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Dear Parents and Carers… 
Everyone has been working very hard this half term and thank you to all the children who 
have come to show me their good work. I really appreciate those parents who support and help 
their children at home, with reading, homework, and also in encouraging them to try their 
very best at all times .I need to let you know that this does make a huge difference to what 
your children achieve. 
 
To all of our pupils, have a good holiday and get some rest so that you can come back ready 
to work hard next half term. 
God bless 
 

Linda Howell 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 12th February  Break up for half term    3.15pm 
Monday 22nd February Return to school     8.55am prompt 
 
Half Term 
A reminder that we break up today for half-term. We return to school on Monday 22nd February at 
8.55am prompt.  
 

Birinus Project 
The St. Joseph’s ‘Birinus’ Community project are currently running a 
number of events, including English classes, dance workshops and 
parenting classes. Please see the poster in the Reception area for 
more information, or call Ruth on 0121 326 9592.  

 
 
Happy New Year! 
 

I would like to wish everyone a very Happy Chinese New Year for Sunday! 
This year is the year of the Tiger. 
 
Lent 
Next weekend is the First Sunday of Lent. Lent begins next Wednesday (17th February), with a holy day known 
as Ash Wednesday, when we go to Mass and receive ashes on our foreheads as a sign of penance, or sorrow 
for our sins. It is a special day in the church, known as  a holy day, when all 
Christians are supposed to go to church. Ash Wednesday is the first of the 40 
days of Lent, which represents the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness before 
his suffering, death and resurrection. The word ‘Lent’ means ‘to lengthen’, and is 
used as because Lent is observed in spring, when the days begin to get longer. 
Lent is our time to prepare for the coming of Jesus at Easter. Christians believe 
that Jesus died to free us from sin and to bring us forgiveness, so during Lent, we 

庚寅 
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remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us. Traditionally, people give something up for Lent, such as 
chocolate or sweets, which is a small way of representing this sacrifice. This is why we celebrate Shrove 
Tuesday, or Pancake Day.  
 

In days gone by, people would eat very basic food throughout Lent, as it is a time of 
abstinence, or giving things up. On Shrove Tuesday, they used up all of the rich foods in their 

house, such as eggs, fat and butter, and made them into pancakes. Traditionally on 
Shrove Tuesday, Christians also went to confession, to prepare themselves for Lent. The 

name ‘Shrove’ comes from the word "shriven", which means ‘to be forgiven for your sins’. 
Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 days before Easter Sunday, and this year falls next Tuesday (16th 

February). 
 

At school, we are encouraging the children to do something for Lent, not necessarily to give something up, but 
to think of a way in which they can act more positively, such as trying to be more patient or to help around the 
house. We will be making our journey towards Easter using the ‘Walk With Me’ calendars, which your child 
should have brought home this week. The calendar gives the children a focus for each day of Lent. This is 
generally a little thing to do, an act of kindness, saying a prayer etc., and is designed to help your child to think 
about the meaning of Lent and Easter. We will have a giant version of the calendar in the entrance hall, with a 
new idea being added each day. It would be wonderful if you could follow the calendar with your child at 
home. Thank you. 
 
Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Talib Copeland & Barrambye Secka 
(Year One), Kyran Dixon (Year Two), Mohammad Hassan & Caitlin McGlynn (Year Three), 
Ramatoulie Mbowe (Year Four), Ellis Barrett, Kieran Hazell & Olutobi Owoade (Year Five) and 
K'Yana Sullivan (Year Six) 
 
Attendance — week ending 5th February 2010 
The full results are as follows: 
 
Rec  88% with 14 lates Year One 96% with 16 lates Year Two 90% with 5 lates  
Year Three  94% with 22 lates Year Four 97% with 13 lates Year Five 95% with 12 lates  
Year Six 96% with 8 lates 
 
This gives a whole school attendance of 94% with 93 lates! Our attendance is much better, but this amount of 
lates is unacceptable. Please ensure that you get your child in on time. If they have to   come in through the 
front entrance, then they have to be signed in and will receive a late mark.  

 
Celebration Assembly 
 

The following children were nominated by class teachers in the Celebration Assembly for: 
 

Reception N’Kira-Rose Henry Working really hard all of the time. She is making really good progress 
Year 1  Misty Simms  Being a great member of our class – good luck at your new school  
Year 2 Brylei Vincent  Giving such fantastic reasons why we shouldn’t throw Samuel Pepys out 

of the hot air balloon in our balloon debate! (Unfortunately, he was!!) 
Year 3  Coral Pemberton Working hard on her reading and moving up a level  
Year 4  Kimberley Law  Really joining in well with Y4 straight away – Welcome aboard!  
Year 5  Kaliyah Campbell  Being very consistent with her spellings every week – full marks! 
Year 6  Catherine Reilly Setting an excellent example and representing our school well on our trip 
 
Acts of Kindness 
Reception Abbie Stanton   helping lots of children in class without being asked 
Year Four Edwin Bramble  taking such good care of a Reception child who was  

hurt at playtime 
 
Mrs L. Howell 
Acting Head Teacher  
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If you cut out this 

template and fold along 

the dotted lines, you can 

make your own Chinese 

money envelope for the 

year of the Tiger! 


