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Dear Parents and Carers… 
It has been a privilege to watch all of your children performing in their plays this week. 
Everyone contributed and the costumes, songs and acting were brilliant!! Staff worked 
hard and the children rose to the occasion as usual. Well done everybody! Our visitors and 
parents had lots of very positive things to say and your children have made me very proud. 

 

Well, it is nearly Christmas and everyone is busy, busy, busy. I will be rushing around 
like everyone else over the weekend!  Try to get some rest if it is at all possible. 

God Bless 
 

L. Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 16th December  Whole School Christmas Mass in St. Joseph’s Church  9.15am 
Wednesday 16th December  School Christmas Dinner 
Thursday 17th December  Christmas Party Day! 
Friday 18th December   End of Term - break up for Christmas Holidays  3.15pm 
Wednesday 6th January  Return to School      8.55am 
 

     Christmas Parties/Mufti Day 
On Thursday 17th December, we are having a Christmas themed Mufti day! You can wear anything 

with a Christmas theme, something red or green, something glittery, tinsel, whatever 
you can think of! (as long as it is sensible and appropriate for school wear!) Clothes 
should be warm and sensible (no strappy tops etc.) and footwear should be 
sensible (no heels/sandals etc), bearing in mind that your child will be in them all 

day and playing outside at lunchtimes and playtimes. Our Christmas parties will also 
be taking place on this day. You will receive a letter next week regarding food donations 

for this day.  
 

We will be selling party wear items on this day, including Santa hats, boppers, masks and 
glittery headbands. If your child would like to buy anything to wear, they can bring £1 to 
school on this day. We also have a few toys, and items of jewellery left from the Christmas 

fete, which will also be on sale on this day. They are all priced at £1 and we have some goody bags 
for 50p. The children will also be having a special visitor, so hopefully they will have a brilliant day. 
 
School Christmas Mass 
We are having a special end of term Christmas Mass on Wednesday 16th December. 
The mass will start at 9.30am in St. Joseph’s Church, and will be led by children from 
different classes. It will be a lovely way to start your family Christmas, so please come 
along and share in this special celebration with us.  
 
If there are any parents who would like to volunteer to help to walk the children 
down to the church on Wednesday. As I am sure you can imagine, it is no easy task 
transporting 200 children by foot (!) and any extra support would be very much 
appreciated. Please see Mrs Treadwell or the school office if you would like to help 
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us escort the children to church. You could stay after you bring your child to school. Thanks 
 
Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a lunchtime supervisor. The hours are 11.55pm – 1.15pm every day. 
If you are interested in applying, please pop into the school office for further details.  
 

Christmas Dinner 
Our school Christmas dinner will take place on Wednesday. If your child has 
sandwiches and would like a dinner for this day, please ask at the office. The cost 
of Christmas Dinner is £1.75. 
 

Breakfast Club / After-School Clubs 
A reminder that breakfast club starts at 8.00 am and ends at 8.30am. No children will be admitted 
after this time. Also, you must sign your children in at Breakfast Club each morning. We cannot take 
responsibility for any child that has not been signed in by an adult. I am often asked if we can take 
children before 8 o’clock but we can’t. Our operating hours are from 8 am but if you need before or 
after school care please come in and we can give you phone numbers for the local clubs that offer 
this service. 
 

ALL AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS ARE NOW FINISHED UNTIL AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 
 

St. Joseph’s Mass Times - Christmas Services at St. Joseph’s 
I would like to invite all families to our Christmas services at St. Joseph’s. It is always a pleasure to see 
so many of you at the Christmas Masses and you are all most welcome. The family service on 
Christmas Eve is always very special and popular, with the children being invited to dress up and take 
part in the Mass. There will be a dramatisation of the nativity, and presents after Mass for the children. 
This takes place at 7.00pm. Please note that there is NO late mass on Christmas Eve this year. 
Christmas Day Mass is at 10.00am. There is also a special service for all children who are altar servers 
on St. Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day) at 11.00am. The servers will become members of the Guild of St. 

Stephen, who is the Patron Saint of Altar servers, at this Mass and there will be 
a party afterwards for them. It is important to remember the true meaning of 
what we celebrate at this time of year, especially for those of us who are 
Christian or Catholic. The word ‘Christmas’ means ‘the birth of Christ’ and 
that is what should be at the heart of all that we do to celebrate, so it would 
be wonderful to see the church full for our services! I look forward to seeing 
you over Christmas.  

Father Gerry Lennon & Sister Catherine.  
 

Advent 
This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent, and we light the pink candle on our advent wreaths. The pink candle 
is a symbol of joy, hope and expectation. At the time of Jesus’ birth, people were waiting for his coming. They 

had been told that a Messiah would come, and they were hoping and waiting for the time to 
come.  The third Sunday of advent is also traditionally known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’. The 
word ‘Gaudete’ is Latin and means ‘rejoice!’ The theme this week is therefore one of 

rejoicing that Christmas is very near.  
 

As the feast of Christmas draws closer, we are reminded that Jesus is with us 
even now, and the Church emphasises the anticipation and joy which should be in 
our hearts as we come closer to celebrating the birth of Jesus and remembering the 
true spirit of Christmas. If you go to church on Sunday, you will hear readings from the 
prophet Isaiah and the Gospel of John. These readings tell us that we should be 
happy, because the Lord is coming. Isaiah tells us that even nature will rejoice when 
the Messiah comes again. In the Gospel, we hear John the Baptist tell people that 
the one that they have been expecting, the light of the world, is amongst them and 
that their waiting is almost over. John prepares the way for Jesus through his 
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more ‘sleeps’ until 

Christmas! 

preaching and baptising. This message also tells us that we should rejoice and have joy in our hearts, as the 
waiting of advent is almost over. 
 
We are preparing for Christmas by lighting our Advent wreaths each day at prayer time, through our reflections 
and using the daily ‘Walk with Me’ calendar. You will see that our display in the entrance hall is building up as 
the days go by. This is designed to help the children to appreciate the meaning of Advent and the season of 
Christmas, and guides the children with daily tasks and prayer – please spend a little time following this with 
your children at home. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and last week to Trumaine Patterson (Year One), Lance Chen 
(Year Three) and Keneisha Dohman & Lamin Jallow (Year Four). 
 
Attendance — week ending 4th December 2009 
Well done to Y2, who achieved 96% attendance for last week! The full results are as follows: 
 
Rec  85% with 14 lates Year One 94% with 12 lates Year Two 96% with 11 lates 
Year Three  90% with 12 lates Year Four 93% with 18 lates Year Five 91% with 16 lates 
Year Six 94% with 11 lates 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 92% with 94 lates. 
 
Celebration Assembly 
The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 
Reception Whole Class     a super performance of ‘Humph the Camel’ 
Year 1  Misty Simms   giving 100% in all her work and being a superstar in class 
Year 2  Whole Class (and Y1)  a most fantastic performance of ‘The Gigantic Star’  
Year 3  Caitlin McGlynn  a fantastic effort all week  
Year 4  Ben Shrimpton-Clark being a ‘learning sponge’!  
Year 5  Whole Class   a super-duper performance. You were magnificent!  
Year 6  Whole Class    a fantastic attitude to younger children – excellent peer 

 models     
Acts of Kindness this week: 
Kieran Hazell Y5  being a fantastically helpful stage manager and props man in our performance 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  
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