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St. Joseph’s News  
Friday 4th December 2009 

 

Dear Parents and Carers… 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 8th December  Christmas Performance: Angels Up High – Y3/4/5/6  1.30pm 
Wednesday 9th December  Christmas Performance: The Gigantic Star – Y1 & 2  9.30am 
Thursday 10th December  Christmas Performance: Humph the Camel – Reception 9.30am 
Wednesday 16th December  Whole School Christmas Mass in St. Joseph’s Church  9.15am 
Wednesday 16th December  School Christmas Dinner 
Friday 18th December   End of Term - break up for Christmas Holidays  3.15pm 
Wednesday 6th January  Return to School 

      8.55am 
Christmas Fete 

I would like to say a very big thank you to everybody who supported our school 
Christmas fete so wonderfully. We had a wonderful time, and I know the children 
really enjoyed it. They were so excited all day!  We took around £750 on the day, 
which is amazing! This money is going to school fund, which helps to provide treats for 
your children, such as our lovely theatre production of ‘A Christmas Carol’ last week.  
 
We hope to run more fetes and events like this in the future, so if anyone has any ideas 
or would like to become involved, please come into school. Thank you once again. 
 

Christmas Performances — Get your tickets now!! 
Tickets are now available on a first-come, first-served basis, for the KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5 
and 6) Christmas performance of ‘Angels up High’ on Tuesday 8th December at 
1.30pm. As with last year’s performances, initially, a maximum of 2 tickets per family 
will be available, however, we do have a limited number of 150 tickets, so please 
bear this in mind if you only require one, or if you are not sure that you will use your 
tickets.  

For the  KS1 (Years 1 & 2) performance of ‘The Gigantic Star’ on Wednesday 9th 
December at 9.30am, the children will receive two tickets each for their performance, 
which will be sent home. The remaining tickets are available on a first-come, first-
served basis.   
 
This is also the same for the Reception performance of ‘Humph the 

Camel’ at 9.30am on Thursday 10th December the children will receive two tickets each 
for their performance, which will be sent home. The remaining tickets are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.   
 
It would be wonderful to see as many people as possible supporting the children, who are making a 
huge effort in preparing for the plays. Please come in and get your tickets as soon as possible! Also, 
please bring some money along to the Christmas Performances! We have some lovely Christmas 
stocking fillers for sale (jewellery, toys and hair accessories), and some lovely handmade Christmas 
items. Our Year 5 and 6 business enterprise group, ‘Little Arty Apprentices’ have been working very 
hard making Christmas decorations and gifts, and they will be running a stall at the Christmas 
performances. Every item will be priced at just £1.00, so please support them with their project. Thank 
You! 
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School Christmas Mass 
We are having a special end of term Christmas Mass on Wednesday 16th December. 
The mass will start at 9.15am in St. Joseph’s Church, and will be led by children from 
different classes. Please come along and share in this special celebration with us.  
 
Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor. The hours are 12.00pm – 
1.15pm every day. If you are interested in applying, please pop into the school 
office for further details. 

 
Christmas Dinner 

Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Wednesday 16th December. If 
your child has sandwiches and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at 
the office. The cost of Christmas Dinner is £1.75. 

 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. 
Joseph’s Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone 
number is 0121 327 0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 

Advent 
This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent. The theme of this Sunday is “preparing the way for the 
Lord.” If you go to church on Sunday, you will hear about the prophecies of Isaiah and the Gospel of 
Mark. In the Gospel, we hear about John the Baptist, who was the son of Mary’s cousin Elizabeth and 
Zechariah. Although the reading that we hear describes John as an adult, preaching about the 
coming of Jesus, John also features in the Christmas story, as the baby born to Elizabeth whom Mary 
went to share her news with after the angel’s visit. John was a preacher and baptised people, and 

was the first person to recognise Jesus as the Messiah. In the Gospel, John is 
telling people that Jesus is coming and that he will be the Messiah, sent by 
God. 
 
The theme of preparing the way for the Lord is very important at this time of 
year, because in celebrating advent, that is what we are doing. We are 
preparing for the coming of Jesus. Both Isaiah and John the Baptist prepared 
people for the first coming of Jesus. During advent, we are asked to prepare 
spiritually for the coming of Jesus, through prayer and reflection, and the 
sacrament of confession, which some of our children will receive next week in 
school. 

 
We are preparing the way for the Lord in our lives by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer 
time, through our reflections and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. You will see that our 
display in the entrance hall is building up as the days go by. This is designed to help the children to 
appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of Christmas, and guides the children with daily 
tasks and prayer – please spend a little time following this with your children at home. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and last week to Zhane Jeffers-Brade, Misty Simms & Mya 
Katemauswa  (Year One), Edwin Bramble (Year Four), James O'Brien (Year Five) and Milan Husar & 
Alani Anderson (Year Six). 
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Attendance — week ending 27th November 2009 
Well done to Y4 & Y5, who achieved 98% attendance for last week! The full results are as follows: 
 
Rec  75% with 11 lates Year One 92% with 8 lates Year Two 95% with 6 lates 
Year Three  99% with 4 lates Year Four 90% with 12 lates Year Five 95% with 11 lates 
Year Six 96% with 16 lates 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 92% with 68 lates. 
 
Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 
Reception Donat Younas    Using a loud voice during number work 
Year 1  Laloyo Mwaka  Trying so hard in maths and really impressing her teacher 
Year 2  Jada Thomas    Excellent Maths work on multiplication & showing working out 
Year 3  Jerrel Holder-Jones  A fantastic effort at an Advent poem  
Year 4  Lurie Maplanka  Using all his brain power to excel in a tricky test  
Year 5  Lasharna Holder-Jones Learning her words quickly and a big effort with her acting  
Year 6  Catherine Peddie   An excellent attitude to all her work and fantastic progress
     
Acts of Kindness this week: 
Emma & Sarah Brown-Short Y2 & Y6  A lovely card that really cheered up Miss Henry  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  
 
 

 


