

change of clothes or uniform with them, and the cost of this will be a £1.00 
donation to school fund, which is going towards improving our playground 
and secret garden towards. Dressing up day is always a lovely, fun day for 
everyone, and we are really looking forward to it.  

 
Lunchtime Supervisors Required! 
We currently have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor. The post would require 
working between 12.00pm and 1.10pm every day, and we would like to appoint 
someone who could start fairly soon! The position will require a full CRB (Criminal 
Records Bureau) check, which will be completed upon appointment. If you 
would like further information or to apply for the job, please see Mrs Howell or 
Mrs Watchorn.  
 
Mother’s Day Assembly 

We are holding a special assembly for Mother’s Day on Friday 20th March 
at 1.45pm. The children are looking forward to welcoming you all to 
this event, and have been working hard preparing it for you all, so it 

would be lovely to see as many  Mums as possible. Remember “ ladies 
only”…. Dads will have their turn. 

 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Scheme/Tesco for Schools Clubs 
We are taking part in both the Sainsbury’s Active Kids ’09 and the Tesco for Schools 

scheme. Please bring in any vouchers that you get, 
and put them into the collection boxes in the 
Reception area. If any of your family and friends would 
collect vouchers for us too, then we would be very 
grateful. Thank you….. 
 

Breakfast Club 
A reminder that Breakfast Club runs between 8.00 and 8.30am, please do not bring your children any 
earlier or later than this! Thank you for your support with this. 
 
School Mass 
We will be having a School Mass on Wednesday to celebrate the feast day of our 
patron saint, St. Joseph, the husband of Mary. Please come along and help us to 
celebrate this special day. It is always lovely to see lots of parents and parishioners at 
mass. It starts at 9.15am and will be led by Year Three. 

 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
Tuesday is the feast day of St. Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland, and of one of our 
house groups! I know that many of you will be attending (and even taking part in!) the 
parade in town this weekend and other celebrations, so I wish you all a very happy 
celebration! 
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Third Sunday of Lent 
This weekend is the third Sunday of Lent. The theme of the readings you will hear at church this week is the 
‘Covenant’ or agreement that God made with his people. There are many stories in the bible that talk about 

the covenant between God and his people, for example, the story of 
Noah. Noah makes a sacrifice, and does as God asks him, building the 
ark. In return, God makes a covenant, or agreement, with Noah, and 
creates a rainbow in the sky as a sign that he will not break his promise. 
The theme of a covenant is therefore very important in both the Jewish 
and Christian faiths. The covenant is constantly renewed throughout the 
history of God and his people; and you can see this throughout the 
bible. The Old Testament reading today tells us of another covenant 
made between Moses and God, where Moses was given the Ten 
Commandments to give to the people of the earth, as their side of this 
special agreement. This renewed the covenant made with Noah. Then 
the Gospel story today tells us that Jesus is the sign of the new 
covenant. The story tells us of when Jesus went to the temple at 

Passover, the busiest time in the Jewish year. When he got there, lots of people were in the temple, using it as a 
market place. Jesus got very angry with the people, turning over their tables, and telling them that the temple 
was God’s house, and that it shouldn’t be used for such things. This was a very shocking thing to do, as the 
Jewish people believed that the temple was a sign of the covenant, like the rainbow had been, and was 
therefore a very holy place. But at the end of this story, Jesus says ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
rebuild it”, and the reading then tells us that Jesus is talking about himself when he says this. This tells us that it is 
not the actual building of the temple that is important, but the ‘temple’ that is within us. He is saying that God 
lives in our hearts and souls, in each and every one of us, and not just in a holy building. Christians and 
Catholics believe that Jesus is the new sign of the promise between God and his people, and that through his 
resurrection, our ‘temples’ within us will be cleansed of sin, and the covenant will be renewed.  
 
This is an important theme during Lent, because Christians believe that Lent is a time when we can say sorry for 
our sins and try hard to be better people. Lent is a time of preparation for Easter, when the covenant was 
renewed, and for Christians and Catholics, is a time to think about our relationship 
with God and maybe renewing our relationship with God if it has lapsed.  You 
can help your child to do prepare for Lent each day by following the ‘Walk With 
Me’ calendars, which the children brought home a few weeks ago. We also 
have a giant version of the calendar in the entrance hall, with a new idea being 
added each day. Please come in and have a look.  
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week to Menkom Asfaw Aregay, Brylei Vincent & Chad 
Coleman (Year One) and Chelsea Shrimpton-Clark (Year Five). 
 
Celebration Assembly 
There was no Celebration Assembly this week! 
 
  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 
 


