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Dear Parents and Carers… 
The end of another term at St Joseph’s!! During this term we have moved from a school in 
difficulty to a successful school. I know I have told you this in a previous newsletter but I 
am so pleased that outside agencies have acknowledged how far we have come. The Local 
Authority, advisers, and people involved have all sent us cards, or phoned to offer their 
congratulations, and staff have really appreciated that their work has been recognised. They 
can now enjoy the holiday. 
 

I hope that you all have a restful and relaxing two weeks with your families.  

God Bless 
Kind regards 

L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 3rd April  Mr. Hackett’s Leaving Assembly  9.15am 
Friday 3rd April    End of Term – break up for Easter Holidays  3.15pm 
Monday 20th April  Return to school      8.55am 
Friday 19th June  Father’s Day Assembly – Gentlemen only!  1.45pm 
 

Thank You Mr. Hackett 
Thank you to all of the parents and children who made generous donations to Mr. 
Hackett’s collection. We collected a total of £179.00, just from parents and children, 
which is amazing and certainly a testament to how much we all think of him! After 
consulting with Mrs Smith, Mr. Hackett’s daughter, we bought, on behalf of the 
parents, a digital camera, 2gb memory card, an electric foot-warmer and an 
electric (super hi-tech!) under-blanket. These are things that Mr. Hackett will use and 
appreciate and I know that he will be most touched by your kindness. 
 
Both on behalf of the school, and personally, I would like to thank Mr Hackett for his 
years of service, and for all that he has done in our school over the years. 
Unfortunately, has you know, Mr Hackett has been ill for some time, but he always 
stayed in our hearts and thoughts, and we have missed him very much around 
school. He has given twenty-five years of dedicated service to St. Joseph’s, both the 
school and the parish, and has worked very hard, outside of his hours too. Some of 
you may remember that Mr. Hackett built our memorial garden in the playground. He has helped us with many 
special things in school, making us a lovely crib scene every year, putting up our Christmas tree and working on 
gardening projects with the children, all of which he has done voluntarily and outside of his job. We will miss him 
very much, and he will leave us with a lot of special, happy and fun memories, but now, Mr Hackett, the time 
has come to relax and enjoy yourself! We wish you a very happy retirement with your family, filled with all of the 
things that you love doing.  
 
Mr. Hackett has devoted a lot to the school over the years, for which we are extremely grateful, and hopefully, 
our special assembly will go some way to showing him how much he means to us. The assembly will take place 
tomorrow at 9.15am, and each class is working hard to make it a happy, special occasion for Mr Hackett. It 
would be wonderful to see a full hall in appreciation of all that he has done for our school and your children 
over the years. Please come along and help us to make this a very special occasion for a very special person. 
Thank you for your support. 
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End of Term 
Just a reminder that we break up tomorrow at 3.15pm for the Easter 
holiday. We return to school on Monday 20th April at 8.55am prompt! 
 
Parents’ Evening 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended Parents’ Evening. We 
had a great turn out and it was encouraging to hear so many positive 
comments from parents. You will have received a target sheet for your child 
for next term. Please encourage your child and help them to work towards 
their targets. 
 

School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 5p to £1.75 per day. This is a decision 
taken by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. The cost of dinners will be £8.75 per week. 
 
After-School Clubs 
The following clubs will no longer run after half term: 
Cricket Club - Monday 
Dance  - Wednesday 
 
New after-school clubs will be starting after the holiday and you will receive details of these shortly. Multi-skills 
will continue as usual on a Thursday for Years 5 & 6 and there are more places available.  
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Easter Mass times are as follows: 
Holy Thursday –  7.00pm 
Good Friday –   3.00pm 
Easter Saturday –  8.00pm 
Easter Day -   11.15am 
 
Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 
Palm Sunday (Sixth Sunday of Lent) 
This Sunday is the sixth in Lent, and is known as Palm Sunday. It is the beginning of ‘Holy Week’, which is the 
most important week of the year in the Catholic and Christian faiths. Holy Week is the week leading up to 
Jesus’ death, and resurrection on Easter Day. There are five special days in Holy Week on which Christians go to 
church; Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. These days remember 
special events in the Easter story.  

On Palm Sunday, we remember Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem for the 
Jewish feast of Passover. After hearing about Jesus and the miracles that 
he had performed in Galilee, the people were starting to believe that 
Jesus was the Son of God and that he would be their King. When they 
heard that he was coming to their town, they were keen to see him and 
gathered along the road. They waved palm branches and shouted, 
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the 
King of Israel!" (John 12:12-13). The people were excited and it was a time 
of great joy and happiness for them. However, while Jesus was happy 
that people believed in him and wanted him as their King, it was also a 
time of great sadness and fear for him because he knew what was going 
to happen later that week and that those same people would disown 
him and turn away from him, saying that he should be crucified. So, while 
the story of Palm Sunday helps us to remember that Jesus is our king, it 
also helps us to think about times that we have turned away from God. 
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On Palm Sunday, churches give people blessed palms to wave. Sometimes they also hold processions, to 
remind us of what happened in Jerusalem. In St. Joseph’s Parish, we have a procession that starts at 10.45am 
here in the school, and leads down to St. Joseph’s Church for Mass. We leave the school and process to the 
church, waving our palms and singing, so that everybody can see and remember why Palm Sunday is 
important to us. You are most welcome and encouraged to attend this service on Sunday. 
 
All of the children will receive a palm cross tomorrow. The Palm cross helps us to remember that although Palm 
Sunday is a time of joy and celebration, we should also remember the importance and sadness of the week 
that is to come. The palm represents the joy and happiness of Palm Sunday, while the shape of the cross 
represents the cross on which Jesus died, and so the sadness of Jesus’ death. Some Christians display the palm 
crosses in their homes during the year as a symbol of their faith. Traditionally, the blessed palms are burned at 
the start of Lent the next year, which makes the ash that we use on Ash Wednesday. 
 

Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week, and over the holiday to Romeo Ryan-Daley 
(Reception), April Shu, Jerrel Holder-Jones (Year Two), Kebron Micheal, Shae Evans (Year 
Three), Lasharna Holder-Jones (Year Four), Ethan Herlock-Laird (Year Five) and Decrea 
Harris (Year Six). 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher 


