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Dear Parents and Carers… 
How lovely that we have been in school for Holy week this year. This has made 
Easter more meaningful for our children.  
I wish you all a really restful holiday and look forward to seeing you and your 
children again after Easter. 
Thank you to those who joined us for Mrs Evans’ special assembly. I am sure 
that she was touched by your thoughtfulness. 
 
God Bless. 
Linda Howell 

  
 

End of Term — today! 
As you know, we finish today for the Easter holiday. We return to school on Monday 19th 
April at 8.55am prompt please! 
 

Thank You Mrs Evans 
As you know, Mrs Evans celebrated 25 years at St. Joseph’s today, 
with our special assembly.  
 
Both on behalf of the school, and personally, I would like to thank Mrs Evans for her years of 
service, and for all that she has done in our school over the years. Hopefully, our special 
assembly has shown Mrs Evans how much she means to us. Mrs Evans has taught literally 
hundreds of children over the years, and has probably taught many of you, as parents and 
carers. She has made a big difference to the lives of many children in her care with her 
wonderful ways of teaching, and I am sure she will continue to do so for many years to 
come. Thank you, Mrs Evans, and we look forward to the next twenty-five years with you!  

 

School Dinners 
Please note that after Easter, the cost of school meals will be rising by 5p to £1.80 per day. This is a decision 
taken by the City Council, and so this rise is compulsory. The cost of dinners will be £9.00 per week. 
 
St. Joseph’s Mass Times 
Weekly Mass times at St. Joseph’s are Saturday (for Sunday) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 11.15am. St. Joseph’s 
Church can be found on Thimblemill Lane, (just beside Lloyds Bank), and their telephone number is 0121 327 
0235. All families are invited and more than welcome to attend church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Easter Mass times are as follows: 
Holy Thursday –  7.00pm 
Good Friday –   3.00pm 
Easter Saturday –  8.00pm 
Easter Day -   11.15am 
 
Father Gerry & Sister Catherine 
 



 

visit us at: www.stjosb7.bham.sch.uk 

Holy Week/Easter 
Today is Holy Thursday, which marks the second special day in Holy Week, 
the most important week in the Christian and Catholic Church. Holy Week 
is the week leading up to Jesus’ death, and resurrection on Easter Day. 
There are five special days in Holy Week on which Christians go to church; 
Palm Sunday, Holy (or Maundy) Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and 
Easter Sunday. These days remember special events in the Easter story.  
Holy Thursday is the day on which Jesus shared the Last Supper with his 
disciples. It was the Jewish feast of Passover, and Jesus broke bread and 
shared wine with the disciples. This is an important event for the church, as 

Christians and Catholics see this as the first celebration of the Mass, where Jesus told the disciples (and us) ‘Do 
this in memory of me’.  Jesus told the disciples that when they did, the bread would become his body and the 
wine would become his blood; the sacrifice which he was going to make. Jesus also washed the disciples’ 
feet, to show them that he was the ‘servant of mankind’. If you go to Mass tonight, you will see Father Gerry 
washing the feet of people in the congregation to remember this act. Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to pray on Holy Thursday, and it was here that Judas (one of the disciples) betrayed Jesus by 
bringing the soldiers to arrest him. At the Maundy Thursday Mass, the Eucharist (communion) is taken from the 
altar and taken to a side chapel. Everything is removed from the altar in preparation for Good Friday, which is 
a day of mourning in the church. People sometimes stay after the service to pray, as Jesus asked the disciples 
to pray with him in the garden. Mass is at 7.00pm this evening in St. Joseph’s. 
 
Good Friday was the day on which Jesus was crucified. Good Friday is a 
day of mourning in church, and traditionally, people choose to fast or not 
eat certain food and drink. This is where the tradition of ‘Hot Cross Buns’ 
came from, as people would eat these on Good Friday as a simple 
alternative to other foods, the cross on the bun representing the cross on 
which Jesus died. We do not have Mass on Good Friday, but Christians and 
Catholics go to a solemn, simple service, which is traditionally held at 
3.00pm. This is the time that Jesus is believed to have died. If you go to 
church on this day, you will see Father Gerry holding the cross for people to 
kiss. This is called ‘veneration’, which means to worship, and it is done as a 
symbol of adoration and honour for Jesus and what he did for us. On Good 
Friday, Jesus was questioned by the Jews after his arrest, who believed that 
Jesus was a troublemaker and a sinner, as he claimed to be the Son of God. 
They wanted Jesus to be punished, but were not allowed to do it themselves, so they handed him over to the 
Romans, with a charge of treason. Despite giving the crowd many opportunities to free Jesus, Pilate, who was 
the Governor of Rome, eventually gave in and sent Jesus to be flogged and crucified. The Gospels tell us that 
Jesus was mocked and given a purple robe to wear (the colour of Kings and royalty) and a crown of thorns. 
This is because they said that Jesus claimed to be the King of the Jews. Jesus carried his own cross to the place 
where he was crucified, known as ‘Golgotha’ or ‘the place of the skull’. After Jesus died and was taken from 
the cross, he was placed into the tomb. The Good Friday service takes place at 3.00pm in St. Joseph’s Church.  
 
On Holy Saturday, the church celebrates the ‘Easter Vigil’. This is the first Mass of Easter. The word vigil means to 

keep watch and wait, as we are awaiting the resurrection of Jesus, the light of the 
world. The resurrection was a miracle, a triumph of good over evil, light over 
darkness. Catholics and Christians believe that Jesus died to save us from sin. When 
Jesus rose again, which we celebrate on Easter Sunday, he brought new light and 
hope into the world, showing us that we can be forgiven and free from sin 
(darkness). At the Easter Vigil Mass, Fr. Gerry lights a special fire. He blesses the fire 
and lights the new Paschal Candle from it.  The Paschal Candle represents Christ as 
the light of the world, conquering the darkness of sin. It is lit every week throughout 
the season of Easter, up until Pentecost Sunday. It is also lit at special times 
throughout the year, such as funerals and baptisms. If you go to Mass on this day, 
you will also see the veils being removed from the statues and crucifixes in the 
church, and the Eucharist being brought back to the altar. You will also notice that 
we use the ‘Alleluia’ again, which you will remember that we buried at the 

beginning of Lent. This is a time of great joy and celebration for Christians and Catholics, and is the most 
important day in the year for the church. The Easter Vigil Mass takes place at 7.00pm in St. Joseph’s and the 
Easter Day Mass is at 11.00. I know that Father Gerry is looking forward to seeing you all at church over Easter. 
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Happy Birthday 
We wish a Happy Birthday this week and over the holiday to Kya Thomas, Rhiannon Myers & Sashanna Grant 
(Reception), Romeo Ryan-Daley (Year One), Jerrel Holder-Jones (Year Three), Kebron Micheal (Year Four), 
Lasharna Holder-Jones (Year Five) and Ethan Herlock-Laird (Year Six) 
 
Acts of Kindness this week: 
Shontia Ryan-Daly   Year Four   Being so helpful to the staff this week, and always with a  

big smile! 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs L. Howell 
 


